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A   brief  history  of  the  Sixth  Reflrent ,  United  States 
Marine  CoriDS,  from  its  organization,  July,  1917,   to 
the  date  of  its  orrival  at  its  present  station  at  and 
in  the  vicinity  of  LEUTESDORF,  Germany,  Army  of  Occu- 
pation, December,  191b. 


Although  the  formation  of  the  Sixth  Ret-iment  of  J'jarines  vies  con- 
templated when  it  was  decided  to  send  a  brigade  of  I'arines  to  France. 
and  preliminary  plans  were  made,  the  work  of  assembling  the  units  anc- 
of  molding  them  into  an  efficient  lighting'  body  was  not  begun  until 
the  latter  part  of  July,  1917.   A  site  for  a  training  camp  had  been 
.purchased  the  previous  spring  by  the  Navy  Department  at  Quantico, 
Virginia,  and  it  was  there  that  the  Marines  destined  for  overseas 
oervice  with  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces  were  to  be  mobilized 
and  receive  their  last  intensive  training  in  the  new  methods  of  war- 
fare . 

The  construction  of  an  up-to-date  cantonment  to  accommodate  some 
ten  thousa.nd  Marines  was  only  well  under  way  v/hen  the  first  elements 
of  the  Sixth  Regiment  began  training;  during  the  lest  days  of  July  and 
the  first  part  of  August.   Only  a  comparatively  few  wooden  barracks 
had  been  completed  at  that  time.   Consequently  it  was  necessary  to 
regulate  the  induction  of  new  companies  into  Quantico  by  the  speed 
with  which  the  barracks  were  put  in  readiness  for  occupation.   How- 
ever, by  the  middle  of  August  the  regiment  had  attained  approximately 
three  quarters  of  its  strength  in  enlisted  personnel,  but  there  was 
a  serious  shortage  of  officers  of  lower  grades.   This  need  became 
urgent  and  a  demand  was  made  upon  the  officers'  training  school  in 
Quantico  for  a  number  of  lieutenants  for  in:mediate  duty  with  companiec 
with  more  to  be  supplied  from  timie  to  time.   Here  a^problem  presenti-C' 
itself,  the  course  of  instruction  in  the  officers'  school  had  started 
on  July  30th,  1917,  and  was  to  cover  a  period  of  three  months.   Vi/ere 
these  new  officers  then,  some  with  little  experience,  many  with  none 
at  all,  and  all  young  in  the  service,  fit  for  assignment  to  duty  with 
troops  after  receiving  but  three  weeks  of  schooling ?  Among  these  nev/ 
oificers  was  a  number  of  old  noncommissioned  officers  virho ,  without 
further  delay,  were  assigned  for  duty  v/ith  the  Sixth  Regiment  and  the 
1st  Machine  Gun  Battalion,  later  to  be  designated  and  to  lunction  as 
the  6th  Machine  Gun  Battalion  of  the  Second  Division.   There  were 
other  junior  officers  who  vrere  graduates  of  military  academies,  some 
■jho  had  received  military  training  at  college  prior  to  enrolling  in 
the  Marine  Corps,  others  who  had  formerly  been  members  of  the  Nationa] 
Guard,  and  a  fev;  former  members  of  the  Marine  Corps  who  had  returned 
to  the  service  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  v/ar .   The  required  number 
to  fill  the  complement  of  the  regiment  was  dra'.;n  from  these  available:. 
sources.   Many  of  these  v/ere,  indeed,  comparatively  new  to  the  service, 
yet  they  had  an  eagerness  to  learn,  a  desire  to  serve,  and  a  keeness 
to  reach  France  to  fight;  these  qualities  more  than  compensated  for 
any  short-comings  in  the  matter  o±  experience. 

Toward  the  latter  pert  of  August,  1917,  after  the  95th,  96th 
arid  97th  Companies,  composed  largely  of  recruits  from  the  recruit 
depot  at  Parris  Island,  South  Carolina,  had  arrived,  the  regiment 
rttained  war  strength,  both  in  men  and  officers.  Colonel  Albertus 
"/.  Catlin,  who  commanded  the  post  until  the  arrival  of  Brigadier 
General  Lejeune,  vms  in  command  of  the  regim.ent ,  with  Lieut  .Colonel 
Hr.rry  Lee  second  in  com.mand  and  Vci^ot   Frank  E.  Evans  as  Regimental 
.'djuta.nt.   Captain  Henry  L.  Manney,  soon  to  be  made  Major,  was  Regi- 
rrental  Quartermaster.   Major  (Surgeon)  Wrey  C.  Farwell,  U.S.N.,  v/as 
Regimental  Surgeon.  Chaplain  James  D.  MacNair  was  Regimental  Chaplain. 
Llajor  John  A.  Hughes  commanded  the  1st  Battalion;  Major  Thomas  Hol- 
comb  the  2nd;  and  Major  Be r ton  '7.  Sibley  the  3rd.   The  regiment  was 
composed  of  the  following  units:  1st  Battalion  -  74th,  75th,  76th 
and  95th  Companies;  2nd  Battalion  -  78th,  79th,  &Oth  and  96th  Compa- 
nies; 3rd  Battalion  -  82nd,  83rci ,  84th  and  97th  Com.panies;  Headquart- 
ers Detachment  -  Headquarters,  Supply  and  Regimental  ^''achine  Gun 
(73rd)  Companies.   The  company  commanders  /ere  for  the  most  part 
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captains  who  had  served  ten  yeors,  slightly  more  or  less,  in  the  Ma- 
rine Corps,  ana  whor.e  experience  counted  ga-eatly  in  o.eveloping  confi- 
dence and  initiative  in  the  younger  ? nd  newer  company  oificers  under 
them.  They  had  come  to  Quc'-intico  from  the  island  st-'-^tions,  from  China, 
from  sea  duty,  and  from  various  Navy  yerds  and  posts  in  the  Uxiited 
States.  So,  also,  had  come  a  small  nucleus  of  noncommissiomed  officcfr 
and  men,  who  were  distributed  judiciously  througho-it  the  regiment  to 
form  the  backbone  of  the  compa.nies,  around  which  was  to  be  developed 
tae  body  and  spirit  of  the  fif:.hting  outfit  maoe  famous  later  by  its 
exploits  in  the  battles  near  Chateau  Thierry,  Soissons,  St.Mihiel  and 
the  Champagne  and  Argonnc-Meuse  sectors.  Amon^^  the  noncoiximissioned  Ox- 
iicers  of  provea  ability  were  John  H.  Quick,  Regimental  Sergeant  Majci 
Daniel  O'Brien,  1st  Serr:eant  of  the  Headquarters  Company,  and  Daniel 
Daly,  1st  Sergeant  of  the  73rd  Regimental  J^achine  Gun  Company,  each 
01  whom  had  served  in  the  Marine  Corps  for  over  fifteen  years  and 
had  participated  in  almost  every  camoaign  upon  which  the  Corps  ha.d 
embarked  in  that  tine.  A  larg'O  part  of  the  rank  and  file  consisted 
of  new  recruits  who  had  enlisted  after  the  United  States  entered  the 
war;  a  young,  eager,  virile  lot  of  m.en  anxious  to  fit  themselves  to 
fight  and  go  to  France  as  soon  as  possible.  No  small  percentage  of 
these  recruits  was  college  men,  a  fair  proportion  was  made  up  of 
young  business  men  who  had  left  lucrative  positions  to  enlist,  and 
there  was  also  a  sprinkling  throughout  the  regiment  of  men  who  had 
already  put  in  one  or  two  years  service  prior  to  the  entry  of  the 
United  States  in  the  world  war.  The  whole  presented  a  most  remarkable 
personnel,  which  needed  only  training  to  produce  the  coordination 
and  efficiency  which  form.ed  the  basis  of  the  morale  and  fighting 
stamina  later  displayed  in  battle. 

By  September  1st  the  training  vras  well  under  way.  The  month 
of  August  had  been  in  a  general  way  the  period  of  organization. 
Regular  drills  and  exercises  were  held  by  each  company  after  it  had 
been  comoletely  organized;  battalion  parades  ¥/ere  undertaken  but  it 
was  not  until  the  end  of  the  month  that  each  battalion  had  its  full 
quota  of  companies  and  each  company  its  full  quota  of  officers.  A 
regular  routine  of  training  wa.s  carried  out,  including  close  and 
extended  order  drill  and.  the  manual  of  arras,  which  were  intended  to 
•develop  self-confidence  in  the  men  and  precision  in  each  separate 
unit.  The  men  were  given  actual  instruction  in  constructing  trenches 
of  various  types  ajic  erecting  barbed  wire  entpnglements .  Each  bat- 
talion had  one  day's  trench  construction  out  of  three.  The  other 
two  days  were  used  for  drills  and  for  instruction  in  throv/ing  hand 
grenades  and  the  latest  bayonet  exercises.  Practice  marches  and 
simple  maneuvers  were  held.  The  rolling, v;oody  country  around 
Quantico  was  ideal  for  these  maneuvers.   On  September  5th  the  Pre- 
paredness Parade  was  held  in  Washington,  D.  C,  in  which  this  regi- 
ment was  represented.   President  Y\filson  reviev/ed  this  parade.   In 
the  meantime  light  machine  guns  of  the  Le-;/is  type  had  been  issued  and 
instruction  v;as  given  daily  in  their  operation  by  Ma.jor  Edward  B.  Cole 
and  his  assistants.  A  tc:nporary  range  was  constructed  for  this  purpose 
and  practical  demonstrations  v/ere  made.   Each  infantry  platoon  was 
equipped  v/ith  two  of  these  Lerds  guns. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  Sunday,  September  16,  1917,  the  entire 
1st  Battalion,  under  Major  John  A.  Hughes,  left  Quantico  by  train  for 
League  Island,  Philadelphia,  where  it  was  to  board  a  transport  for 
France.   The  day  was  dark  and  it  was  faining  as  the  micn  climbed  aboar^ 
the  two  long  trains.   The  post  band  played  and  as  the  cars  drew  away 
from  the  station  the  departing  m^en  v/ere  given  rousing'  cheers  by  the 
members  of  their  regiment  who  -were  being'left  behind.   On  the  night 
of  the  16th  the  battalion  embarked  on  the  U .S  .S  .Henderson  and  on  the 
following  morning  the  transport  got  under  v/ay  for  Nov;  York.   It  ar- 
rived there  on  the  morning  of  September  18th,  where  it  remains  for 
five  days,  and  put  t'^  sea  at  10:30  P.M.  Septemiber  33rd.   The  trip 
across  the  Atlantic  was  uneventful,  the  mien,  the' m^ajority  of  whom 
had  never  been  out  of  sight  of  land  before,  soon  accustomed  them- 
selves to  the  new  life  and  routine  aboard  shio.  Experienced  mien 
were  assigned  to  man  the  two  batteries  of  four  5-ihch  guns  each.  The  , 

-2- 


entire  guard  and  all  submarine  lookouts  and  watches  v;ere  furnished 
by  the  battalion.  Oiiicers  of  the  bottalion  vioxe   assigneci  to  duty 
as  spotters  and  battery  officers.  In  fact  the  only  x^ork  left  to  the 
sailors  was  scrubbing  the  c'ecl:  and  running-  the  engine,   ^rill  call 
was  sounded  twice  a  day.   Gent^ral  quarters  and  abandon  ship  drill 
were  a  frequent  occurence.   The  ship  was  darkened  evi^ry  evening  at 
sunset,  no  smoking  and  lights  of  any  kind  were  allowed.   Two  full 
companies  were  quartered  on  the  decks  of  the  63uperstructure  and  the 
other  two  companies  v/ere  cissigned  spaces  below  the  oeck.   Hammocks 
were  provided  for  those  who  wore  fortunate  enough  to  get  them,  but 
the  majority  of  the  new  men  of  the  Marine  Corps  felt  it  a  trifle 
safer  sleeping  on  the  deck.   LIo  submarines  were  sighted  on  thu  way 
over,  but  on  several  occasions  other  ships  of  the  convoy  fired  at  s\~8- 
picious-looking  objects  reported  by  the  men  on  submarine  watch.   On 
October  5,  1917,  the  1st  Battalion  of  the  6th  Regiment,  Marine  Corps, 
landed  at  San  Nazaire,  France. 

The  departure  of  the  1st  Battalion  quite  naturally  causec  spe- 
culation to  rise  as  to  who  V70uld  be  the  next  to  £0.   The  2nd  and  3rd 
battalions  v;ent  about  their  daily  routines  of  drill  end  exercises  v;itl 
renewed  determination  and  increased  energy,  as  did  the  73rd  and  Head- 
quarters companies.   Lists  of  articles  required  for  service  in  France 
were  issued  to  officers  and  rumors  of  imminent  departure  were  common, 
T^e  atmosphere  was  charged  with  uncertainty  and  im.patience  and  the 
question  "v/hen  do  v/e  leave?"  was  on  everyone's  lips.   V/ith  October 
came  cold^er  weather  and  the  business  of  issuing  overcoats  and  winter- 
field  uniforms  to  the  men  was  begun.   This  was  accomplished  by  stages 
and  it  was  not  until  the  fourth  v/eek  of  October  that  the  2nd  and  3rd 
Battalions,  in  view  of  imminent  departure,  were  complefely  outfitted 
\7ith  7/inter  clothing  and  articles  of  equipment  contem^nlated  for  over- 
seas service.   In  the:  meantime,  the  73rd,  Headquarters  and  Supply 
Companies  had  been  com.plctely  equipped  and  on  the  morning  of  October 
13,  1937,  left  Quantico  for  Leagiue  Island,  Philadelphia,  preparatory 
to  em.barking  for  I  ranee.   Colonel  Albertus  >iV.  Catlin  and  the  Regimentc:. 
staff,  with  the  exception  of  Lieut.  Colonel  Harry  Lee,  left  at  this 
time  also.   Lieut.  Colonel  Lee  being  ill,  Maj^-r  Holcomb  assum.ed  comman 
of  the  2nd  and  3rd  Battalions,  which  remained  behind.   Arriving  at 
League  Island  late  in  the  afternoon  of  October  16th,  the  Regim.ental 
Headquarters  Detachment  lost  no  time  in  getting  aboard  the  transport 
U  .S  .S  .DeKalb .   All  baggage  and  freight  were  placed  on  board  that  night 
and  at  8  A.M.  the  next  mornin:-!  the  DeKalb  got  under  way  for  Hew  York, 
which  it  reached  on  the  morninr'  of  the  18th.   The  day  was  spent  in 
the  harbor  and  the  convoy  formed  and  set  sail  during  the  night  for 
France.   The  voyage  across  the  ocean  was  uneventful,  drills  were 
held  each  morning  and  afternoon  and  genera.l  quarters  and  abandon 
ship  drill  were  held  regularly.   On  the  m.orning  of  liovember  1, 
1917,  the  DeKalb  reached  San  Na.zaire  and  dropped  anchor. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  2nd  a^nd  l3rd  Battalions  in  Quantico  had 
reached  the  advanced  stages  of  their  training.   The  construction  of 
the  Quantico  rifle  range  had  begun  and  WcS  completed  toward  the  mid- 
dle of  October.   This  afiorded  ample  opportunity  for  practice  firing 
over  the  regulation  distances,  not  only  with  rifles  but  with  the 
Lewis  gun  also.   Companies  and  platoons  learned  the  m.odern  combat 
formations  as  specified  in  confidential  pamphlets  issued  by  the  Vifar  . 
Department,  and  in  the  British  and  French  manuals.   Drills  were  held 
in  these  formations  and  instructions  given  in  their  tactical  uses, 
companies  and  platoons  attacked  the  model  trench  system,  which  had 
been  finally  completed,  in  the  new  wave  forma.tion,  while  snail  de- 
tachments vrere  instructed  in  the  art  of  mopping-up  the  trenches  aftej/ 
the  attacking  wave  had  passed  over.   On  one  occasion  the  3rd  Battalic  . 
attacked  the  trenches,  using  live  ammunition.   The  attack  order  was 
issued  and  z-ero  hour  specified;  the  attacking  waves  went  over  the 
top  with  others  in  close  support.   The  crack  of  the  rifles  and  the 
sputter  of  miachine  guns  afforded  an  ioea ,  som.ewhat  vagjue,  of  the  con- 
ditions of  battle  which  were  to  be  met   in  France.  Vague,  because 
there  was  no  friendly  artillery  to  help  nor  hostile  artillery  to 
hinder  the  advance  upon  the  assigned  objective. 
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On  the  morning  of  October  24th,  1917,  the  3rd  Battalion,  having 
received  orders  the  day  before,  entrained  lor  League  Island,  Phila- 
delphia.  As  the  two  long  trains  bearin,?  this  the  3rd  contingent  of 
the  6th  Regiment  to  say  good-bye  to  its  birth  place,  Quantico,  Vir- 
ginia, pulled  out  of  the  station,  the  entire  2nd  Battalion  in  lin^ 
along  the  platform  of  the  depot  warehouse  presentee  arms  and  the 
post  band  played  the  Star  Spangled  Banner.  The  battali9n  reached  the 
Navy  Yard,  League  Island,  at  six  o'clock  P.M.  and  boarded  the  U.S.S. 
Von  Steuben  which  was  anchored  out  in  the  Delaware  River.   Officers 
and  men  awoke  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  to  find  the  ship  steaming 
down  the  river.   On  the  following  morning  the  Von  Steuben  dropped 
anchor  in  New  York  harbor  and  remained  there  for  five  days*   Ab- 
30lute  secrecy  was  maintained  as  to  the  time  set  for  departure  and 
j.cstination.   No  one  could  go  ashore.   The  remaining  ships  of  the 
:onvoy,  three  transports,  one  armoured  cruiser,  the  North  Carolina, 
i.nd  two  destroyers  g.athored,  and  on  the  night  of  October  31^  1917, 
oho  convoy  began  its  journey  to  France.   All  went  well  until  -the 
•vening  of  November  9th,  when  due  to  a  misunderstancing  of  orders 
the  Agamemnon  and  the  Von  Steuben  collided  in  mid-ocean.   A  large 
hole  was  torn  in  thu  bov/  of  the  Von  Steuben.   This  occurred  in  the 
edge  of  the  submarine  zone  and  the  ships  of  the  convoy  were  ordered 
to  separate  and  meet  the  following  day.   At  noon  Novem^bui"  10th  the 
Von  Steuben  took  her  place  in  line,  temporarily  repaired,  and  was 
able  to  make  a  speed  of  fifteen  knots.   Later  in  the  day  ten  des- 
tjroyers  from  the  American  fleet  in  European  vjaters  joined  the  convoy 
and  the  North  Carolina  turned  back  for  the  United  States.   The  jour- 
ney through  the  submarine  zone  was  without  further  incident.   Early 
on  November  12th  the  hills  of  Bretony  were  sighted  and  at  noon  the 
convoy  anchored  in  the  Harbor  at  Brest,  France. 

The  2nd  Battalion  remained  in  Quantico.   The  y/cather  grew 
colder  and  more  severe,  but  training  progressed.   French,  British 
a.nd  Italian  ©ificers  came  to  Quantico  to  lecture  'upon  the  various  j:r - 
phases  of  m.ocern  vi^arfare  and  schools  were  held  in  the  basic  principles 
of  warfare  in  general  and  modern  trench  warfare  in  particular.   As  the 
days  passed  rumors  for  departure  for  France  became  more  frequent 
and  yet  there  wa.s  no  move.   The  battalion  as  a  result  of  its  con- 
tinuous training  became  very  proficient  in  drill,  maneuvers  and 
general  combat.   A  generous  proportion  of  furloughs  both  for  men  and 
officers  was  granted  for  Christmas  and  eagerly  accepted.   But  it  was 
not  until  January  19,  1918,  that  the  battalion,  with  Lieut.  Colonel 
Lee,  finally  left  Quantico  for  League  Island.   The  transport  Henderson 
was  waiting  there  anc  on  the  following  day,  January  20th,"sailea 
for  New  York  Harbor.   The  Henderson  lay  anchored  off  Staten  Island 
for  five  days.   On  the  night  of  the  c'.4th  of  January  the  convoy  got 
under  way.   The  voyage  was  uneventful"' in  a  military  sense.   No  sub- 
marines were  sightec  and  nothin.  eventful  occurred.   Nevertheless 
the  formidable  convoy,  the  submarine  watches  and  the  numerous  pre- 
I  cautionary  measures  kept  the  atmosphere  charged  with  suppressed  ex- 
citement, especially  in  the  submarine  zone.   The  convoy  bore  well 
to  the  south  and  deviated  considerably  from  the  usual  trans-Atlantic 
routes-   On  February  5th  the  Henderson  arrived  at  the  Port  of  San 
Nazaire .   Adequate  facilities  for  transportation  were  not  immediately 
available  and  the  battalion  remained  aboard  the  Henderson  until 
February  8th.   The  entire  Sixth  Regiment  was  now  in  France. 

In  the  meantime  the  1st  Battalion,  which  had  arrived  at  San 
Nazaire  on  October  5,  1917,  was  stationed  just  outside  of  the  town 
in  a  largo  camp  composed  of  French  wooden  ba.rracks,  which  were  not 
in  the  best  condition.   Immediately  after  its  arrival  the  1st  Bat- 
talion was  assigned  to  guard  duty  at  the  camp  and  on  the  docks,  ana 
those  who  v/ere  not  includea  in  these  details  spent  their  time  un- 
loading ships  as  they  arrived  in  port.   A  large  working  party  of 
p^bout  two  hundred  m.en  a  day  was  furnished  by  the  battalion  for  work 
on  a  large  dam  near  the  camp,  which  was  being  constructed  under  the 
supervision  of  the  17th  Engineers,  who  were  also  stationed  in  the 
same  cam'p.   On  October  15th  Major  Hughes  and  t¥;elve  other  officers 
left  San  Nazaire  for  Gondrecourt,  where  the  1st  Corps  School  v;as  held. 
Captain  Robert  E.  Adams,  v/ho  shortly  afterv/ards  received  his  commis- 
sion as  Major,  was  in  co-Taanci  of  the  1st  Battalion  while  Major 
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Hugrhes  x?as  at  Gondrocourt .   Oa  i!ovcrn>;cr  7,  1917,  the  commanding  of- 
ficer, upon  the  order  of  the 'local  military  authorities,  sent  the 
95th  Company  to  do  g;uard  duty  at  3r-ost  rinc.   La  Havre,  two  platoons 
going  to  each  of  those  places.   Tnis  company  ^vae  reassembled  o.t  Brest 
on  Decjmbcr  13th,  on  which  date  it  tooK  over  the  Pontanezen  barracks 
from  the  French.   This  battalion  also  sent  one  platoon,  on  December 
17th,  from  the  76th  Company  and  thirty  men  from  the  74th  Company  to 
San  Nazaire  for  duty  as  military  police  and  dock  guards  at  Nantes. 
The  rest  of  the  1st' Battalion  remained  at  San  Nazaire  until  January 
6,  1918,  when  the  74-th,  75th  and  7Gth  Companies  entrained  at  San 
Nazaire  for  Lamblain,  Vosges,  which  v/as  in  the  area  designated  for 

I  the  training  of  the  Marine  Brigade.  -The  95th  Company  joined  the  bat- 
talion in  this  training  area  on  January  28th,  1918. 
When  the  Regiment  Headquarters,  Hea.dquarters ,  Supply  and  73rd 
Machine  Gun  Companies  arrived  at  San  Nazaire  on  November  1st,  1917, 
they  found  the  1st  Battalion  rounding  out  its  first  m.onth  in  France 
and  busily  engaged  in  routine  and  somcvhat  arduous  labor.   Those 
Headquarters  units  remained  at  Saa  Nazaire  less  than  two  weeks, 
November  14th  finding  them  established  at  Bordeaux,  six  days  ahead 
of  the  3rd  Battalion-^   Here,  after  the  arrival  of  the  3rd  Battalion, 
began  a  routine  of  labor  and  guard  duty.   The  labor  was  performed  in 
conjunction  with  the  18th  Engineers  and  consisted  mainly  of  construct- 
ing docks  at  Bassena.   The  following  detachment  and  officer  v;ere  de- 
tailed for  provost  and  engineer  duty  in  the  neighboring  camps  and 
towns:   The  1st  platoon  of  the  97th  Company,  provost  duty,  November 
27th  to  January  21st,  at  Tours;  Captain  Robert  vV  .  Voeth,  provost 
marshall,  November  27th  to  January'^  21st ,  at  Tours;  the  84th  Company 
and  one  platoon  of  Headquarters  CompCLny,  provost  and  fatigue  duty 
at  La  Courneau,  the  84th  Company,  under  command  of  Major  H.G.Bart- 
lett,  from  Dec embtjr  18th  to  January  5th,  and  the  platoon  of  Head- 
quarters Company,  under  commanc  of  William  A.  Eddy,  2nd  Lieut.,  from 
November  20th  to  Decem.ber  18th;  Lieut.  Jfershall  with  twenty  men  from 
the  97th  Company  from  December  8th  to  January  5th,  fatigue  and  provost 
duty  at  La  Courtine;  Lieut.  Timmerraan  and  thirty  men  from  the  83rd 
Company,  December  6th  to  January  4th,  fatf^e  duty  at  La  Marcheprine; 
Lieut.  Roberts  and  the  1st  platoon  of  the  83rd  Company  to  Conon  for 
provost  duty,  December  -  27th  to  January  6th.   The  Hea.dquarters  units 
and  the  3rd  Battalion  v;ere  relieved  by  the  162nd  Regiment  National 
Guard  on  January  8th,  1918,  and' entrained  on  January  9th,  1918,  at 
Carbon  Blanc  for  the  training  area.   After  a  three-day  trip  in  3rd 
class  and  box  cars  the  troops  were  d.etr^iined  at  Darablain,  Vosges, 
on  January  12th,  1918^   Regimental  Headquarters  was  established  at 
Blevaincourt ,  Vosges/ 

The  2nd  Battalion,  v/hich  arrived  at  San  Nazaire,  France,  February 
5,  1918,  remained  aboard  the  transport  Henderson  until  February  8th, 
ipn  which  date  the  troops  disembarked.   They  immediately  entrained  for 
pamblain,  Vosges,  and  arrived  there  on  February  10th. 

Thus  the  units  were  agrin  assembled  and  the  Sixth  Regiment  was 
intact  with  the  battalions  stationed  in  the  vicinity  of  Blevaincourt. 
In  the  meantime  the  Regiment  had  been  assignee  to  the  Fourth  Brigade 
of  the  Second  Divisionr   The  Division  was  commanded  by  Major  General 
Bundy  and  the  brigade  by  Brigadier  General  Doyen.   Intensive  training 
for  trench  warfare  commenced  at  once,   This  tra.inin;;-'  was  very  severe, 
due  both  to  the  strenuous  schedule  and  the  winter  season  which  set 
in  about  this  time,  Hcvcver,  grilling  as  it  seemed  then,  it  so  hard- 
ened the  men  that  they  were  able  to  bear  up  under  tjie  strain  o|"  con- 
tinuous fighting  which  later  became  their  lot.   The  schedule  included 
hikes,  close  order  drill,  extended  order,  bayonet  fighting,  games, 
practice  in  both  rifle  and  hand  grenade  throwing,  rifle  range  prac- 
tice, stormdng  trench  systems,  taking  strong  points,  defense  against 
gas  attacks  and  all  modes  of  sir  nallinp:  then  in  use.  Up  to  that 
time  the  uniform  had  been  cam.paign  h'ts,  but  now  came  the  equipment 
that  men  at  the  front  v;ere  never  without:  helmets  and  gas  miasks. 
The  men  were  required  to  become  proficient  in  doin^;  everything  both 
v/ith  and  without  gas  masks. 
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About  the  1st  of  M-^rrh  it  v/pb  ruDorcc  th-'t  the  Fegincnt  ns  s  going 
into  the  line  xor  n  pjrioc".  o^  tr-lnirq.-.   Equlprcnt  bc^mn  to  conc^  in, 
such  as  trench  knivos,  trench  Loots  rrid  oxtr.-^  clothing.   To  further 
substantiate  this  rur.ior ,  pr'^ctic..  billotinc-.  parties  uere  sent  ouo, 
\7hich  inaicatec  that  tr?'velin£.  vcould  soon  be^^^in.   Oi.  Mcirch  12th,  1916, 
the  sea  ba.gs  ivcre  pcvckud  and  stored,  the  ;:.en  kcepinj-,'  only  such  extra, 
clothing  as  they  could  Or-rry  in  their  packs. 

The  regir.-ent  r/.oved  by  rail  to  the  Toulen  sector,  the  noveiwcnt 
beginning  Jiarch  14,  191d,  and  on  March  16,  1918,  the  Rcgir.ental  Head- 
quarters vras  established  at  Ccnxj   Roues.   The  'Srd  Battalion  was   the 
first  unit  of  the  j-cgiLient  to  be.j'ln  this  riove.   Tnic  battalion  iViarched 
to:.:Breuvanne  and  entrained.   It  ariivea  at  Dugny ,  ten  kilometers  from 
Verdun  at  noon  March  15th,  detrained  and  moved  by  companies.   Orders 
were  to  clear  the  loading  platforai  within  two  hours  to  avoid  shelling. 
After  marching  approximately  sixteen  kilometers  to  the  support  posi- 
tion of  the  Toulon  Sector  corapanieo  ol  the  3rd  Battalion  virere  billeted 
in  the  following  camps:   82nd  Cor/ipany,  Camp  Ronce  Fontaine  and 
Camp  Richert;  63rd  Com-Dany,  Cam.p  Haraucnterre;  84th  Company,  Camp 
Massa;  97th  Company,  Camp  Fontaine  St.  Robert.   The  ?3rd  Machine  Gun 
Company  iias   billeted  at  Camp  Massa. 

The  2nd  Battalion  began  the  m.ove  on  L'arch  17th  by  hikixig  to 
Bourm.ont,  from  which  place  it  entrained  for  Souilly,  France,  where  it 
detrained  March  18th  and  hiked  to  Camp  Massa. 

The  1st  Battalion  left  the  training  area  on  Haxch   17th  by  train, 
detrained  at  Lom.mes  on  March  16th  and  marched  eighteen  kilometers  to 
Sommedieue,  v/here  it  was  stationed  in  reserve  behind  a  Dart  of  the 
French  10th  Armiy  Corps . 

The  3rd  Battalion  went  into  line  in  the  Mont-sous-lea-Cotes 
subsector,  Bonchamp,  on  the  evening  of  I'Jarch  18th  with  the  &2ncL,  83rd, 
and  84th  Companies  in  line  anc"  the  97th  Company  in  reserve  at  Camp 
Fontaine  St.  Robert. 

This  sector  was  located  about  one  kilometer  north  of  Les  Eparges, 
and  was  considered  at  that  time  to  be  a  very  quiet  sector.   The  lines 
were  far  apart  and  there  was  little  or  no  infantry  action  of  imiportance  . 
The  enemy  artillery,  however,  showed  a  marked  increase  in  its  a.ctivity 
and  endeavored  to  impress  this  reffimcxat  upon  its  first  duty  in  the 
front  lines.  It  gave  the  regimient  a  daily  shower  of  shell  fire,  which 
proved  to  be  rather  inefiective  .  Or.  April  5th  the  enemy  attempted  a 
raid  on  the  74th  Company,  which  was  posteo  in  the  town  of  Tresevaux, 
but  did  not  meet  with  success.   He  was  repulsed,  leaving  four  dead 
behind,  and  the  74th  Company  lost  one  deed  and  three  wounded.   On 
April  12th  the  regim.ent  received  its  first  heavy  loss  when  the  74th 
Company,  which  was  then  in  reserve  at  Cam.p  Fontaine  St.  Robert,  was 
heavily  shelled,  the  majority  beinr  gas  shells.   The  enemy  fire  was 
extremely  accurate,  catching  the  men  in  their  billets  before  they  had 
a  chance  to  escape.   All  oi fleers  were  evacuated  in  a  serious  con- 
dition and  about  two  hundred  and  t¥/enty  men  were  also  effected  by  the 
■gas,  forty  of  them  dying  later  as  the  result  of  this  first  bombardment. 
On  April  25th  Major  Adams  was  assigned  to  detached  duty  and  Major  M. 
i.  Shearer  assum.ed  comm.and  of  the  1st  Battalion. 

The  2nd  Battalion  remained  in  reserve  at  Camp  Massa  until  March 
28th,  furnishing  trench  digging  details.   On  the  night  of  March  28th 
the  2nd  Battalion  took  up  a  front  line  position,  relieving  the  3rd 
Battalion.   This  position  embraced  the  ruined  and  shattered  towns  of 
Mesnil,  Bonzee  and  Mcnt-sous-les-Cote .   On  the  night  of  April  20th- 
cist,  after  the  enemy  had  put  down  a  bo.x  barrage  around  the  outpost 

lj|  to^/ni  of  Villers,  The  Hindenburg  Circus  attacked  P. P. -16  and  P.P.  15 
with  flame  throwers  and  grenades.  This  raid  was  repulsed  by  the  84th 
Company  with  rifle  fire  and  grenades,  the  enemy  leaving  two  dead  in 
the  wire.   With  the  exception  of  the  incidents  mentioned  the  only  ac- 
xi-'ities  of  any  kind  were  patrols  almost  every  night  and  the  usual 

|)|.  light  artillery  shelling  in  the  day  time.   The  men   grew  accustomicd  to 
dugout  life  and  the  various  phases  of  trench  warfare.  Enemiy  airplanes 
were  active  and  the  men  received  valuable  training  in  keeping  under 


cover.   On  the  night  oi  April  TiSnci. ,  aitor  a  t'our-di-ivs  rest  in  reserve 
billets  at  Camp  Sommcdieue,  the  1st  Battcilion  relieved  the  French  at 
Haudiomont  in  the  iront  lino,  about  tv/o  kiloneters  north  of  the  line 
which  this  battalion  had  formerly  held.   The  Headquarters  of  the  reg-i- 
raent  was  moved  to  Camp  Romaine ,  .relieving  the  252nd  Pegiment  Inf., 

'French,  l^erdun  Sector,  April  23rd.  On  the  night  oi  April  24th  the  3rd 
Battalion  v/as  relieved  by  the  3rd  Battalion,  20th  French  Regiment,  ard 
went  into  reserve  at  Camp  Chiffouro.  The  2nd  Division,  v/hich  had  been 
relieved  from  the  iront  line  April  7th,  relieved  the  French  on  Key  Ist 
in  the  trenches,  its  front  line  embracing;  the  ruined  towns  of  vYatron- 
ville,  Tresaveaux,and  Rondveaux.  On  May  2nd  the  3rd  Battalion  relicvi. 
the  1st,  disposing  of  its  comprnics  as  follows:  Tv/o  companies  in  line, 

I  one  in  support  and  one  in  reserve  at  Chiffoure.   The  stay  in  this  sub- 
sector  wos  uneventful.   On  May  13th  the  Rep-imental  Hepdquarters  v;bs 
moved  to  Haudianville .   However,  the  first  movement  which  v/as  to  take 
the  regiment  entirely  our  of  this  sector  v;.^s  begun  on  May  lOth;  on 
that  date  the  1st  Battalion  cmbussed  in  French  camions  and  arrived 
that  night  at  Outrepont.   The  2nd  Battalion  entrained  at  Ancoraont  for 
Blesme,  where  it  arrived  thrt   dry,  detrained  end   proceeded  by  march 
to  Changy  near  Bar-le-Duc  ,  at  v/hich  point  they  arrived  May  14th.   On 
May  13th  the  Regimental  Headquarters  began  its  movement  and  the  3rd 
Battalion  was  relieved  on  the  night  of  the  13th  by  the  174th  French. 
The  Regimental  Headquarters  and  the  3rd  Ba.tta.lion  arrived  in  the  new 
area  May  15th  and  Regimental  Headquarters  v/as  established  at  Doucy, 
near  Vitry-le-Francois.   A  training  schedule  v/as  put  into  effect. 
While  in  this  area  a  number  oi  officers  and  noncommissioned  officers 
were  sent  to  the  various  Army  training  schools. 

On  May  19th  the  regiment  marched  to  Vitry-le-Francois,  v/here  it 
entrained  for  a  nev/  seetor.   It  was  thought  at  the  time  that  a  short 
training  period  would  ensue,  after  v/hich  the  Second  Division  v/ould 
relieve  the  First  Division  at  Montidier*   The  regiment  detrained  at 
Parmion  Isle  Adam  on  May  20th.   On  May  21st  the  Regimental  Headquarters 
was  established  at  Serans ,  near  Paris  .   These  marches  v/ere  very  long 
and  on  account  of  the  extreme  heat  taxed  the  endurance  of  the  men  to 
the  utmost.   From  May  21st  to  May  31st  the  rogim.ent  remained  in  the  ■ 
vicinity  of  Serans  and  the  troops  were  further  instructed  in  French 
combat  drills.   The  rainy  season  had  ended  and  climatic  conditions 
were  ideal. 

Plans  for  relieving  the  First  Division  v/ere  cancelled  May  30th 
and  orders  v/ere  issued  for  this  rcgim.ent  to  make  a  quick  move.   The 
German  attack  on  the  Chemin-de-Dames  had  been  successful  and  the 
Second  Division  v/as  ordered  to  proceed  by  trucks  to  the  Chateau 
Thierry  area  in  order  to  support  the  French  v/ho  ./ere  being  driven 
back.   The  following  memorandum,  v/as  sent  to  all  units  of  the  regiment: 

"Advance  information  official  received  that  this  Regiment 
will  move  at  10:00  P  .y .  30  May  by  buss  to  new  area.  All 
trains  shall  be  loaded  at  once  and  arrangements  hastened. 
Orders  will  follow.  Wagons  when  loaded  will  move  to  Serans 
to  form  train. 

By  order  of  Colonel  Catlin: 

F.E.Evans, 
Major,  USMC, 
Adjutant." 

The  regiment  assembled  at  Serans  and  waited  until  about  day- 
break, when  the  camions  arrived.   Embussing  was  completed  belore 

30  that  morning,  and  the  now  famous  riee ,  as  the  result  of  which 
the  regiment  was  thrcwn  into  the  breach  which  threatened  the  French 
Capital,  was  begun,  fne   military  situation  was  extremely  critical. 
The  German  objective  was  Paris.   The  armies  of  the  Crown  Prince  were 
driving  furiously  between  Soissons  and  Rheims.   A  vicious  salient 
had  been  established  by  the  thrust  for  Paris.   This  regim.ent  was  to  be 
placed  at  the  apex  of  this  salient,  and  before  it  v/as  one  of  the 
great  crises  ot  history.   The  troops  spent  that  day  and  night  in 
3d.mdons  and  reached  Montreuil-aux-Lions  egrly  on  the  morning  of  June 


1st.   They  were  given  a  short  rest  in  houses  sheltered  frorn  aerial 
observation.   At  2:30  P  .!>'' .  the  ref.,iment  moved,  iorward  af-.ain  along 
•fchc  Chateau  Thierry-La  Ferte  road.   The  Jrench  were  lalling  back. 
The  1st  Battalion,  Major  Sheerer  comri-anding ,  took  a  pooition  north- 
cast  oi   Lucy-le-Bocage ,  and  the  3nd  Battalion,  Major  Holcomb  command- 
ing, went  into  position  alon;;.-  a  line  extending  irom  Triangle  Farm  on 
the  ri^^ht  to  Lucy-le-Bocage  on  the  leit.   The  3rd  Battalion,  r'lajor 
Sibley  commanding,  took  a  reserve  position  northeast  of  La  Voie  du 
Chatel . 

On  June  2nd  Re(,imental  Headquarters  was  established  at  La  Voie 
du  Chatol,  anc  the  3rd  Battalion  was  better  placed  to  maintain  liai- 
son, which  was  difiicult;  with  the  French  falling  back  the  front  line 
wa.s  constantly  shifting  and  v/as  irregular.   The  enemy  had  not  as  yet 
been  able  to  bring  up  ilit-   bulk  of  his  artillery  owing  to  his  rapid  ad- 
vance.  There  ?;as  considerable  confusion  of  orders,  many  of  them  verbal, 
as  to  what  French  units  were  to  be  relieved.   The  result  of  this  was 
that  gaps  in  the  line  developed  constantly.   It  was  only  by  the  almost 
superhuman  efforts  oi  the  Intelligence  officers  and  regimental  and 
battalion  com.r'ia.nders  that  liaison  was  maintained.   The  waar  of  posi- 
tion had  suddenly  become  a  thing  of  the  past.   The  war  of  movement, 
similar  in  some  respects  to  the  tropical  fighting  v;ith  which  old 
Marine  officers  and  men  were  lamiliar,  had  developed.   Enemy  artillery 
fire  increased  and  there  were  som.o  losses.   All  companies  of  the  1st 
Battalion  were  in  line:  Captain  Burns  commanding  the  74th  Company; 
Captain  Fuller  the  ?5th;  Captain  Stowell  the  76th;  and  Captain  Cald- 
virell  the  95th.   The  2nd  Battalion  had  three  companies  in  line  and  one 
in  reserve.   The  96th  Com.pany,  Captain  Duncan  commanainf.  ,  was  the 
right  unit  with  its  right  resting  on  the  Paris-Metz  road  at  Le 
Thiolet.   The  79th  Company,  Captain  Zane  commanding,  was  the  center  of 
the  battalion  front  and  occupied  the  Triangle  Farm.   The  78th  Comip- 
any,  Captain  Messersmdth  commanding,  joined  forces  with  the  79th 
at  the  gulley  just  northv/est  of  Triangle  Farm  on  the  ripht  and  with 
the  1st  Battalion  at  Lucy-le-Eocage  on  the  left.   The  80th  Company, 
Captain  Coifenburg  commanding,  was  held  in  reserve.   French  infantry 
was  in  iront  of  the  2nd  Battalion  on  the  night  of  June  lst-2nd, 
which  passed  quietly. 

Late  on  the  afternoon  of  June .  2nd  information  v/as  received  that 
a  German  fresh  division  was  expected  to  attack  the  American  right 
with  two  regiments  north  of  the  Paris  road  and  with  one  regiment 
south  of  the  road.   As  result  of  this  information  the  97th  Company 
of  the  ord  Battalion  was  ordered  to  report  to  Fajor  Holcomib ,  oi  the 
2nd  Battalion.   The  3rd  Battalion  had  spent  the  night  of  June  2nd 
in  the  open  field  east  of  the  v/oods  and  north  of  La  Voie  du  Chatel 
on  the  Lucy-le-Bocage  road  in  order  to  escaee  the  barrage  which  it 
was  thought  the  enem^y  would  put  down  on  the  Voie  du  Chatel  at  night- 
fall.  At  break  oi  day  the  3rd  Battalion  took  up  its  former  position. 
Heavy  shelling  euring  the  da;^'  resulted  in  several  casualties  among 
the  3rd  Battalion  scouts  and  the  84th  Company.   About  noon  the  &2nd 
Company  of  the  3rd  Battalion  was  sent  to  reinforce  the  front  line 
northeast  of  Champillon.   This  comjany  had.  several  casualties  while 
ta.king  up  the  position.   At  dark  the  83rd  Company  and  one  platoon  of 
the  73rd  Machine  Gun  Company  moved  up  a.nc  joined  the  82nd  Company 
south  of  Torcy,  Major  Sibley  taking  command  of  a  portion  of  the 
line • extending  for  about  one  thousand  yards  in  an  easterly  direction. 
This  line  was  in  most  places  along  the  edre  of  the  woods,  at  som.e 
points  the  enemy  being  in  the  same  woods  only  fifty  yards  distant. 
Enemy  artillery  and  machine  guns  were  active  during  the  afternoon  and 
night.   The  French  continued' to  fall  bock  through  the  lines  of  this 
regiment.   The  enem.y  could  be  seen  filtering  through  the  woods  north- 
east of  the  Bouresches-Vaux  railroad.   He  seemed  to  sense  the  presence 
of  formidable  troops  on-oosite  him,  for  his  attempts  to  advance  were 
not  spirited.   He  was  stopoed  with  m.achine  gun  and  rifle  fire,  and 
American  artillery,  of  which  there  was  now  aplenty,  did  effective 
work.   Several  rounds,  however,  fell  short  into  the  79th  Company's 
position,  causini  five  casualties. 

On  Junu  3rd  the  enemy  brought  up  more  artillery  and  registered 
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on  the  different  positions  oi  this  lepinont ,  which  w- s  by  thie  time 
fairly  well  intrenched.   On  the  morning  of  Juno  4th  it  Wcis  found  that 
the  French  had  left  a,  portion  of  the  lino  to  the  rif.-ht  of  thr^t  com- 
manded by  Major  Sibley  unoccupied.   A  portion  of  the  1st  Battalion 
o:f  the  5th  Ref]'iment  and  some  machine  g^ans  v/ere  sent  to  fill  the  gap. 
The  enemy  artillery,  raach  ..nc  guns  anr  sn_pers  ^iqto   active  auring- 
the  entire  day,  but  the  Cf)suditics  of  this  regiment  were  not  heavy. 
The  84th  Company,  v/hich  had  been  loft  in  La  Voie  du  Chatcl,  suffered 
some  casualties  from  artillery  fire.   La  Conse  Frrrm  vmi:,   shelled  with 
150 's  on  the  afternoon  of  Ju?ie  4th  and  the  80th  Compa.ny,  in  reserve 
for  the  2nd  Betttalion,  suffered  some  casualties.   The  Battalion  Head- 
quarters and  the  reserve  company  wexe  thorelore  moved  to  Bois  de 
Cleremibauts,  about  two  hundroo;  yards  to  the  rear  of  La  Conse  Farm, 
where  there  was  little  shelling  and  no  more  c?:£ualties . 

On  Juno  5th  conditions  continued  much  tm     same  oS  on  the  pre- 
vious dyy.   The  day  w.-;s  spent  in  digging-  and  stren^rthening  the  posi- 
tions.  Turing  the  early  morning  hours  the  enemy  launched  an  attack, 
but  was  repulsed  without  serious  loss  to  this  regiment.   After  day- 
light and  during  the  day  thc;  enem.y  v/rs  seen  from  tim.e  to  time  and 
the  snipers  oi  this  regiment  did  eflcctivc  work.   American  artillery 
also  vi^as  efiectivc.   About  9  P.M.  on  June  5th  the  following  order 
v/as  sent  to  I.-ajor  Sibley,  3rd  Battalion: 

"Your  battalion  will  beielicved  sometime  tonight  by 
Turrills  battalion,  v/hen  82nd  and  83rd  Companies  are 
relieved  you  will  proceed  via  Champillon  via  present 
regimental  headquarterR  to  FormiO  Blanche,  v/hero  your 
battalion  will  go  into  reserve.   Orders  ?;ill  be  given 
to  the  CO.  84th  Com/pany  and  CO.  97th  Com/pany  to  re- 
port to  you  at  ?orme  Blanche.   The  plntoon  ?3rd  Company 
v/ill  remain  in  place.   C-uide  will  be  found  at  Regi- 
mental KC'-^d  Quarter  s ,  Colonel's  office,  to  conduct 
you  to  Ferme  Blanche. 

By  order 
F.E.E." 

The  2nd  Battalion  7/as  reliever  by  r   battalion  of  the  23rd  Inf- 
ntry  a.t  about  3  A.K.  June  6th  and  proceeded  to  the  woods  ncrx 
Maison  Bla^nche  a,nd  south  oi  Lucy-le-Boca- e  .   Enemy  arti].lery  v/rs 
very  active  against  Lucy-le-^ocagc .   At  this  place  the  2nd  Battalion 
relieved  the  1st  Battalion,  which  went  into  reserve.   That  day  up 
to  3  P.M.  xns   comparatively  quiet.   x''^ajor  J.  A.  Hug:hes  assumed 
command  of  the  1st  Battalion,  relieving  Major  Shearer. 


The  follov/ing  order  governed 


pc  rt  of  the  attack  in  v/hich 


this  regiment  participated  a.gainst  the  Chateau  Thierry  salient 
the  offensive  which  brought  honor  and  commendation  to  every  unit 
of  the  Americrn  Expeditionary  Forces  •./•hich  P'-^rticipated : 

"Headquarters,  4th  Brigade,  Marine  Corps, 
Am.E.F.,  6  June  191^;  2:05  P.M. 

"FIELD  ORDER 
Wo.  2. 


MAP: 


&iEAUX  49 
1:50,000. 


The  enemy  holds  the  general  line  BOURESCHES-TORCY- 
MOiJTECOURT  . 

This  Brigade  attacks  on  the  Q:eneral  line  BOURESCHES- 
TORCY. 


3.   The  attack  will  be  in  tTO  phases; 
To  take  the  Bois  de  "-FLLEAU . 
To  take  R.R.  Station  BOURI^SCKZS: 
BOURESCHES  Village;  brook  crossiap;  (173.9-264.1); 
Kill  126;  -^ill  133. 

a 


(a)  Disposition  oi  troops  lor  the  first  phr?.sc .   Tho 
BOIS  dc  BELLEaU  v;ill  be  t?^k'en  by  the  2rd  ]?;n.  5th  Marines 
(loss  o  Co.)  on  the  left  rnd  the  3rd  En.  6th  '"'rrinos  on 
the  ripht.   The  rttack,  first  phrse,  vdll  be  coninipnded 
by  Colonel  C^tlin,  6th  Mnrines. 

(b)  Sector  limits,  1st  phpsc,  left  battalion: 

Northern:  262.8 
Southern:  261.2 

Right  Battalion: 

Northern:  261.2 
Southern:  260.8 

(c)  The  2nd  Bn.  6th  firrines  will  aavcnce  its  left  to 
conform  to  the  progress  made  by  the  battrlion  on  its  left. 

(d)  Disposition  of  troops  for  the  second  Dhrse.   The 
position  R.R.  stfition  BCURLSCHES;  30URE3CH1-S  VILLAGE, 
Brook  Crossing  (173.9-264.1);  Hill  126;  Hill  133,  will 

be  token  by  the  3rd  Bn»,  6th  Mrrinos,  on  the  right,  the 
3rd  Bn.  5th  Marines  (less  1  Co.)  in  the  center,  and  the 
1st  Bn.  5th  and  1  Co.  each  of  the  2nd  En.  and  3rd  Bn. 
5th  ISarines. 

(e)  Sector  limits,  2nd  phase: 

3rd  Bn.  6th  Marines. 

I^'orthern:  Hill  181;  R.R.  Bridge, 

(177.0-261.5) 
Southern:  Hill  138  -  southern  end  of 
BOURESCKES  Villag;e  . 
3rd  Battn.  5th  Marines  (less  1  co) 
IJorthern:  Hill  133  to  BOURESCHES- 

TORCY  road  at  intersection 
with  Y  line  176. 
Southern:  Hill  181;  R.R. Bridge, 

(177.0-261.3)  exclusive. 

.  1st  Bn.  5th  Marines  and  1  Co.  each  of  2nd.  ^^nd.  3rd  Bns . 
5th  Ma.rines: 


n 


Nortliern: 
and  Hill  126. 

Southern: 
exclusive . 


Square  "./ood  to  brook  crossing  (173.9-264.1) 
From  right  at  present  position  to  Hill  133, 


(f)  The  attack  oi  the  center  r^nd  ri-^ht  of  the  second 
phase  will  be  commanded  by  Colonel  Catlin,  6th  Marines. 

The  attack  of  the  left  of  the  second  phase  v;ill  be  com- 
manded by  Lieut.  Col.  Feland ,  5th  Marines. 

(g)  The  attack  on  the  BOIS  DE  3ELLE.-.U  and  on  the 
village  and  railroad  station  of  BOURESCHES  v/ill  be  sup- 
ported by  the  77th  (M.G.)  Co.   The  attack  on  the  brook 
crossing  (173.9-269.1)  126-133,  inclusive,  will  be 
supported  by  the  machine  guns  v/ith  the  1st  Bn.  5th 
Marines. 

(x)   The  artillery  prepar?^tion  vdll  be  made  in  accord- 
ance 'vith  orders  from  the  C.G.,  2nd  F.A.  Brigade. 

(y)   The  attack  on  BOIS  DS  BELLE^U  will  begin  at  5  P  .M 
The  second  phase  will  begin  as  soon  as  the  first  phase  has 
attained  its  objective. 
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(z)      iiviPtion  v/ill  be   ns   oracrad  by   the   C.G.,    21st 


Arm]/'  Corps    (Frcncn 


4. 


The    2nd. 
Bri^rdc 


Bn.    btii 
Reserve 


Marirxs    (less   1   Co.)    r/ill  constitute    the 
in  the    v/oods   north-Test    of   LUCY-le-BOCAGE 


5.        The   position  -Then  attained   will  be   rt   once   orgrnized   to 
be   held  p.g.pinst   countcr-attrch. 

Trains  v/ill  remain  in  plrce. 

Brigrde   and  Regimental   P.C.'s   remain  in  place. 


J .G .   Harbord, 
Brigc-^dier  General, 


N.A 


I 

^P^    This  order  wcis  received  on  thu  afternoon  of 

V  was  no  other  inforration  concerning  th-;  enemy  or  the  terrain,"  and  as 
there  v/as  no  time  for  scouting  the  company  comm?>nders  were  shown  the 
above  order,  their  objectives  on  the  mrp,  rnd  'jere  conducted  to  the 
lines  from  which  the  ro^.iment  woulcl  strrt  the  rttrck.   The  companies 
of  the  3rd  Battalion  were  placed  rs  follows:  &2nd  and  84th  Companies 
on  line,  the  82nd  bcinj^.  on  the  left  of  the  rrivine  thft  runs  from 
LuC3/-le-BoCc3j_<e  to  Boure8ches,  rnd  the  84th  beinp  on  the  right  of  this 
rDvine;  the  83rd  company  v;cs  placed  in  support  of  the  82nd  and  the 
97th  Company  in  support  of  the  84th  Conprny;  all  comioanies  being 
in  four-wsve  formation*   The  2nd  Battalion  placed  its  companies  as 


June  6th.  .  There 


follows:   The  96th 
supporting  the  3rd 


Gomrpany  in 
Battalion* 


line,  the  78th,  79th  and  &Oth  Companies 
The  1st  Battalion  v;as  in  reserve. 


The  attack  against  Belleau  vVoods  and  the  village  of  Bouresches 
started  at  5  P.M.  At  5:30  P .K .  the  3rd  Battalion  advanced.   The 
advance  in  the  woods  continued  until  8:30  P.M.,  when  the  enemy 
machine  gun  fire  became  so  heavy  thft  further  advance  was  imprac- 
ticable.  Many  prisoners  were  taken  and  captured  machine  guns  turned 
against  the  enemy.   Minnenwerf ers  and  a  great  quantity  of  ammunition 
were  left  behind  by  the  enemy.   The  losses  in  killed  and  wounded  of 
this  regimient  were  large.   The  edge  of  Belleau  I'oods  near  Bouresches 
was  attained.   This  was  the  first  objective.   The  two  right  companies 
of  the  3rd  Battalion  advanced  for  a  large  p-rt  through  open  wheat 
fields  and  were  under  constant  observation  and  direct  artillery  and 
machine  gun  fire.   The  two  left  companies  of  this  ba.ttalion  were 
entirely  in _the  southern  sector  of  Bois  Belleau.   They  did  not 
meet  serious"  resistance,  howuver,  until  they  camie  to  the  miany 
machine  gun  nests  ^v/hich  were  locatea  in  the  high  rocky  crags  in 
the  southeastern  portion  of  tlie  Woods.   The  second  pha.ee  of  the 
attack,  namely  the  capture  of  BOURESCHES,  was  not  to  begin  until 
the  Bois  Belleau  had  been  freed  from  the  enemy,  consequently  it 
was  impracticable  for  the  ri^_,ht  companies  to  advance  beyond  the 
companies  on  the  left.   The  attack  by  thu  2nd  Battalion  was  made 
across  six  hundred  yards  of  open  ground  under  intense  artillery 
and  machine  gun  fire  and  the  conduct  of  officers  and  m^en  alike  was 
excellent.   Captain  Duncan  of  the  96th  Company  was  killea  by  a 
shell  just  as  his  company  started  forward.   1st  Lieut.  Robertson 
assumed  command  of  the  Gomipany,  and  with  twenty-four  men,  the 
remainder  of  one  platoon  of  his  company,  took  the  town  of  Bouresches 
after  a  hard  struggle.   The  spirit  of  the  men,  including;  those 
wounded,  was  deserving  of  special  mention.   Shortly  after  the  at- 
tack began  Colonel  Catlin  was  seriously  wou.:dea  by  a  machine  gun 
bullet  and  Lieut.  Colonel  Harry  Lee  assumed  command  of  the  regi- 
mient, establishing  his  P.C.  at  Lucy-le-Bocage .   Liaison  iia.B   main- 
tained by  runners  and  telephone. 

At  8:45  P.M.  Major  Sibley,  commanding  the  3rd  Battalion,  sent 
the  follov;ing  message  to  Regimental  Headquarters: 

"Date:  6-6-18  Hq.  8:45  p.m. 
To:    Regimiental  Comimander. 

Unable  to  advance  infantry  further  because  of  strong 
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--iKlaX^^^^ 


no.rth- 


machine  gun  positions  and  artillery  fire.  Have  given 
f-rdars  to  hold  present  position  at  far  edcje  of  woods. 
Losses  already  heavy.   Await  instructions. 

Sibley." 

In  reply  to  this  message  vrord  was  received  to  dig  in  and  hold 
ground  gained.   Major  Holcornb,  commanding-  the  2nd  Battalion,  asked 
for  reinforcements  to  aia  in  holding  Bouresches,  the  detachment  of 
twenty-four  men,  under  1st  Lieut.  Robertson  and  Lieut.  Ce.tes,  being- 
insuf licient .   In  the  emergency,  Major  Sibley,  without  instructions, 
ordered  to  84th  ana  97th  Cov/ipanies  to  advance  from  their  position 
in  the  field  into  the  town  of  Bouresches.   They  made  the  reiniorcement 
at  11:30  P.M.  without  meeting  resistance.   The  2nd  Battalion 
Headquarters  was  established  a.bout  eight  hundred  ya^rds  southwest 
of  Bouresches  and  those  of  the  3rd  Battalion  remained  in  the  ravine 
near  the  82nd  and  83rd  Companies;  all  companies  being  ordered  to 
dig  in. 

During  the  night  6th-7th  June  companies  from  the  Second  En- 
gineers arrived  and  were  assigned  to  position  in  the  reor  of  the 
two  battalions  holding  the  front  line.   There  was  great  difliculty 
with  communications  during  this  time*   The  telephone  lines  were 
frequently  shot  out  and  runners  encountered  gas  in  some  areas. 
Water  was  available  only  by  being  carried  in  canteens  along  dif- 
ficult routes.   Some  rations  were  dumpoo,  but  owing  to  scarcity  of 
men  only  a  few  could  be  carried  to  the  troops.   The  men  occupying 
Bouresches  were  able  to  get  some  rations  by  Ford  tixick  during  the 
night.   Ammunition,  consisting  of  Chauchat ,  Springfield,  pistol, 
flares  and  very  few  grenades  Y/ere  brou^'ht  up.   The  Engineers  also 
brought  up  tools.   Luring  the  night  of  &th-7th  the  Bois  de  Bolleau 
was  under  lively  artillery  fire  most  of  the  time.   The  gas  from 
high  explosive  shells  was  very  annoying.   Early  in  the  day  of  7th 
June  a  reconnaissance  was  m.adc  of  the  front  line  positions  and 
battalion  com.manders  made  rcadjustm.ents  of  certain  of  the  units 
so  as  to  afford  lactter  protection  against  the  enemy  who  held  strong 
positions  in  the  woods  just  to  the  northeast.   The  &Oth  Company, 
under  Captain  Coffenburg,  which  had  a  position  astride  the  Lucy- 
Bouresches  road  was  ordered  into  a  su-ooort  position  in  the  south- 
westQrn  corner  Of  the  Bois  de  Belleau.   No  sleep  had  been  possible 
the  previous  night  and  the  men  had  had  no  hot-  food  for  eight  days. 
The  enemiy  also  held  dangerous  and  harassing;  positions  v/ell  on  the 
left  flank.   The  day,  June  7th,  passed  rather  quietly,  except  in 
the  afternoon  when  a  lively  artillery  bom.bardm.ent  of  the  woods  was 
made  by  the  enemy.   At  11:30  P.M.  the  enemy  attacked  tho  positions 
held  by  this  regiment  and  put  down  heavy  artillery  and  machine  gun 
fire.   The  losses  of  this  ^egiment  v/ero  comi3a.ratively  slight,  mostly 
from  artillery  fire.   The  enemy,  however,  it  mbg   afterwards  learned 
from  prisoners  and  from  observe tion  of  dead  bodios,  suffered  heavy 
losses.   Companies  of  the  regiment  on  the  e?  stern  edge  of  the  v;ood 
did  very  effective  v/ork  with  automatic  rifles  s^d  captured  enemy 
machine  guns  against  a  large  body  of  Germans  who  attacked  Bouresches 
from  the  north.   The  assaults  of  the  enemy  broke  dovrn  before  they 
reached  the  lines  hold  by  this  regiment. 


.T;aj.ion.   xne  companies  v/ere  m  position  oy  b  A.r'i.  oi  xnax 
The  82nd  Comipany  was  on  the  right  with  its  right  resting  on 
itheast  corner  of  the  "/oods.   The  83rd  Comoany  was  on  the 


four 
in  support  and  instruc- 


Plans  were  made  for  an  attack  on  the  morning  of  June  8th  by  the 
3rd  Battalion.   The  companies  v/ere  in  position  by  6  A.M.  of  that 
date 

•■:he  south 

Left  of  the  82nd  Company.  Both  of  these  companies  were  in 
waves.   Tv/o  platoons  of '  the  80th  Company  we 

ccd  to  protect  the  left  ilank.   A  detail  of  the  2nd  Engineers 
ordered  to  protect  the  right  flank  and  to  advance  in  rear 
right  of  the  82nd  Company  along  the  eastern  cd>-e  of  the  v/oods, 
other  Engineers  and  two  platoons  of  the  &Oth  Company  being  held  in 
reserve.   The  S3rd  Company  vras  withdrawn  into  the  Woods  from  its 
advanced  position  in  time  to  get  in  line.   The  attack  was  preceded 

short  bom^bardment  by  Stokes  m.ortars  belonging  to  the  Stokes 


v/as 

the 


Dy 


mortar  platoon  of  the  Headquarters  Company,  having  been  brought  up 
pnd  placed  in  position  during  the  night.   This  bombardment  did  not 


ta 


---■♦•>' lain o/^.s  north- 
prove  to  be  very  effective  on  acoount  oi  the  density  ot  the  forest 
and  the  consequent  difficulty  in  observing  the  fire.   The  attack 
began  as  scheduled.   The  machine  gun  nests  were  soon  encountered 
and  it  was  founa  that  thoy  were  well  lortified  in  the  rocks  and 
held  an  exceedingly  strong  position.   The  fire  from  these  machine 
guns  was  terrixic.   The  enemy  was  also  well  supplied  with  hand 
grenades.   This  fire  cost  the  regiment  heavy  cavSualties,  but  it 
captured  four  enemy  machine  guns  and  killed  many  of  the  enemy  who 
were  garrisoned  in  these  nests.   Much  damage  was  done  to  the  enemy 
by  automatic  rifles.   Bombs  were  scarce.   Rifles  played  the  most 
important  role  and  many  of  the  enemy  were  also  killed  by  the  bayonet. 
Hand-to  hand  fighting  continued  until  about  8:30  A.M.  when  it  was 
found  that  the  enemy  had  many  machine  guns  placed  in  a  series  of 
strong  points,  or  forts,  in  such  a  manner  that  one  flanked  the  other. 
Some  of  these  strong  points  vi^cre  locptcd  and  a  few  of  tncm  surrounded 
and  captured.   It  was  decided  that  i±  vTOuld  be  impossible  to  carry 
those  forts  without  artillery  preparation  even  by  expending  larg.e 
forces.   Plans  were  made  to  hold  the  ground  gained  by  withdrawing 
the  troops  sufficiently  to  gain  cover  and  dig  in.   This  was  accom- 
plished by  11:30  A.M.   During  the  afternoon  ox  the  8th  the  regiment 
was  heavily  shelled  by  enem.y  artillery,  which  caused  some  casualties . 

Brigade  Headquarters  that  the  enemy  machine 
been  captured  would  be  subjected  to  artillery 
01  this  regiment  in  that  vicinity  should  be 


Word  was  received  from 

gun  nests  that  had  not 

fire  and  that  the  line 

withdrawn  slightly  in  order  to  avoid  endangering  tho  men, 

lowing  message  was  sent  by  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the 


The  fol- 
3rd  Battalion: 


"Will  have  men  under  cover  lor  artillery  fire  south  edge  of  woods 
within  one  hundred  and  ty/enty-iive  yards  of  edge  by  3  P.M.   Regret 
to  report  officers  and  men  are  too  much  exhausted  for  further  at- 
tack or  strong  resistance  until  after  several  hours'  rest.   Enemy 
shelling  our  position  now.   Damage  not  serious  ct  present.  Sibley." 
Ammunition  was  received  during  the  day.   Cold  rations  were  carried 
to  the  men.   It  was  then  decided  to  relieve  the  5rd  Battalion  with 
the  1st  Battalion.   These  plans  were  changed,  however,  and  it  was 
finally  decided  to  vacate  the  positions  near  the  Woods  entirely, 
in  .order  to  give  the  artillery  a  free  hand  in  reoucing  the  enemy 
strong  holds.   The  3rd  Battalion,  therefore,  rendezvoused  at  day- 
light on  the  morning  of  the  9th  in  the  Bois  de  Platiere,  about  two 
kilom.eters  south  of  Marig:ny,  and  went  into  Corps  reserve.   Here  the 
men  of  this  battalion  received  the  first  hot  food  they  had  had  since 
May  31st.   Regimental  Headquarters  ^ms  moved  fxorn   La  Boie  du  Chatel  to 
Faison  Blanche  on  June  Sth.'  The  2nd  Battalion  was  relieved  by 
the  1st  Battalion,  5th  Marines,  on  night  9th-10th,  and  went  into 
reserve  in  the  woods  east  of  I^^aison  Blanche. 

On  the  night  of  June  8th  the  1st  Battalion  moved  up  to  assist 


in  the  attack  on  positions  south  of 
morning  of  June  10th  the  attack  was 
two  companies  in  the  front  line  and 
was  only  partially  gainec ,  owing  to 
enemy.   It  was  renewed  on  June  11th 
southern  half  of  the  woods,  reaching 
engagement  were  heavy. 
Fuller  of  the  75th  were 
llth-12th  the  2nd  Battalion 


Bois  ce  Belleau.   Early  on  the 
launched  from  the  south  with 
two  in  support.   The  objective 
the  heavy  machine  gun  fire  of  the 
and  resulted  in  cleaning  out  the 
the  objective.   Losses  in  this 
Captain  Burns  of  the  V-ith  Company  and  Captain 
those  killed.   On  the  night  June 
moved  to  La  Sableonniere  Woods,  v;here 


among 


they  were  held  as  Corps  reserve.   This  same  night  the  3rd  Battalion 
moved  up  into  the  woods  I'l.'W.  ot  Lucy-le-Bocage ,  and  the  next  after- 
noon at  dusk  they  relieved  a  battalion  of  the  5th  Regiment  in  the 
positions  northeast  oi  Hill  142. 

About  this  time  the  regiment  received  replacem.ents .  Although  they 
had  never  before  been  under  fire,  these  replacements  did  excellent 
work  in  the  fighting  that  folloued. 

At  1:30  on  the  morning  ox  June  13th  the  2n6   Battalion  was  or- 
dered to  take  up  a  position  in  the  woods  northwcEt  of  Lucy-le-3rcage 
as  Brigade  reserve.   A  statement  of  a  dying  German  officer  was  to  the 
eflect  that  the  enemy  had  brought  up  a  fresh  division  and  intended 
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to  r.ttnck  at  da.wn.   The  battalion  heo  jubt  re-'.'cr.ea  tLe''-^<'oods  north- 
iTORi;  of  Lucy-le-Bocage  yyhen  a  mess?  e  W'S  received  thpt  the  enemy 
'".rjd  taken  Bouresches  p.nd  that  J':??jor  Kolconb  would  take  two  cornoanies 
^-■1  his  battalion  and  n'.ovi*  to  the  wooes  southeast  ol  Lucy-le-Bocage 
\f,ith   a  view  to  counterattacking.   The  73th  and  86th  Cor/ioanies  were 
sent  on  tliis  mission  and  covered  the  dangerous  tv/o  kilometers  ol 
open  country  to  this  position  in  ODcn  formation  and  without  inter- 
f.jrence  by  tno  energy  artillery.   The  destination  was  reached  about 
8;00  A.M.,  when  the  companies  dug  in.   Later  developments  proved  that 
Bouresches  remained  in  our  hano.s,  so  the  7&th  and  96th  Companies 
spent  the  day  in  the  woods.  Zarly  the  next  morninr  the  enemy  shelled 
these  woocis  with  j^^as  anc  high  exoiorive  shells,  causing  heavy 
casualties  to  the  tv/o  compani(3s .  i-.t   2:00  A.M.  this  same  morning 
(June  14th)  the  2nd  Battalion  was  ordered  to  relieve  the  2nd  Battalion 
oi  the  5th  Regiment  in  the  Bois  de  Bclleau.   This  relief  was  ac- 
complished, but  by  next  aitcrnoon  prc'Ctically  all  of   thtj  78th  and 
86th  Com-nanius  had  ocon   evacuated,  either  cs  wound  or  ^.8s   casualties. 
The  positions  in  the  Bois  de  Bclleau  of  r7hich  the  enemy  still  held 
a  part  was  a  very  active  sector*   The  line  consisted  almost  entirely 
of  dangerous  salients  and  enemy  machine  f<;un  nests.   The  G^erman 
artillery  and  m.innenwerf ers  horassco.  our  positions  almost  contin- 
uously.  On  tiic  nie:ht  15th-^6th  the  1st  Battalion  of  the  174th  French 
Infantry  relieved  the  3rd,  which  wunt  to  the  Bois  de  Platiere  v/here 
it  vras  held  in  division  reserve.   On  the  night  oi  -June  16th-17th  the 
2nd  Battalion  was  .elieved  by  $  battalion  of  the  7th  Infantry,  Amer- 
ican.  Before  the  relief  t^as  made  -^-he  enemy  made  tv/o  attacks  on  our 
positions,  but  we  repulsed  tnem.  anr!  inflicted  heavy  casualties. 
Upon,  completion  of  the  relief  the  battalion  v/ent  into  Corps  reserve 
at  the  Bois  de  ^-ros  Jean. 

On  the  nip'ht  18th-19th  a  battalion  of  the  7th  Infantry  relieved 
the  1st  Battalion,  which  moved  to  NanteuiD.-sur-Marne.   On  the  19th 
Regimental  Headquarters  v/as  established,  at  I'^^ontreuil .   The  entire 
regiment  was  out  of  the  front  line,  for  the  first  timu  since  Hay 
31st,   The  men  were  given  a  much-n^t.clec.  rest,  ba.ths  and  hot  food. 
The  Y.M.C*A.  and  Red  Cross  issr.ed  chocola.te  and  cakes,  which  helped 
materia.lly  to  improve  the  morale  of  the  men. 

On  the  night  of  the  21st  the  3rd  Battalion  went  into  '^'.rigade 
reserve  in  the  v/oods  northwest  of  Luc y-le-Bo cage  and  the  following 
night  relieved  the  2nd.  Battalion  of  the  7th  Infantry  in  the  south- 
v/cst  corner  of  the  Bois  de  Bclleau.   On  the  niplit  of  the  22nd-25rd 
the  2nd  Battalion  moved  up  into  the  woods  northwest  of  Lucy  as 
Brigade  reserve.   Regimental  He^^d.-uarters  was  moved  to  ii^ison 
Blanche  on  June  23rd.   Tlie  following  ni..  ht  the  1st  Battalion  moved 
from  Kanteuil  up  into  the  i.,oods  northv/est  of  Lucy-le-Eocage ,  vrhere 
it  v/as  held  as  Brigade  reserve. 

Every  night  ambush  p.  trols  v/ere  sent  out  and  working  parties 
put  up  wire  in  front  of  the  sector,  for  the  enem.y  v/as  expected  to 
make  a  general  attack  at  almost  any  moment.   On  June  24th 
Major  Shearer's  battalion  of  the  5th  Regiment  attacked  and  suc- 
ceeded in  driving  the  enemy  from  his  positions  in  the  northeastern 
part  of  the  Bois  de  Bclleau.   On  June  28th  Regimental  Headquarters 
moved  to  La  Boie  du  Chatel.   That  night  the  1st  Battalion  relieved 
the  3rd  B.^ttalion  in  the  southeast  corner  of  the  Bois  de  Bclleau. 

On  J'jly  2nd  three  hundred  men  and  about  twenty  officers  wore 
sent  to  :^a.ris  to  take  part  In   the  Fourth  of  July  parade. 

On  the  nights  of  July  5.th  and  6th  the  103rd  Infantry  relieved 
this  regiment,  which  immedia.tely  took  up  positions  on  the  Army 
reserve  line  near  3ezu-le-Cuery  v/itn  two  batta.lions  in  the  line  a.nd 
the  other  at  Na.ntcuil  in  reserve.   Reg'imental  Headquarters  was  es- 
tablished at  Pissolon.pe.   The  battalions  '.rere  each  given  a  three 
or  four  dnys'  stay  in  the  reserve  position  at  hanteuil,  ".vhere  the 
men  had  daily  si/imis  in  the  I.'arne .   On  July  16th  i'lajor  Hughes  re- 
turned to  the  Regiment,  assuming  covrn'-and  oi  the  1st  Battalion. 
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During  the  stay  in  the  Ghoteoi;  '  :  lerry  saif^fit-this  Brigade 
stopDed  the  enemy's  advance  on  theix  iront,  drove  ther.  back  from 
1-1/2  to.^  kilometerB  on  a  f our-kilor/iCtGr  -iront,  captured  apurox- 
imately  fifteen  hundred  priGOiiers  .-jnd  repulsed  lour  counterettacks. 
The  casualties  of  this  i'e£ir.ient  were  a.pproxi.r.ately  tv/o  huncred  and 
ninety-five  officers  ana  L:en   killea  and  lourteen  hundred  wounded. 

On  the  ni^  ht  of  July  16th  the  regiment  embussed  at  iianteuil 
for  an  unknovvn  destination.   The  men  thought  they  were  f;0ing  back 
to  some  quiet  rest  area,  but  they  were  sadly  mistaken,  for  after 
riding  all  ni^j-ht  ana  until  noon  of  the  next  day  the  troops  dobussed 
at  Brassoir  in  the  Soissors  sector,   from  hore  they  hiked  to  posi- 
tions in  the  Villers-Cotturets  forftf..t.   This  wrs  one  of  quickly- 
executed  moves,  planned  by  Varshall  Foch,  which  provec  to  be  wholly 
urjiexpected  by  the  enem.y.   The  troops  were  massed  in  the  forest  under 
cover  fromi  enemy  observation.   This  reginont,  f.ftor  marching  for 
twenty  kilometers  in  a  h<jdY/   ra.in  storm,  over  crowded  roads,  finally 
went  into  bivouac  in  the  Eois  de  Retz .   Violunt  artillery  action  in 
the  surrounding  forest  ot   davm  of  July  15th  gave  notice  that  the  at- 
tack had  begun.   This  re^rirnent  was  divisional  reserve  and  followed 
about  three  kilometers  in  rear  of  the  attacking  troops.   The  great 
number  oi  prisoners  we  or.  sbed  on  their  way  to  the  rear  showed  th?t 
the  initial  attack  had  b^en  n    com;olote  success.   The  re[,iment  bivouaced 
for  the  nipht  some  two  kilom.;tcrs  behind  the  nev/  line  at  Beau  ReiDaire 
Farm.   Officers  and  men  wcfc  in  hiph  spirits  at  t'ne  brilliant  success 
of  the  drive  and  were  'japcr  to  take  their  part  in  the  advance. 
Enemy  airplanes  flew  low  erA   attempt  cd  to  hara.'s  this  regiment  and 
oth^r  troops  massed  in  the  woods  behind  the  lines,  v/ith  machine  gun 
fire.   Ba.ttalion  commanders  were  called  to  Regimental  Headquarters  and 
told  that  the  regiment  would  attack  the  Oerman  line  east  of  Vicrzy  on 
the  morning  of  July  19th.   This  information  was  given  to  the  bat- 
talion commanders  at  about  4:30  A*M.  of  July  19th.   The  attack  was 
started  at  8:30  A.M»  with  the  1st  Battalion  on  the  right  of  the  Regi- 
mental area,  th^.  2nd  on  the  left  a,nd  the  thiro.  in  support.  The  attack 
was  supported  by  tanks.   The  advance  to  the  front  line,  a  little  more 
than  a  kilometer  distant,  was  across  perfectly  open  I'.'heat  fields. 
The  pace,  because  of  the  necvjscity  of  following  the  tanks,  was  slow 
and  the  advance  over  the  entire  distance  was  through  a  heavy  barrage 
put  dov/n  by  the  ener;y.  [Jlxen   the  front '■lines  were  passed  the  enemiy 
machine  guns  proved  most  trouble somiO  .   A  halt  i/as  made  alter  a  gain 
of  about  one  kilometer  for  the  reason  tnat  tno  casualties  had  so 
reduced  the  regiment  that  further  advance  was  practically  im.possible. 
iVhat  remaineo_  of  the  regiment  took  shelter  in  a  line  of  semi-complete 
intrenchmients  constructed  by  th^  Germans,  vmer^'  from  10:30  A.M.  untiij. 
lark  the  regiment  v/cs  subjectt.o  to  the  enemy's  artillery,  one-pounder 
and  machine  gun  fire.   Early  in  thu  fighting  it  was  discovered  that 
an  uncovered  gap  had  developea  bet'./een  the  Ist  ana  2nd  Ba.ttalions, 
and  Major  Sibley,  comjiianding  the  3rd  Battalion,  to  which  had  been    .  . 
attached  the  15th  and  V'^th  Kcchine  Clun  Gompanies,  one  platoon  each 
from,  the  73rd  and  81st  Machine  C-u.j  Gompanios,  also  the  Stokes  mortar 
and  one-pounder  platoons  of  the  Ho'dquartcrs  Comoany  without  their 
■nortars  and  one-pounders,  was  ordered  to  fill  this  f-?^'p.   He  ordered 
the  83rd  and  84th  C>jm;panics  to  advance  into  this  oortion  of  the  line 
which  was  uncovered,  tho  remainder  of  Major  Sibley's  command  follovdng 
the  leading  battalions  at  a  distance  oi  one  thousand  yards.   The  77th 
Company  and  the  platoon  oi  81st  Com-pany  w-cre  detached  fromx  the  3rd 
Battalion  later  in  the  day.   The  iollov;ing  message  was  sent  to  all 
battalion  conmanders  at  3:45  P.M.: 


"From: 

C 

.0. 

6th 

Regt 

i 

At: 

P 

.C. 

19  July 

1913 

-  3 

:45  P 

.M. 

.  NO.  10 

To :   C . 

0. 

s  : 

Lst, 

2nd , 

3i 

'd  Bns .  , 

B3/  runner . 
Hqrs.Co.,  1st  Bn.2nd  Engrs. 
The  Division  Com.rander  directs  us  to  dig  in  and  hold  our 
present  line  at  all  costs.   No  further  advance  will  be  m.ade  ■ 
for  the  present.   He  congratulates  the  command  on  its  ga.llant 
conduct  in  the  lace  of  severe  casTialtirs . 

Let  me  have  sketch  of  your  position  and  disposition.   Am- 
m'unition  at  crossroads  112  southr.ast  of  Vierzy. 

Lee." 
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Conditions  were  bad  throufihout  the  regiment.   It  was  practically 
impossible  to  send  out  water  details  and  canteens  were  empty.   The 
men  dug  in  as  well  as  possible,  but  digging  was  dangerous  and  the 
enemy  fire  increased  the  casualties  ra.pidly.   The  1st  Battalion  lost 
in  killed  Captain  Kearns ,  95th  Comoany,  Lieut.  Burr  of  the  battalion 
Headquarters,  and  Lieut.  Redf ord ,  and  in  wounded  Captain  Turner, 
Battalion  adjutant,  and  seven  lieutenants.   The  2nd  Battalion  losses 
were  heavy.   Only  three  company  officers  remained  in  that  battalion 
when  the  regiment  was  relieved.   Of  the  other  officers  Lieuts.  John 
W.  Overton  and  Charles  W.  Roy  were  killed  while  advancing  at  the  head 
of  their  platoons.   The  3rd  Battalion  lost  39fo  of  its  officers.   The 
regiment  had  entered  the  battle  with  an  aporoximate  strength  of 
twenty-eight  hundred  men,  three  hundred  and  fifty  of  these  not  being 
engaged.   Of  the  twenty-four  hundred  and  fifty  men  actually  engaged 
there  were  thirteen  hundred  killed  and  wounded.   The  regiment  was 
relieved  about  midni?:ht  of  July  19th  by  Algerians  and  withdrew,  re- 
maining in  reserve  resting.   ?/liile  in  bivouac  near  Translor  Farm, 
July  20th,  the  regiment  suffered  several  casualties  from  falling 
limbs  of  trees.   The  forest  had  been  subjectec  to  intense  shell  fire 
and  branches  and  trunks  of  trucs  had  been  partly  scvc;red,  and  tho 
breeze  which  sprang  up  Cc?used  many  of  them  to  fall.   During  the  night 
the  troops  were  also  subjected  to  intermittent  long-  range  shelling 
from  Austrian  ISO's.   Coming  after  the  strenuous  fighting,  the 
Shelling,  the  downpour  of  rain  and  the  falling  branches  added  greatly 
to  the  mental  and  physical  exhaustion  of  the  troops.   The  Quarter- 
master's department  issued  some  now  clothes  while  the  regiment  yms 
resting  in  the  back  area.   On  July  31st  the  regiment  marched  to 
Wanteuil-le-Haudonin,  where  it  entrained  for  the  Toul  Sector. 

The  regiment  detrained  August  1st  at  Nancy  and  from  August  2nd 
to  August  6th  Regimental  Headquarters  vms  at  Chaligny.   During  this 
time  the  regiment  was  reorganized,  cleaned  up  and  rested.   More 
clothing  was  issued,  replacements  joined  and  many  casuals,  men  who 
had  been  cvcicuated  to  hospitals,  returned.   A  number  of  enlisted  men 
were  com.missioned  and  several  of  them  sent  to  Army  School  at  Langres. 
August  5th  the  regiment  moved  to  Liverdun  and  on  August  7th  Regi- 
mental Headquarters  was  established  at  Dieulouard  .   The  2nd  Battalion 
relieved  the  340th  French  regimient  in  the  trenches  at  Pont-a-Mousson, 
with  the  1st  and  3rd  Battalions  in  reserve.   The  sector  was  a  very 
quiet  one.   On  the  night  of  August  8th-9th  the  enemy  put  down  a  box 
barrage  on  the  right   of  the  position  held  by  the  2nd  Battalion  and 
everything  pointed  to  a  raid  by  him.,  but  he  did  not  penetrate  the 
lines.   Only  two  men  v;ere  slightly  wounded.   Effective  work  at  recon- 
naissance v/as  carried  out  rnd   prtrolling  was  successful,   but  the 
ambuscc'des  of  this  regiment  met  v;ith  no  success.   Apparently  the 
enemy  vp.s   content  to  rest  vj-ithin  h^.s  own   wire.   There  were  no  in- 
fantry dovelopmjcnts .  Both  artilleries  wore  quiet  and  each  side 
moderately  active  in  the  air.   v/hile  in  this  vicinity  the  mien  v/ere 
given  sY/imimin^  instruction  in  the  river  and  liberty  to  Nancy  w£  s 
granted  to  25^  of  the  reserve  units.   On  August  16th  Lieut.  Colonel 
Holcomb  vTas  assigned  to  duty  '^'S  second  in  command  of  the  F.egiraent , 
Major  Ernest  C  Williams  succeeding  Lieut .' Colonel  Holcom.b  in  commiand 
of  the  2nd  Bc?i,ttalion.   The  re^.-imient  v,'as  relieved  on  th-:.  16th  oi 
August  and  on  August  17th  the  Headquarters  Oj.  the  Regiment  was  moved 
to  Harmonville .   The  1st  Battalion  arrived  ^nd  was  billeted  at  Har- 
monbille  on  August  19th.   The  2nd  Battalion  rvs   billeted  at  the  Bois 
de  i'Eveque,  and  the  3rd  Battalion  at  Autreville.   While  in  this  area 
the  new  replacements  v/ere  instructed  in  new  features  of  vmrfare,  hikes 
were  held  and  more  casuals,  as  vrell  as  rcplrcerjents ,  both  otficers 
and  men,  were  receiveo  .   A  rifle  range  and  m.aneuver  ground  at  Bois 
de  I'Eveque  was  used  in  turn  by  th^:  different  battalions. 

On  September  22nd,  after  stanoing-by  all  the  day  before,  orders 
were  received  to  begin  a  series  of  marches  which  v/ere  to  take  the 
regiment  into  the  St.  I'-ihiel  sector  and  into  the  first  wholly  Am^erican 
grand  offensive.   The  First  Arm.y  had  just  been  brought  into  being 
and  rumors  of  a  bic  drive  against  the  German  strongholds  in  the 
salient  in  front  of  Metz  had  bcen  rife  for  -.;eeks .   It  7/rs  planned 
to  march  by  night  and  to  bivouac  in  the  v/oods  during  the  day, 
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screened  irom  aericl  oonorvntion.  '^  iTicm^rCTurti   (?G^J  not  cxtfoncly 
severe.   Regimental  Headquarters  ooved  as  follows:   Thuilly 
September  2no-3rd;  Cha.udoney  September  4th;  Ferme  do  Sebastopol 
September  5th-10th.  At  Fcrm.e  de  Scbastonol  drill  and  attack  for- 
mations through  woods  and  underbrush  wore  held.   Replacements  and 
casuals  joined  the  ret,imcnt  on  September  6th,  giving  each  company 
a  strength  of  aporoxim.ately  two  hundred  and  twenty  men.   On  Sep- 
tember 10th  the  regim.ent  marched  to  Manonville,  where  Regimental 
Headquarters  was  established  and  troops  bivouaced  in  the  woods  in 
that  vicinity.   Here  on  September  11th  all  battalion  officers  and 
company  commanders  received  tank  instructions.   Emphasis  was  laid 
on  maintaining  liaison  between  tanl:s  and  infantry.   It  was  clearly 
indicated  that  this  was  to  be  one  of  the  great  ofiensi^res  of  the 
«var.   Troops  ;vere  massed  in  every  woods.-  The  amount  of  heavy  ar- 
tillery, especially  of  long  range  guns  mounted  on  railway  trucks 
and  well  camouflaged,  exceeded  that  of  any  former  offensive.   On 
September  11th  a  num.ber  of  replacements  were  received,  bringing 
the  regiment  approximately  to  full  comolem.ent.   These  replacements, 
like  ail  former  ones,  consisted  mostly  of  men  who  had  enlisted  in  the 
jiarine  Corps  after  war  had  been  declared  and  had  received  the 
regular  recruit  training  at  Parris  Island,  South  Carolina,  Mare 
Island,  California,  and  other  recruit  depots  in  the  United  States. 
From  the  recruit  depots  those  men   were  sent  to  Quantico,  Virginia, 
where  replacement  battalions  and  regiments  were  form.ed.   At  Quantico 
they  received  instruction  in  the  methods  ot  modern  warfare.   After 
arriving  m  France  they  were  held  for  various  periods  of  time  in  the 
training  areas,  where  many  of  them  were  sent  to  schools  for  instruc- 
tion in  the  different  specialties.   A  few  noncommissioned  officers 
with  several  years'  experience  v/ho  were  taken  from  ship  duty  and 
other  stations,  were  distributed  among  tht  replacements  before  they 
left  America.   As  a  whole  the  replacements  were  as  v;ell  trained  as 
could  be  expected,  and  nuickly  became  imbueci  with  the  spirit  of  the 
regiment . 

Preparations  for  engaging  the  enem.y  vrcrc  made  during  the  after-" 
noon  of  Septem;ber  11th.   Blanket  rolls  vj-ere  stored  in  the  woods  a.nc. 
men  left  to  guard  them.   This  detail  "/as  picked  from  th^^  SOfo  reserve 
which  had  been  left  behind.   Stokes  m.ortar,  one  pounder  and  pioneer 
troops  from  the  Headquarters  Company  were  distributed  among  the  ba,t- 
talions.   Ammunition,  including  rifle,  Ghauchat  and  VB  bombs,  v/as 
obtained  and  distributed.   The ' tentative  plan  of  attack  was  given 
to  the  battalion  commanders,  -who  discussed  themi  "/ith  their  company 
com.manders  during  the  afternoon.   The  rugiment  v;as  to  move  to  the 
"3um.ping-off "  place,  near  Limey,  as  uarly  in  the  night  as  possible 
and  was  to  be  in  position  by  one  o'clock  A.Fi.,  September  12th,  when 
the  artillery  prepa-ration  was  to  comimencvj .   The  1st  Battalion  and 
the  73rd  Aiachine  Gun  Company  as  a  com.bat  group  v/ere  placed  on  the 
left  to  maintain  liaison  between  the  39th  Division  and  the  23rd 
Infantry,  receiving  their  orders  for  this  operation  from  the  C.G., 
3rd  Brigade.   The  3rd  Battalion  v;as  placed  on  the  right,  the  2nd 
oeing  in  support.   Ahead  of  this  regiment  v/as  the  23rd  Infantry. 
The  movemicnt  to  the  "jumping  off"  place  was  made  during  a  heavy 
rain  and  the  roads  were  very  muddy  and  blocked  v/ith  traffic,  but 
considering  the  immensity  of  the  operation  and  the  fact  that  the 
various  units  arrived  in  their  places  according  to  schedule,  tes- 
tified to  the  care  with  thich  the  details  had  been  previously  worked 
out.   The  liaison  bet'.TCen  the  units  of  this  regiment  and  those  on 
either  flank  v/as  quickly  established  and  down  to  and  including 
platoon  commanders'  all  officers  v/ere  advised  of  their  location  v/ith 
relation  to  all  others. 

The  mission  of  the  Marine  Brigade  wf s  the  general  support  of 
the  3rd  Brigade  in  executing  the  division's  mission  "first  day"  and 
to  be  prepared  to  pcss  through  the  3rd  Brigade,  advance  to  the  line 
"2nd  day"  and  rcconnoiter  up  to  the  exploitation  line  v/hen  ordered. 
The  regimental  limits  -jcre  to  be:   Eastern  -  Lironville  (exclusive); 
Limey  (inclusive);  Remenauville  (exclusive);  eastern  ed' e  of  the 
Bois  de  1' Eve  que  (exclusive);  unimproved  road  northern  edr^c  Bois  de 
I'Eveque  to  Thiancourt-Rcgnieville  road  (inclusive);  Thiaucourt  (in- 
clusive); north  of  Bois-du-Fey  (exclusive)  -  point  207.5  -  northeast 
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through  Eois-clu-Rupt  -  Pois-'  e- 1.- -l'' on taccne  and  Hill  310.3,  all  ex- 
clusive to  exploit,?tion  line.   The  Western:   Lims}^  (inclnsive)  - 
unimproved  road  extendinr/  north  from  linej'-  to  Center  of  Poi's-de- 
Euvzin  -  eastern  edge  of  cleririnp:-  bet-;7een  Bois-de-Beau~Vallon  - 
Bois-de-Euvezin  -  Hill  c^64.3  (inclusive)  -  Thiaucourt  (inclusive)  - 
Xammes  (exclusive)  -  Charey  (inclusive).   The  regiment  was  to  ad- 
\rance  in  two  lines  of  battalions,  eachbtiattalion  in  form  with  two 
com-oanies  in  the  first  line  and  t7/o  conpanios  in  support.   The  ad- 
vance of  the  regiment  was  to  "be  made  in  rushes  by  successive  bounds. 
The  first  bound  was  to  be  line  of  departure  to  the  front  lino  trenches. 
The  second  bound  was  to  be  thu  enemy's  first  positions;  the  third 
'^ound  the  enemy's  intermediary  or  first  combat  positions;  the  fourth 
bound  his  second  positions;  and  the  fifth  bound  was  to  be  the  line 
■'iirst  phase."   Each  bound  v/as  to  be  initiated  from;  the  departure 
01  the  rear  battalion  of  the  23rd  Infantry  from  the  objective  of 
the  bound.   The  regiment  was  to  be  at  all  times  prepared  to  pass 
through  the  23rd  Infantry  and  to  continue  the  attack.   The  first 
attack  was  to  begin  on  "D"  day  at  "H"  hour.   The  artillery  action 
Vifas  to  begin  on  "D"  day  at  "H"  minus  four  hours.   A  rolling  bar- 
ra.ge  was  to  precede  the  infantry  advance  at  the  rate  of  ICDO  meters 
in  four  minutes  to  the"first  pkase" ,  where  a  standing  barrage  was 
to  be  put  down  in  the  foreground  until  "H"  plus  six  hours,  when  a 
rolling  barrage  w  s  to  continue  to  the  line  "first  day"  at  the  rate 
of  100  meters  in  four  minutes.   One  company  of  light  tanks  was  to 
take  position  on  "D"  day  at  "H"  hour  minus  four  hours  near  the 
Lironville-Noviant  road,  head  of  column  500  meters  south  of  Liron- 
ville.   The  follov/in£  order  was  sent  from  Regimental  Headquarters 
on  September  11,  1918: 

"1.   Tomorrow,  September  12th,  is  "D"  day. 

"H"  hour  is  5:00  A,K.- 

The  artillery  preparation  will  start  at  1:00  A.M. 
and  continue  for  four  (4)  hours.  During  this  bombard- 
ment it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  all  men  be  kept 
under  cover  in  designated  positions. 

2*      You  will  march  your  com.raand  at  the  ea.rliost 
practica.ble  moment  lor  your  positions  indicated;  viz., 
3rd  Battalion  in  trenches  on  south  edge  of  Limey  -  2nd 
Battalion  in  trenches  and  Yforks  in  ra.vine  about  500  yards 
southwest  of  Limey.   It  is  imrjcrativc  that  you  be  in 
position  before  the  artillerv  prepara.tion  st-rts  at  1:00 
A,U. 

3.   Chemical  v/arfare  grandes  and  material  v;ill  be 
found,  at  dump  west  edge  of  Lironville.   Details  fromi 
platoons  must  be  sent  there  to  obtain  these  m^^terinls. 

H.Leo,  Colonel,  USMC,  Commanding." 

The  battalion  commanders  were,  Major  Frederick  A.  Barker,  1st 
Battalion;  Major  Ernest  C  ■.Tilliams,  2nd  Battalion;  Lieut.  Col. 
3r.rton  ;7.  Sibley,  3rd  Battalion. 

The  artillery  preparation  started  at  1  A.M.  as  scheduled  and 
•.7c: s  intense.   For  four  hours  the  long  range  gvins  bombarded  the 
enemy's  back  areas,  while  the  lighter  guns  did  terrific  damage  to 
front  line  and  support  positions.   During  this  four-hour  bombard- 
ment the  troops  lay  in  trenches  near  Limey  in  the  heavy  rain.   At 
o  A.M.  the  23rd  Infa^ntry  moved  off  from  its  " jumping-off "  positions  ■ 
.'■^nd  was  followed  by  this  reji-iment.   There  had  been  little  response 
to  the  American  artillery  preparation,  anc  T/hen  the  attack  started 
there  was  no  indication  that  the  infantry  v/as  meeting  heavy  op- 
position.  Perfect  liaison  was  maintained.   The  -'dvancc  continued 
uninterrupted  across  the  hills  to  the  north  of  Limey  and  at  8:30 
the  front  lines  of  the  re^-lment  entered  the  Bois  Haie  I'Eveque. 
The  CO.  of  the  3rd  Battalion  sent  the  following  message: 

-18-  . 

A^ , -   —    -^-^■"""^BErsmT^^Xj^.-^Lm. 


'■-  ■.. 


'..1  .'.      .;  . 


.'■  ».;..'•    '.•   „■  ■ 


CO 


;•  !t 


P.  ' 


:1.  isri 
U::\:'  ■ 


J,     .;.  CJ 


"From  CO.  3rc.  3n, 

At  P.C.   Date  12  September  18,  8:30  A.M. 
To   CO.  ,  6th. 

Entering  Bois  Hnie  I'Evoque  pnC.    still  progressing. 

Sibley." 

In  passing  through  the  woods,  some  difficulty  wrs  encountered 
in  maintaining  liaison,  but  a  halt  rt  9:30  enabled  reorgpnization 
to  accomplished.   Cpsualties  were  light,  all  being  from  shell  lire, 
The  advance  on  Thiaucourt  vias  uninterrupted.   The  town  was  rerched 
about  3  P.M.,  the  2nd  Battalion  passing  through  the  town.   The  3rd 
Battalion  skirted  the  tovm  to  the  v/est.   The  82nd  and  97th  Companies 
of  the  3rd  Battalion  had  become  somewhat  detached.   The  2nd  Bat- 
talion took  up  a  position  north  of  Thiaucourt,  after  reorganizing. 
The  following  message  fron-  the  CO.  of  the  3rd  battalion  indicates 
the  position  taken  by  thrt  bpttalion  and  its  condition: 

"From:   CO.  ,  3rd  Bn. 
At  P.C.  Date:   12  Sept.  Hour:  4:00  P.M.  Wo.  5. 
To:    CO.  ,  6th. 

About  an  hour  or  t¥/o  or  more  a^  o  v/e  passed  to  the 
north  of  Thiaucourt  and  took  up  position  about  1000 
yards  behind  23rd  Infantry  with  thu  tv;o  companies 
that  remain  with  us-   Enemy  began  shelling  our  lines, 
and  infantry  fell  behind  us*   ilow  are  in  position 
again . 

Our  two  missing  com^.^anies  have  just  reported  in, 
and  are  being  placed.   However,  all  units  are  badly 
disorganized  and  out  of  position. 

liTe  need  rations  if  possible,  some  ambulances  for  a 
fev/  ¥70unded ,  and  counter  artillery  v/ork.   Artillery 
has  been  silent  for  several  hours. 

Sibley." 

At  this  time  the  23rd  Infantry  v/as  about  1000  yards  behind  the 
Arm.y  line  and  was  subjected  to  hca,vy  direct  artillery  fire.   A 
rearyjard  movement  was  noticed  and  two  companies  of  this  batta.lion 
v/ere  pushed  out  to  support  the  line.   About  5  P.'f.  the  original  line 
was  reestablished.   This  position  in  -support  of  the  23rd  Infantry  was 
maintained  throughout  the  night.   Upon  verbal  orders  from  the  Brigade 
Commander  in  Thiaucourt,  at  about  6:50  P.M.,  to  send  one  battalion  to 
protect  the  left  flank  of  the  23rd  Infantry,  the  2nd  Battalion  yicb 
designated  for  this  duty  and  coved  out  to  position,  and  the  followi 
field  message  v;as  sent  to  Brigade: 


>wing 


"6th  Marines,  Thiaucourt,  12  Sept.  18,  6:30  P.M.  #12. 
Commanding  General,  4th  Brigaoe. 

2nd  Battalion  (Williams)  has  been  ordered  to  take 
up  a  flank  position  running  southwest  at  about  800 
yards  from  362.4-242.6,  3rd  Br t tali  on  (Sibley)  holds 
position  to  north  of  Thiaucourt  1000  yards  in  rear  of 
23rd  Infantry.   More  details  later,   ifar-.t  is  Barker's 
status?  Our  P.C.  v;ill  be  established  at  7:30  P.M.  in 
mayor's  house. 

H.Lee." 

The  1st  and  2nd  Battalions  returned  to  the  regiment  the  next 
dry.  Upon  receipt  of  Brigade  field  orders  to  relieve  the  3rd 
Biigade  in  their  position  north  oi  Thiaucourt,  the  relief  was  con- 
ducted as  follows:   The  1st  Battalion  relieved  the  3rd  Battalion  of 
23rd  Infantry  ^^t  8  P.M.  Sept.  13th  in  support  position  along  the 
Beney- Thiaucourt  roaid;  the  2nd  Battalion  relieved  the  1st  Battalion 
of  the  23rd  Infantry  in  support  position  at  7  P.M.;  the  3rd  Batt.-^lion 
relieved  the  2nd  Battalion  ol  the  23rd  Infantry  in  the  forward  posi- 
tion, advancing  the  first  line  to  the  Army  line,  and  the  reliefs  were 
reported  as  follows: 

t  P.C,  date  13  Sept.  18,  hour  7  P.M 
0.  6th  Marines. 

Sketch,  plan  of  cor;pany  dispositions 
on  reverse  hereof. 

Willirms."  .  -- 


From  CO.  2nd  Bn. 

A 

Sent  by  runner  to 

C 

Relief  c  omrol ..  t  e  . 

and  battalion  P.C 

.'s 

yr 


"Fron  CO.,  1st  En.  6th  Rogt. 
At  Toul-Thiaucourt  rrilroad  station,  Sept.  13,  1918.  Hour 

8:45  P.M. 
To:   CO.   6th  Marines. 

This  battalion  has  relieved  the  3rd  Battalion  of  the 
23rd  Infantry.   Relief  completed  at  &  P.M.  Battalion 
holds  support  line  alon;;;  Beney-Thiaucourt  road  561.9- 
332.5,  except  three  platoons  of  74th  Company,  which  is 
400  yards  north  of  road.   Order  of  companies  from  right 
to  left  -  74th,  76th,  75th  and  95th  Company  in  rear  of 
74th  and  76th  south  of  road.   Battalion  P.O.  at  R.R. 
station  362.8-246.4. 

Barker." 


The  Srd  Battalion  made  the  relief  as  indicated  in  the  order  sent 
to  all  company  commanders  of  that  battalion,  a: 


"From:   CO.  3rd  Bn. 
At:    ?.C 

13  Sept.  1918  -  6:00  P.M.   Fo.  6. 
To:    C.O.'s  All  Companies. 

In  ac'.-ordanoe  with  Regiment:?!  Orders  the  companies  of 
this  battalion  will  take  over  positions  as  reconnoitered 
this  P.j'i.;  82nd  Co.  right  front  line,  83rd  Co.  leit  front 
line,  84th  Co.  left  support,  97th  Co.  right  support.   This 
will  be  accomplished  at  dusk  and  completed  at  dark.   Re- 
port to  these  headquarters  as  soon  as  relief  is  completed. 
One  platoon  of  the  15th  M.G.Co.  will  support  ri^,ht  front 
Co.;  another  will  support  left  front  Co.;  and  another  will 
be  in  reserve.   Stokes  mortar  and  onu-pounder  detachment 
will  remain  in  reserve  and  will  occupy  position  now  held 
for  present. 

By  ordior  of  Lt  .Col  .Sibley : 
David  Bellamy,  acj." 

This  relief  was  completed  beiore  midnight.   Patrols  were  sent 
out  and  liaison  was  established.   The  only  activities  were  those  of 
patrols,  although  the  enemy  attempted  intermittent  harassinr;  fire. 
In  compliance  with  orders  ifrom  the  <rth  Bri^^ede  Headquarters,  received 
on  the  afternoon  of  Septemibcr  14th,  two  com.panies  were  sent  out  from 
the  1st  Battalion  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  outposts  on  the 
northern  edge  of  the  Bois  de  la  I'''ontc'gne  '--nd  the  woods  to  the  v/est 
on  the  road  Xamraes-Cherey .   The  following  field  m.osgagc  was  sent: 


"From:   CO.  6th 
18.   5:40  P."". 
To:    CO.  3rd  Battalion. 
Operations  ■".■emorandum  #2. 
In  comipliancc  with  verbal  inst 
Commandt.r  you  will  advance  you 
this  evening  as  soon  as  lig'^^t 
By  this  line  is  meant  the  higl 
extending  from  a  point  northw>- 
north  of  Xammes.  Arrange  the 
supports  to  suit  the  terrain  £ 
The  1st  Battalion  of  this  re 
to  execute  a  reconnaissance  to 
kilom.eters  to  the:  iront,  and  a 


Marines,  F .C  .Thiaucourt ,  14  Sept. 


herewith  enclosed  lor  your  in: 

Lee." 


ructions  from,  the  Brigade 
r  line  to  the  Army  Line 
conditions  are  favorable. 
,  ground  in  your  front 
st  of  Ja.ulney  to  the 
disposition  of  your  locrl 
nd  your  own  judgment . 
giment  is  under  orders 
a  point  ^.bout  t?AO  (2) 
copy  of  th^_  memo  is 
orm.^tion. 


In  reply  to  the  above  the  following  messoge  was  received  from; 

the  CO.  ,  3rd  Bn. : 


II 


From:   CO.  3rd  Bn.  at  P.O.,  date  14  Sept,  IS. 
To:    C.O. ,  6th  l^arines. 

In  accordance  with  youi  operations  memo  #2  of  5:45 
P.M.  this  dote,  the  82nd  end  e3rd  our  present  front 
line.  Cos.  have  been  order.. d  to  hold  this  position. 


dm 
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The  S7th  and  84th  Cos.  have  been  ordered  to  pass  thru 
them  jump  off  from  Jaulny-Kammes  road  at  7:45  P.M.  and 
to  occuTDy  the  Army  line.   Thic  P.O.  will  move  forward 
with  those  two  companies  along-  the  road  passing:  through 
the  center  of  the  Rept .  subsector.   Final  location  will 
be  reported  later.   An  office  P .C .  will  be  maintained 
at  the  present  location. 

Sibley*" 

These  moves  were  completed  during  the  night.   The  97th  and  84th 
Companies  of  the  Sird  Battalion  occupied  the  forward  positions.   The 
82nd  and  83rd  Companies  weri^  ordered  to  remain  in  position,  on  ac- 
count of  the  difficulty  of  moving  in  the  darkness <   Two  platoons  of 
the  15th  Machine  Gun  Company  were  ordered  to  support  the  new  front 
line.   Major  Barker,  with  the  1st  Battalion,  moved  north  at  9  P.M. 
Both  the  new  and  the  old  line  positions  were  shelled  heavily  by  the 
enemy  and  at  11  P.M.  airplanes  dropped  bombs  in  the  vicinities  of 
cross  roads.   Casualties  were  not  heavy.   At  daylight  on  the  morning 
of  the  15th  the  2nd  Battalion,  under  Major  Williams,  passed  through 
the  3rd  Battalion  and  occupied  the  Bois  la  Montagny.   The  move  drew 
heavy  shell  fire  from,  the  enemy. 

Difficulty  was  encountered  in  maintaining  liaison.   The  2nd 
Battalion  was  separated  into  tv/o  bodies,  one  under  Major  Williams 
and  the  other  under  Captain  Martin.   These  troops  were  without 
licison  for  several  hours  during  the  morning,  as  was  the  1st  Bat- 
talion in  the  Bois  dc  la  Montagny.   The  84th  and  97th  Companies  of 
the  3rd  Battalion  sent  patrols  to  locate  them.   The  2nd  Battalion  had 
moved  into  close  proximity  to  the  German  lines  and  the  enemy  opened 
heavy  machine  gun  fire.   The  1st  Battalion  was  placed  in  line  on  the 
right  and  left  flanks  of  the  2nd  Battalion;  the  76th  Company  on  the 
right  flank,  with  the  74th.  Company  in  support  and  the  75th  Company 
with  the  95th  Company  on  the  leit  flank.   The  3rd  Battalion  was  or- 
dered to  reinforce  the  2nd  Battalion  at  10:30  A.M.  and  tv;o  platoons 
Y/ere  sent  from,  the  83rd  Company  for  this  duty.   A  heavy  artillery 
barrage  from  the  long  range  guns  of  the  forts  near  Metz  vjas  put 
down  on  the  2nd  Battalion  and  the  reinforcing  platoons.   The  enemy 
.-'Iso  attempted  a  counterattack,  but  vvas  repulsed  by  rifle  and 
machine  gun  fire  by  the  1st  and  2nd  Battalions  and  the  two  platoons 
of  the  83rd  Company.   These  tv/o  platoons  v/ere  recalled  to  their 
company  at  6:00  P.M.  The  entire  sector  was  heavily  shelled  during 
the  whole  day  of  September  15th,   Casualties  were  comparatively 
light. 

Information  v;as  received  from  Brigade  Headqur.rters  on  the 
morning  of  September  15th  that  the  5th  Marines  ha_d  been  ordered  to 
establish  a  line  from  the  north  cdr e  of  Bois-de-Halbat  to  Bois-de- 
la-Montagnc  and  to  establish  liaison  -./ith  this  regiment,  v/hich  was 
on  the  left  of  the  5th.  The  89th  Division  v;as  ordered  forv/ard. 
This  regiment  v/as  ordered  to  establish  combat  liaison  v/ith  the  5th 
Regiment  on  the  right  and  89th  Division  on  the  left. 

The  following  field  messages  from  Regimental  Headquarters  were 
sent  to  the  CO.'s  2nd  and  3rd  Battalions: 

"From:   CO. 6th  Marines  at  P  .C  .Thiaucourt ,  15  Sept.  18 
2:12  A.M. 
To:    CO.  2nd  Bn.  6th  Marines. 

You  :7ill  proceed  immediately  v/ith  your  Bn.  and  M.G.Co. 
north  and  occupy  the  line  from  Xammes-Charey  road  east- 
ward across  the  southern  edge  of  the  woods  lying  betv/een 
Xammes  and  Charey  along  the  unimproved  road  running  east 
and  west  through  the  Bois-de-la-Montagne  and  the  X  -  line 
244,3  from  Hill  231.5. 

Lee." 

"From:   CO.  6th  Marines  at  P  .C .  Thiaucourt,  15  Sept.  18. 
2:15  A.M. 
To:    CO.,  3rd  Bn.,  6th  Marines. 


JL^m 
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Thirgs  scor.:  to  bu  ;  oi.i'-  v.'oll  up  -^t  the  Iront.   The  6th 
Infantry  (5th  Tivision)  iw  digginr  in  at  Rorf-bercourt . 
The  8&th  Division  is  ordered  lorwa.rd.   The  5th  I";arines 
are  holdinp  outpost  line  iroc  Bois-de-la-Kontagne  east. 
The  ?;th  (1st  battalion)  is  holding  line  north  edge  3ois- 
de-'la-Montagne  and  v/oods  to  west.  Barker's  other  two 
companies  pre  moving  forvTard  to  reinforce  him  on  that 
line.   V/illiams  is  movin,::  up  to  south  edge  oi  Bois-de- 
le-Monta^-^ne .   You  remain  on  Army  Line  in  reserve. 

Lee." 

The  troops  were  moved  to  the  loositions  indicated  and  encounterud 
the  enemy  in  the  Bois-de-la-I'iontagne  and  in  the  woods  to  the  west. 
/\xter  s'kirmishing  throughout  these  T/oods  the  enemy  was  driven  north. 
When  this  regiment  occupied  the  north  edge  of  the  woods,  it  v/as  con- 
fronted with  strong  machine  gun  positions  located  in  the  vrorks  just 
north  of  the  small  works  to  the  north  of  the  Bois-de-la-Iiontagne  and 
i'lontplaisir  Forme.   Several  pill  boxes  were  taken  in  the  v/ire  cast 
of  l>'.ontpla,isir  Ferme .   During  the  first  of  this  advance  the  enem:y 
was  unable  to  use  his  artillery  with  effect  because  of  his  lack  of 
knowled'  e  as  to  the  location  oi  his  ovm  troops.   For  a  time  the 
left  flank  of  this  ragim^nt  w'- s  in  the  air  on  account  oi  the  89th 
Division  failing  to  advance.   After  some  difficulty  the  lines  were 
connected.   The  enemy  made  three  heated  counterattacks  before  night- 
fall, but  was  repulsed.   Each  of  these  attacks  was  preceded  by  brief 
but  violent  artillery  preparation.   These  attacks  wore  directed 
against  the  positions  of  this  regiment  in  the  north  of  v/oods . 
The  enemy's  losses  were  consioorable  in  these  throe  assaults,  this 
.regiment  sustaining  heavier  losses  in  this  operation  than  in  a.ny 
other  since  the  offensive  began.   In  the  four  days'  offensive, 
Captain  W.  D.  Black,  95th  Comrjany,  anci  Lieutenants  Simmonds ,  Eil- 
n.uff  and  Stockwell,  of  the  2nd  Battalion,  were  kilj.ed,  and  thirteen 
jfficers  v/ounded.   In  this  oifensive  the  regimient  lost  approximately 
:tour  hundred  and  twenty-one  m^n  and  officers  killed  and  wounded* 

Information  re.'2'ardin<;^  the  stren,Q;-th  of  the  enemv's  strongholds 
inrthis  sector,  receivce  before  the  gra.nd  offensive  began,  proved 
not  to  have  been  exaggerated.   Only  the  terrific  lour-hour  prepara- 
tion of  the  m.orning  of  September  12th  maac  the  first  stages  of  the 
■operation  possible  without  serious  opposition.   The  area  of  this 
regiment  had  included  several  iTOjds,  which  v/ere  v/ell  fortified. 
Evidenco  of  the  com.pletcncss  v/ith  v/hich  thu  artillery  had  boon  in- 
form.cd  regarding  enemy  pill  boxes,  stron.Lholds  and  defenses,  was 
borne  out  by  the  havoc  v/rought  uijon  them-   The  enemy  had  been 
driven  into  dugouts  a,nd  trenches  by  the  bombardm.ent  and  those  v;ho 
did  not  retreat  as  the  barrage  advanced  were  taken  prisoners.   The 
;;own  of  Thiaucourt,  in  which  regimental  Headquarters  v/as  established 
Che  first  afternoon,  vjas  some  nine  kilometers  within  the  German 
Lines-   The  people  of  this  town  hcid  been  prisoners  of  the  Germ.ans 
since  the  early  days  of  the  Grert  '?JaT *      Their  sucdon  and  unexpected 
release  from  captivity  ga^ve  them  cfaise  lor  jubilation.   Thiaucourt 
7/as  shelled  quite  heavily  by  the  enemy  after  he  h;-c  been  driven  out. 
In  the  town  the  enemy  had  v/a rehouses,  7/hich- 'were  captured,  with 
quantities  oi  clothing,  and  ordnance  intact.   The  enemy  v;as  undoubt- 
edly engaged  in  further  strengthening  his  positions  when  the  of- 
fv:.nsive  began.   Spa.cious  dugouts  of  concrete,  reiniorced  with  steel, 
a  narrow  gauge  railv;ay,  rolling  stock,  cemient  mAxers  and  large 
quantities  of  sand  and  gravel  -jcre  captured.   Big  gun  pits  were  in 
the  course  of  construction.   Many  horses  and  som.e  v/agons  -.vere  cap- 
tured.  This  regimient  wr.s  relieved  during  the  night  of  September 
15th-l:"th  by  the  310th  Regiment  of  the  7&th  Division  and  proceeded 
by  march  to  Minorville  and  vicinity,  where  a  number  of  officers  re- 
ported from  schools.   On  September  18th  Lieut.  Colonel  Sibley  was 
evacuated  to  hospital  Tith  eye  trouble.   Captain  George  K.  Shulcr 
assumied  command  of  the  3rd  Battalion.   The  regiment  proceeded  by 
march  on  the  night  of  Septem.ber  20th  and  arrived  at  Foug  during  the 
night,  v/here  Regimental  Headquarters  vrs  established.   The  battalions 
were  billeted  in  towns  around  Fou-;'. .   Drill  schedules  were  put  into 
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effect.   One-day  liber  tier,  were  granted  to  the  olficers  and  men  to 
Toul. 

The  regiment  entrained  on  Septerr.ber  27th  for  a  new  area,  ar- 
riving at  Chalon-sur-Marne  late  in  the  afternoon.   It  detrained  and 
proceeded  to  Chopy,  where  Regimental  Heaciquarters  was  esta.blished . 
The  battalions  were  billeted  in  nea.rby  towns.   On  the  night  of  Sep- 
tember 29th  the  regir/ient  proceeded  by  camions  to  Somr.e-SuipDes , 
where  it  detrained  in  a  heavy  rain.   The  regiment  was  nov/  in  the 
Cham/pagne  sector,  which  was  one  of  the  last  oi  the  old  German  lines, 
well  fortified,  and  held  with- determination  by  the  enemy  in  view  of 
its  strategical  value.   The  reg;iment  marched  to  trenches  near  Suipnes, 
where  it  bivouaced  for  the  ni.vht.   In  spito  of  the  early  autumn 
chill  and  the  rain,  the  men  slept  for  several  hours  on  the  wet 
ground.   At  noon  hot  rations  were  served  and  the  spirits  of  the 
men  revived.   This  position,  vrhich  the  French  had  constructed  as 
a  part  of  their  reserve  defenses,  was  occupied  until  late  in  the 
afternoon  of  October  1st,  when  the  regiment  was  ordered  forward 
to  relieve  the  French  in  the  front  lines  north  ol  Somme-Py. 
Twenty  per  cent  of  the  regiment  was  left  behind  in  compliance  with 
divisional  orders.   Ammunition  and  pyrotechnics  vifere  picked  up  on 
the  march,  which  was  for  tw&lve  kilom.eters ,  on  roads  blocked  with 
traffic.   The  2nd  Battalion  took  over  the  first  oi  four  parallel 
lines  of  trenches,  De  Krefeld,  the  companies  being  placed  from 
right  to  left,  79th  Co.,  80th  Co.  and  78th  Co.   The  96th  Company 
on  the  left  occupied  the  Bayou  de  Brom.berg.   Between  th^j  96th 
Company  a.nd  the  78th  Company  th^.,  enemy  hold  trench  De  I'Elbc. 
More  in  adva.ncc  the  enem.y  also  hold  trench  D\i  Pache ,  trench  de 
I'Elbe  and  trench  D'Essen,  and  annoyed  the  companies  of  the  2nd 
Battalion  with  his  machine  gun  fire.   Liaison  was  established  be- 
tween the  French  on  the  leit  and  the  2nQ  Battalion,  French  troops 
being  intermingled  with  the  96th  Company.   On  the  ri^.ht  of  the 
2nd  Battalion  was  the  1st  Battalion  of  the  5th  Marines,  Major 
George  liJ.  Hamilton  commanding,  in  trench  Tos  Prussien.   The  1st 
Battalion,  of  the  6th  Regiment,  took  position  800  m.eters  in  rear 
of  the  2nd  Battalion,  with  the  73rd  Machine  Gun  Company  attached 
for  combat  purposes.   The  3rd  Battalion  took  position  1000  yards  in 
rear  of  the  1st,  in  trenches  Cusseldorf  and  Gotting-nc.   The  15th 
Machine  Gun  Company  was  attached  to  the  3rd  Battalion. 

This  sector,  th^  scone  of  many  previous  hard-fought  battles, 
held  been  subiected.  to  h^-cvy  artillery  fire  for  months,  which,  added 
to  the  natural  condition  of  th^  terrc.in,  produced  a  condition  oi 
unusual  barrenness  and  devastation.   The  suria.ce  soil  was  v^ry  thin 
and  the  network  of  trenches  and  shell  crr'tcrs  had  turned  to  the  sur- 
face the  chalky  earth  ^Thich  underlay  it.   There  v/as  little  vegeta- 
tion, and  what  there  was  consisted  mainly  of  stunteC'  trees,  prac- 
tically all  oi  which  had  be^jn  cut  by  shell  fire.   Blanc  Kent,  in 
the  rear  of  tht..  Germr"  n  iront  line,  was  r  coramandint  ummiinonco  ''Tith 
sufficient  f  olia;' ^  to  conceal  troop  miOvements.   It  vw.s   known  to  b^ 
strongly  fortifieu  with  machine  gun  n<L;sts  a.nd  well-construe  tea 
trenches  dug  into  the  chalk  rock  anc  strengthened  vrith  concrot'^. 
The  troops  nad  net  boen  in  tiiC  trenches  but  a  few  hours  when  they 
were  covered  with  th^  v/hite  mud,  which,  v;hen  it  dri«^d  ,  turned  to 
3.  n  a  n  n  o  y  i  Tx^\   p  o  wd  e  r  . 

Blanc  Mont  v/r's  the  keyston^  strong-hold  oi  the  entivw  sector. 
If  taken,  tho  Germans  woulc  b^..  forced  to  evacuate  Eheiras  and  the 
Loon  district.   This  stronghold  was  directly  in  this  r^^giment's 
^;rea.   In  addition  to  th^.  Second  Division,  choice  French  units, 
consisting  partly  of  Alpin^  Chaussv^urs,  were  aiding  in  this  offen- 
sive.  At  thu  beginnin;  ot  the  offensive  Sui-Qpes  and  Somme-Suip-oes, 
two  fairly  large  French  to^rns,  v/ere  under  shell  fire.   These  tovms 
had  been  evacu.- ted  ol  civilians  sinc>^  e-  rly  in  th.^  war.   The  Germans 
v;ho  had  occui:)i>^d  Suipjes  carlici  in  tho  war  ha^d  min^d  practic' lly 
all  the  houses  oi  th^  tern  b"^  cischarginf  explosives  in  the  cellars, 
blowine  up  the  interiors,  ■-■•nd  whil^.  the  tov/n  haci  the  ap-oearance  of 
being  in  fairly  good  condition,  the  houses  were  mere  shells.  Hovjevor, 
the  town  was  used  for  billeting  troops. 
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During  the  afternoon  of  October  2nd.  the  Stokes  moxtar  and  one-- 

pounder  sections  were  sent  to  aid  the  96th  Company  on  the  left  of 
the  2nd  Battalion,  to  asr-.ist  against  the  enemy's  etrong  point  at  the 
junction  of  3oy-des-Hohenzollern  and  principal  parallels,  from  which 
his  machine  gun  fire  menaced  the  left  flank.   In  substance,  the  fol- 
lowing order  was  sent  to  all  company  comnanders  of  the  2nd  Battalion 
in  the  front  lire  at  4:20  P  .^■'f . :   "At  6:30  P.M.  you  will  occupy,  by 
infiltration,  the  trenches  Du  Pache ,  de  I'Elbe  and  p'Esfjen.   Two 
platoons  will  be  used  initially,  followed  by  the  other  two  as  suc- 
cessive trenches  are  reached.   Consolidate  and  hold  with  two  platoons 
in  iront  trenches  and  two  in  rear."   In  addition  the  limits  of  each 
company's  occupancy  were  clearly  defined%   This  movement  v/as  executed 
as  scheduled  and  the  following-  nicssrge,  written  at  B  P.M.,  from  Lieut. 
Gates,  commariding  the  96th  Company,  and  who 'had  the  difficult  flank, 
explains  the  situation:   "Attr.'ck  a  success.   Few  losses.   Consoli- 
dated.  Liaison  with  78th  on  right  and  French  on  left.   Everything  in 
good  shape." 

It  had  been  plc-.nned  to  attack  on  October  2nd,  but  plans  were 
changed,  and  5j3C  A.M.  October  3rd  ?/as  set  foa-  the  assault.   The  2nd 
Battalion  had  greatly  improved  its  position  from  which  to  attpck  when 
it  connected  up  its  linos  in  the  changes  in  the  afternoon  of  October 
2nd.   The  regiment  was  to  advance  in  throe  echelons  to  the  north  and 
west  against  the  positions  held  by  the  enemy  in  the  immediate  front 
in  trenches  Pache  and  D 'Essen,  then  a  little  vjcst  of  north  to  in- 
clude Blanc  Mont.   The  2nd  Battalion  was  to  lead  with  tv/o  front  com- 
panies in  its  front  line  and  two  in  local  support,  followed  by  the 
1st  and  3rd  Battalions  respoctively ,  at  about  1000  meters,  similar- 
ly disposed.   Careful  instructions  were  given  to  ^juard  the  left 
flank  for  the  entire  advance  to  Blrnc  Mont  and  to  maintain  liaison 
with  the  infantry  on  the  right.   The  3rd  Brigade,  consisting  of  the 
9th  and  23rd  Infantry  Regiments,  'jas  to  attack  on  the  right  of  thu 
Marine  Brigade,   The  5th  Regiment,  Marines,  wrs   to  support  this 
regiment.   Packs  'jere  ordered  to  be  left  at  the  " jumping-of f "  place. 
The  regim.ental  commander  gave  the  lollov.ring  instractions  in  a  field 
order,  I'cgarding  the  use  of  rifles:   "Impress  all  men  vdth  the  fact 
that  musketry  is  still  KI KG  and  thoy  have  but  to  sit  tight  and  shoot 
straight,  insuring  superiority  of  fire  ?ind  guaranteeing  success." 

There  was  to  be  a  five-minutes'  -'^rtillery  prooaration  before  the 
infantry  attack,  and  a  rolling  b.'^rragc  v/as  to  precede  the  infantry 
vt   the  rate  of  100  m,cters  in  four  minutes  to  the  objective,  v/hcre  a 
standing  barrage  xjas  to  bo  put  dovrri  300  meters  beyond  the  objective 
for  thirty  minutes,  when  a  rollin-.  barrage  -jas  to  continue  for  1400 
meters  further  for  the  support  of  patrols  and  to  enable  outposts  to 
be  established.   One  company  of  tanks,  tvrelvc  in  number,  was  assigned 
to  the  2nd  Battalion  and  tv/elve  tanks  to  th<.  1st  Battalion  in  the" 
second  line  taking  position  in  rerr  of  the  right  and  left  flanks  to 
repel  counter  attacks. 

The  regiment  attacked  as  scheduled,  but  the  French  on  the  left 
failed  to  advance.   Progress  ■::vg   excellent.   Ma:chine  gun  fire  directed 
at  the  2nd  Battalion  as  it  cleared  the  parallel  ox  departure  caused 
some  casualties.   For  a  short  time  the  onemy   put  down  a  counterbar- 
r'-^ge,  but  shortly  began  mioving  back  his  [uns,  and  artillery  opposi- 
tion became  feeble.   The  American  barrage  w:  s  excellent  rind  the  men 
01  the  leading  brttalion  foll07;ed  it  closely,  even  risking  approaching 
too  closoly  in  order  to  silence  an  occasional  too  troublesome  mrchine 
gun.   Many  enem;y  machine  guns  were  encountered,  but  th^y  failed  to 
hinder  the  r.dvance .   At  8:30  A.M.  the  CO.  of  the  2nd  Brttalion  sent 
the  following  raess-^ge:   "Objective  reached  at  8:30  A.M.   Position 
now  being  consolidated.   From  first  iniormrtion  casualties  appear  to 
hove  been  light  and  the  brg  of  prisoners  good.   Spitits  of  a.ll  very 
high.   Bcrrage  wps  beaut iiul.   Willie ms." 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  French  haa  not  advanced  on  the  left, 
that  ilank  was  left  exposed  and  unsupported,  except  through  measures 
taken  by  echelons  ot  this  regiment.   Conditions  developed  as  indicated 
in  the  following  messages,  wnich  also- explain  the  situation  at  the  end 
^^,^of_Jhe_first  phase  of  the  attack: 


"From:    C.O.  3rd  Battalion. 

3  Oct.  11:43  A.M.   No.  7  3y  runner. 

To:      CO.  2nd  Batta.lion,  &tli   iJrrines. 

I  have  ordered  my  84 tn  Co*  to  take  up  Dosition  extending  from  our 
left  line  northea.st  to  263,5  -  230.0.  Ky   line  extends  fiom  our  left 
line  northe-^st  to  265. b  -  2b0.0.   I'y  line  extends  from  there  to  267. S  - 
280.3,   I  can  help  you  support  tne  left.   Advise  me  what  position 
would  be  best.   Will  you  inform  this  runner  of  the  locrtion  of  Barker's 
P.O.  and  disposition  of  his  companies  if  possible?   Shuler." 

"Piom:    C.O.  3rd  Battalion. 

3  Oct.  11:50  A.M.   Mo.  9  By  runner. 

To:     ■  CO.  2nd  En.  6th  Marines. 

Officers  from  2nd  Battalion  5tL  Regiment  Just  came  here  and  showed 
me  orders  for  Messernmith  to  fill  in  gap  botv.'een  6th  Marines  on  left 
and  the  French.   He  is  proceeding  to  do  so.   Shuler." 

"From:    C.O.  3rd  Battalion. 

2  Oct.  12:10  P.M.  No.  10  By  runner. 
To:      C.O.  1st  Bn.  6th  Regiment. 

My  P.O.  267.2  -  273  .,6,  in  trench.   I  am  now  getting  my  line  estab- 
lished from  267.3  to  280.6  to  266.1  to  279.7.   Just  received  message 
from  Williams  stating  enemy  was  circling  left  and  asking  for  help.  At 
sa.me  time  this  message  was  received  Messersmith,  coramanc  ing  2nd  Bat- 
talion bth  Marines,  shov/ed  me  his  orders  to  immedirtely  fill  up  any 
^ap  between  6th  Marines  and  French  on  our  left.   Shuler." 

"From:    C.O.  1st  Battalion  at  P.O. 

3  Oct.  18  11:30  A.M.   No.  11  By  runner. 
To:      C.O.  dxd.   En.,  6th  Marines. 

Have  reached  our  ob-lcctive  and  consolidating  line.   2nd  Battalion 
on  our  left,  23rd  Infantry  on  right.   Left  flank  exposed.   Expect 
counterattack.   Have  you  seen  5th  Marines?   Let  us  know  your  exact 
position  of  P.C.  and  your  companies.   Barker." 

"From:    C*0.  3rd  Battalion. 

3  Oct.  11:55  A.M.   No .  8   By  runner. 

To:      C.O.  6th  Regiment/ 

The  following  message  just  received  from  ¥a.20T   Williams:   "We 
need  support  on  our  left  flank.   The  French  have  not  come  up  and  our 
left  is  in  the  air.   The  enemy  about  700  or  800  strong  are  going 
around  our  left  and  threaten  an   encircling  movement.   Can  you  give 
us  any  help?"   I  sent  message  to  ''^^illiams  that  I  would  give  him  sup- 
port and  asked  his  advice  as  to  location  for  same.   Between  sending 
that  message  and  writing  this  one  •'  ^'lGS3er smith,  commanding  2nd  Bn . 
5th  Regiment,  shov/ed  me  his  orders  from  Comr.'-cinding  Officer,  5th 
Regiment  ' To  immediately  fill  in  any  gap  between  6th  Regiment  and  the 
French  on  our  left.'   His  order  wrs  to  do  so  v/ithout  further  orders. 
I  have  sent  Major  Williams'  runner  to  Messersmith  to  take  back  any 
mcpsage  and  have  sent  message  to  Major  Williams  informing  him  of 
Mcssersmith' s  orders.   Shuler." 

"From:   C.O.  3rd  Battalion. 

3  Oct.   1:30  P.M.   No.  11   Bv  runner. 

To:      C.O.  1st  Bn. 

My  companies  disposed  as  sketch  shows.   According  to  your  co- 
ordinates farthest  point  on  my  line  is  about  800  meters  in  your  rear 
with  good  communication  through  trench  D'Ausbourg.   Ho?/ever,  if  you 
want  line  eloper  can  move  it  forward.   Give  me  any  idea  of  where  you 
would  like  my  line  to  better  support  you.   Shuler." 

"From:  C.O.  1st  Battalion.  At  P  .0  . 
3  Oct.  18.  12:40  No.  13  By  runner. 
To:      CO.  3rd  Bn. 

1st  and  2nd  Bns .  on  front  line  with  no  support.   In  need  of  a 
support  line.  Can  you  help  us  out?  Barker." 

Enemy  machine  guns ,  one-pounders  and  mortars  on  the  left  open 
flank  proved  very  troublesome.   Realizing  that  the  advance  was  at 
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an  end,  enemy  artillery  agrsin  took  position  to  the  froiit  end  hi^ 
pieces  of  88  caliber  proved  troublesor^e.   Tanks  assisted  sope  in 
repelling  a  counterattack  on  the  Init.   The  machine  gunners  of  this 
rec  imen-*:  proved  e.qual  to  the  counter-blow,  which  "jas  repulsed , 
enemy  losses  bein,  heavy.   A  summary  of  the  various  ptoses  of  this 
advance  shows  th-t  the  following  situatmon  had  developed.   The  ad- 
y;-ancG  of  this  regiment  hac.  "omcr.   uninterruptoo  to  the  objective  on 
the  Blanc  Font  ridf_e  and  when  tho  French  on  tht;  lelt  had  lailed  to 
advance,  leaving  rn  exposed  flank,  the  leading:;  battalions  of  this 
rc£;iment,  in  order  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  Brigaae  on  the  right, 
had  veered  slightly  to  the  ri£.,ht,  btiC^   the  dense  WJods  on  and  ap- 
proaching' 31anc  Mont  haa  not  be^n  clcaredi  oi  eremy  machine  i_;uns. 
It  was  to  protect  this  ilanxv  that  thu  line  of  Iho  3rd  Battalion  was 
s^Tung  in  a  partial  semiciiclo  as  support  to  the  left  as  indicated  in 
the  preceding  mt^ssagos. 

During  the  afternoon  th^  22nd  Division,  iTench,  crossed  the 
rear  of  this  rcgimeixt  from  the  right  and  began  cleaning  up  the  woods 
on  the  left  flank,  irom  which  a  gr^^at  deal  ox  machine  ^un  tire  had 
continued  to  enfilade  the  left  positions  of  this  regiment.   Elements 
107th  Division,  French,  also  came  up  in  support* 

The  following  order  was  issued  from  the  Koadouarters  of  tho  6th 
Regiment  at  3:45  P.!.:. 

"Information  has  been  recoiv..d  that  the  French  division  on  our 
left  has  advanced.   Our  division  will  move  forward  at  about  4:00  P.M. 
and  occupy  the  ridge  to  the  eastward  pnt   soutneastv/ard  of  St.  Etienne. 
The  5th  Regiment  v/ill  pass  through  the  6th  Re'-imont  in  its  present 
position  and  will  advance  to  the  hqxi   objective.   V/hen  the  5th  Regiment 
has  passed  through  tho  3ns.  oi  this  regiment  -rill  immediately  relorm 
and  be  pieparcd  to  folloYj  the  5th  at  a  distance  of  about  1  kilometer 
should  their  advance  m.ako  that  necessary.   This  regiment  v/ill  advance 
in  column  of  3ns.  in  the  order  -  B-^rkcr  (1st),  Williams  (2nd),  Shuler 
(3),  and  v/ill  assure  the  protection  of  tho  Icit  flank  of  the  5th 
Regiment.   Should  the  roar  Bn.  of  the  5th  Regiment  not  advance  more 
than  one  kilometer  from  the  present  position,  this  regiment  will  re- 
main in  pla.ce  and  assure  tho  protection  of  the  left  flank.   Lee." 

The  advance  of  the  5ti:  Regiment  as  described  in  this  order  did 
not,  hov/ever ,  t'-^kc  pl--Ce  on  this  date.   It  v.ts  effected  on  tho  morn- 
ing 01  October  4th.   The  advance  mict  with  determined  resistance  and 
the  elements  oi  the  6th  Regiment  on  the  rid{;e  east  of  Blanc  Mont 
f^nd  the  5th  Regt .  advancing  to  the  north  oi  this  ridge  -/ere  subjected 
to  terrific  machine  gun  fire  from  Blrnc  ''ont  -/oeds.  ^  The  lelt  flank 
was  protected  during  the  night  of  October  3rd-~4th  by  liaison  patrols 
iThich  connecteo.  up  -.rith  the  French,   V/ater  carts  and  ration  carts 
with  hot  food  were  brought  up  tc  the  men  in  th<-:  trenches  during  the 
evening.   The  work  of  the  Quartermaster  throu:  hout  the  Champagne 
offensive  v;as  very  effective,  hot  food  being  supolicd.  at  least  once 
a  day. 

The  5th  Regiment  st  -rted  to  .-dvance  early  on  the  morning  of 
October  4th  without  artillery  preparation-   Heavy  enemy  artillery 
fire  was  encountered  and  after  going  about  t./o  kilometers  further 
advance  v/as  impossible,  because  of  terrific  machine  gun  resistance, 
^'ajor  Messersmith,  of  the  5th  Regiment,  reported  at  8:30  A.K.: 
"20th  Company  held  up  by  h^avy  fire  on  left  sector  alonr  road.   The 
company  needs  assistance,  and  I  have  none  to  send.  'That  can  you  do 
for  us?"   The  message  was  reierred  to  the  5th  Regiment. 

It  -/as  planned  for  this  regiment  to  advance  at  2:30  P.]^':.;  the 
22nd  Division,  Prench,  h.-^d  >-.dvanced  at  9:50  A.M.  and  had  skirted 
Blanc  Mont  to  the  westv/ard,  leaving  that  stronghold  in  the  hands  oi 
the  enemy.  An  error  in  a  coorcinance  report  had  led  to  the  belief 
that  that  stronghold  was  held  by  this  regiment.   The  following  mes- 
sage WPS  received  irom  the  Com.r.anding  Officer  of  the  2nd  Battalion: 

"From:    CO.  2nd  Bn.  At. P.O. 

4  Oct.  18.  1:55  P.M.  No.  1.  By  runner. 

To:      CO.  6th  Marines. 


ito 


The  limits  now  actually  helo  by  this  Bn.  ere  eastern,  266. S  - 
361.2;  western  266.2  -  260.7,  instead  oi  a,s  previously  reported. 
Location  of  barracks  and  roads  on  our  leit  ilank  (presert)  confused 
us  with  what  should  actually  have  been  our  left  flan^,  abo.it  4o0 
meters  more  to  the  left.   The  exieruy  consequently  holds  a  good  por- 
tion oi  Blanc  Mont  and  is  ybout  150  ya.rds  distant  irorn  the  lines  we 
hold  along  our  eastern  ilanh.   Their  position  here  is  heavily  hela 
v;ith  r.-achi-ie  guns  and  exposure  at  thia  point  in  dt-ylipht  hours  sub- 
jects the  men  to  heavy  snipinti  frorr.  his  position,  which  is  as  com- 
ma.nding  as  our  oun.   The  ener.y  covers  the  low  ground  in  front  of  us 
with  his  machine  gun  fire  anc  acJvancu  without  hoc'vy  losses  on  this 
flank  is  irapossibio  without  heavy  r?rtillfcry  preparation  on  his  posi- 
tion on  our  left  or  until  tht.'  French  advance  on  our  left  and  take 
this  position.   Our  effectives  arc  a-o  ")roxi;rK">toly  as  follov/s:   78th 
Co.  -  95,  80th  Co.  -^60,  96th  Co.  -  65,  79th  Co.  -  85.   Casualties 
in  officers  a.bout  40^0.  Williams." 

This  verified  the  iact  thrt  Vcc   '^lanc  Vont   stronghold  had  not 
been  reduced  and  was  still  a  menace  on  the  left.   The  3rd  Battalion 
advanced  a.t  2:30  P.F.  until  it  approached  the  1st  Battalion,  which 
v/as  still  in  the  vicinitv  oi  the  rid' o  roa.d ,  and  halted.   The  2nd 
Battalion  v/as  unable  to  rdvrnco  on  a.ccount  of  machine  ^-.un   fire  on 
the  left.   It  was  decided  to  concentrn.tc  he' vy  artillery  fire  on 
the  enemy  stronghold,  after  v/hich  thv.  ore  Ba.ttalion  was  to  attack. 
At  4;35  P.M.  the  C.C  of  the  3rd  B.-^tt.-^.lion  sent  the  following  mes- 
sage: 

"From:   C.Q.  3rd  Battalion. 

4  Oct.  18.   4:35  P.M.   ijo.  o.   By  runner. 

To:     CO.  6th  Regiment, 

It  is  impossible  to  clea,n  out  Blanc  Kent  vdthout  adcqu'^te  artil- 
lery preparations.   There  h-'-s  been  no  real  heavy  artillery  fire  put  in 
the  woods  up  to  the  present  time.   T.-'^icy  arc  nor/  firing  an  occasional 
sevent3^-f  ivu ,  vhiich  is  not  effective.   I''.aclune  guns  are  liring  from 
there  all  the  time.   It  is  strongly  held.   I  hav^  ordered  C.C.  97th 
Co.  to  use  his  judgment  about  taking  machine  gun  nests.   It  v/ill  re- 
quire r   heavy  concentration  to  properly  prepare  for  an  attack.  A 
concentration  oi  one  half  kilometer  around  the  words  'Blanc  Mont' 
(Tachuro  map  1/20,000)  would  bo  right.  Will  call  you  up  as  soon  as 
ph9ne  is  7/orking.  Shulor." 

Verbal  messages  were  dcliverud  to  the  companies  nerr  Bla.nc 
Mont  "Fall  back  to  road;  if  possible  at  6:30  P.M."   The  companies 
foil  back,  but  only  after  they  had  captured  some  machine  gun  nests. 
The  a.ssault  was  dei erred  until  the  n-jxt  day,  and  during  the  night  a 
harassing  fire  7/as  kc  :)t  up  in  order  to  demoralize  the  enemy.   At 
5;15  a  concuntrrtion  of  1,55' s,  lasting  vn   hour,  was  pl'^ced  in  the 
v/oods.  The  follov/ing  order  was  isBucd\'^t  9:27  P.M.,  October  4,  1918; 

"He'^douarters,  6th  Regiment, 
Marine  Corps,  A.E.F., 
France,  4  Oct.  18. 

FIELD  ORDERS 

1.  The  enemy  has  esta,blished  a  m-^chine  gun  nest  on   Blanc  Vfont. 

2.  The  3rd  Battalion,  6th  Marines,  will  attack  and  drive  the 
enemy  from  this  position. 

3.  (a)  Artillery  preparation  vvith  155' s  and  75' s  will  be 
given  between  5:15  A.M.  and  6:15  A.M.,  5  October,  firing  on  the  area 
included  between  the  points  265.79  -  281.0;  266.04  -  281.12;  265.9  - 
280.3;  266.2  -  280.4;  and  after  6:15  A.M.  artillery  will  rake  woods 
to  the  north  of  this  area. 

(b)  The  3rd  Battalion  will  bo  in  position  to  attack  rt 
6:15  A.M.  and  will  attack  as  toon  -s  t^ie  artillery  fire  shifts  to  the 
north  of  the  occupied  are--^ . 
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4.        Messages   to   present   r.C.   oi   Srci  Battalion  and   thence  by 
telephojr.e   to  Pe^iiiiental  F.C. 

0 

Lee  . 
Copies  to:   CO.  let  3n.  6t.h  Marines;  O.C»  3nd  Bn,  Gtli  Ilarinee; 
CO.  3rd  "3n.  6th  F-ariaes;  O.G.  -ith  Brigade;  CO.  5th 
Harines;  CG.  23nd  Div  .  (French) ;  170th  Inf  .  (French)  ." 

In  accordance  witi.  thia  order  the  ord  Battalxon  attached  at 
6:15  A.M.,  ndvancing  on  left  ilank  from  the  er.st;  97th,  &2nd  and 
83rd  on  line  and  B4th  in  support.   At  ?:S5  A.K.  -.Tord  v/as  received 
from  82nd,  ooid  and  97th  Comoanies  th?t  their  objective,  th^^t  por- 
tion Oi  Blanc  Mont  v;iiich  had  not  already  been  taKen,  was  reached, 
and  that  they  were  digging  in.   During  this  short  engagement  they 
capturec.  four  officers,  269  orison^rs,  80  n:nchino  guns,  and  a  number 
of  trench  rnortars  rnd  other  material.   IJo  casualties  v-jcre  sustained. 

In  comolianco  with  orcers  fror  Hoadqaartcrs ,  Seconc  Fivision, 
the  follov;fing  order,  in  suostanco,  was  issued  to  all  bat-^alions  at 
3:45  A.!'.  J  "This  regiment  will  be  organized  ;.t  once  and  be  prepared 
to  pasR  through  the  5th  '  arinc s  v/hen  ordered.   Order  of  battalions, 
front  to  re'::r,  Williams  (2nu);  S'nulcr  (5rd);  Parkur  (1st)."   Am- 
munition was  issu<Kl.   At  12:50  ? . ■  .  the  CO.  of  th^   2nd  Battalion 
was  ordered  on  thj  telephone,  "The  6th  Pediment  advances  at  once* 
Advance  to  St.Ftienne,  keeping  liaison  with  French  on  our  left  and 
the  3rd  Brigade  on  cur  riht.   French  hEiVC   alrcrdiy  advanced.   Halt 
at  St.  Etienne  and  await  orders."  later  ord.ej-a  were  given  verbally 
to  Major  V/illirms  -^o  halt  his  battalion  rt  ridge,  northeast  of  St. 
Etienne.   At  about  5  ?.!■:'♦  th^,  reyiment  moved  forward,  the  2nd  Bat- 
talion leading,  coveiing  a  sector  almost  a  kilometer  pmcl   a  hr.li  in 
width.   The  regiment,  by  this  timu ,  hadi  been  grertly  depleted  by 
casualties.   The  2nd  Ba.ttalion  hvx-.   only  r  few  miOre  than  three 
hundred  effectives  on  this  v/iee  front.   On  the  leit  the  objective 
of  this  nev/  advance  w  s  attained.   On  the  ri{.:ht  a  battf.lion  oi  the 
23rd  Iniantry  was  found  to  be  in  this  regiment's  sector.   Th^  comi- 
raanding  otfic>^r  oi  this  inf?^ntry  brtt-'^lion  strongly  .'dviscd  Lieut. 
^Vest,  eomm.anding  th^:  79th  Company,  not  to  attumipt  a  further  acvr nee 
because,  he  said,  strong  machine  gun  nests  made  progress  without 
artillery  prepar-^tion  impossible  ru6    thr  t  his  comu.'iand  had  been  badly 
cut  up  in  trying  to  tnko  the  position.   Licut.  West,  however,  rttacked 
with  his  com-oa.ny,  and  w^-s  crrried  from  the  lield  severely  vvounded . 
Lieut.  Gates,  of  the  96th  Company,  took  command  on  the  right  and  drew 
back  to  the  line  held  by  the  infantry.   The  Regirnxnt  Comm.ander  or- 
dered a  halt  and  not  to  attempt  further  advance.   During  the  night 
the  3rd  Battalion  relieved  the  2nd  in  the  first  line  and  the  2nd 
Battalion  moved  back  to  the  3rd  line.   The  1st  Battalion  took  posi- 
tion in  the  second  line. 

At  1  A.i'i.,  October  6th,  time  was  moved  b?  ck  one  hour.  At  1:30 
A.!'",  the.  following  field  order  was  issued: 

" He rC quar t e  r s ,  6th  Keg i ment , 
Mf^rine  Corps,  American  E.F.  , 
Fr-^nce,  S  October  18. 
Hour  1:50  A.M. 

FIZLD  OnPER  IIP. 

MA?  -  3.T.G.A.  1/20000 

1.  The  enemiy  occupies  three  m,achine  gun  nests  in  the  sector  of 
this  division  about  500  yards  north  of  our  line. 

2.  The  3rd  Battalion,  6th  Marines,  ot>erating"  in  conjunction, 
with  the  2nd  Battalion  of  the  ioSrd  Infantry"  on  its"  right,  will  -t- ' 
tack  and  capture  or  destroy  the  enemiy  and  occupy  the  position. 

3.  (a)   The  attack  begins  at  6:30  A.M.  and  is  prececded  by  one 
hour's  artillery  prepare tion^ as  incic'ted  in  artillery  program  at- 
tached.  At  6:30  A.M.  an  artillery  barrage  will  move  forward  to  the 
line  indicated  in  the  artillery  program,  where  it  remains  until  7:00 
A.M. 

(b)   Boundary  limiits  -  eastern:   the  eastern  limit  of  regi- 
mental subseetor.   Western:   western  limit  of  division  sector. 
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(c)      upon  o'btn.inin'2'   "^^'-^   objective   tho   troops  ttIII  consoli- 
date  the   line   indioc'ited   in  rod   in  c'ttpched   sketch. 
4.        Messages   to  Rcf imcntrl  ? .C . 

Lee." 


The  5rd  Bat tr lion  was  to  pdvrncc  to  tho  ficcond  lino  oi  trenches 
east  of  St-Etienne.   The  rdvrnce  was  begun  at  6:30  A.M.,  October  6th, 
and  an  hour  later  the  objective  w"s  reached.   The  crsuplties  in  the 
battalion  were  approximately  35  to  40fo  of  the  effectives  engaged, 
mostly  from  machine  gun  fire.   After  the  rttnck  liaison  was  established 
en   the  right  with  the  33rd  Infa.ntry  and  on  left  v/ith  62nd  Regiment 
(French).   At  3:00  P.M.,  however,  the  French  evacuated  St.Etienne, 
leaving  the  left  flank  exposed. 

The  battalion  commanders  vrere  ordered  to  furnish  guides  for  the 
different  platoons  oi  the  14i5nd  Infantry,  36th  American  Division, 
which  was  to  relieve  this  regiment.   This  was  the  first  time  the 
troops  of  the  36th  Division  had  been  in  the  lines  and  although  the 
142nd  Regiment  arrived  at  tho  positions  held  by  this  rei:,iment  during 
the  night  of  October  6th,  this  regiment  mps   ordered  to  stand  fast  un- 
til further  orders.   All  units  of  the  14End  were  in  place  with  the 
units  of  this  regiment  by  6  A.M.  October  7th. 

During  the  night  of  October  6th-7th  combat  liaison  v/as  estab- 
lished with  the  French  troops  on  the  left,  who  during  the  night 
reentered  St.Etienne.   The  French  com.manding  officer  informed  the 
commanding  officer  of  this  regiment  that  his  regiment  held  all  of  the 
town,  and  that  his  right  was  near  the  cemetery  to  the  east  of  the 
town.   He  also  requested  th--^t  the  gap  between  his  ripht  and  the  left 
of  this  regiment  be  closed  up  by  troops  of  this  regiment.   On  the 
morning  of  October  7th  patrols  and  scouts  were  sent  out  from  the  3rd 
Battalion  to  obtain  information  regarding  the  v/idth,  depth  and 
character  of  the  banks,  of  the  small  stream  running  through  St. 
Ftiennej  also  information  as  to  whether  the  enemy  had  withdrav/n  from 
this  regim.ental  front.   These  patrols  reported  that  the  stream  was 
narrow  and  that  the  banks  afforded  easy  crossing. 

From  the  continual  shell  fire  and  machine  gun  harassing  to  which 
the  front  lines  of  this  regiment  wore  continually  subjected,  it  was 
evident  that  the  enemy  was  still  in  contact  v;ith  this  regiment.   In 
fact,  for  three  d-ys  the  light  and  heavy  artillery  of  the  enemy 
played  at  will  upon  the  front  line  positions..  The  trenches,  the 
position  of  which  were  kno'wn  to  him,  battalion  P.C.'s  and  the  lines 
of  communication  were  continually  shelled.   The  enemy  was  able  by 
direct  observation  to  fire  at  men  in  the  trenches  and  even  to  snipe 
at  runners  or  any  other  target  v.ath  their  88  cal.  guns.   This  regi- 
ment suffered  serious  casualties  from  this  fire.   During  the  first 
two  days  that  the  hill  southeast  of  St.Etienne  was  occupied  by 
tho  regimental  front  lines  the  troops  of  this  regiment  were  contin- 
ually harassed  by  m.achine  guns.   This  continued  shell  fire  told 
greatly  upon  the  spirits  of  thu  men,  who  had  been  in  the  open  for 
over  a  vveek  without  blankets,  with  a  scanty  supply  of  v/ater  and  with 
but  one  warm  meal  a  day.   At  11  A-M.  October  7th  the  83rd  Company 
reported  that  one  of  its  platoons  had"  founc  Germans  in  the  trenches 
to  the  right  of  the  town  and  the  following  message,  which  was 
received  from  Lieut.  Noble  in  charge  of  the  platoon,  was  forwarded 
-t   2:40  P.M.  by  the  CO.  of  the  3rd  Battalion  to  Regimental  Head- 
qu-i^rters:   "It  is  estim.ated  thpt  at  least  two  hundred  of  enemy  are 
still  in  town,  and  more  are  seen  filtering  from  over  the  hill  into 
the  town.   It  is  believed  that  they  are  trying  to  filter  in  to  the 
northeast  end  of  tovm  and  drive  the  remaining  French  out.   Their 
barrage  did  not  play  on  "oart  of  tov/n  to  the  northoc^st  of  church. 
They  occupy  trench  near  the  tovm,  between  us  and  the  to^m.   They 
are  probably  trying  to  strike  the  French  right  flank  and  later  our 
left  flank.   It  is  believed  necessary  for  the  Americans  to  ad- 
vance some  troops  (probably  a  battalion)  to  occupy  trench  between 
us  and  the  town  as  soon  as  possible,  or  else  advance  here  soon. 
A.H.Noble."   During  the  night  of  October  7th-8th  the  1st  Battalion 
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between  the  French  a no  the  leit 
raessare  just  quoted.   The  7Pth 
into  the  tovirn  oi  St.  Ltienne  with 
ill   sup-port.   While  occupying 
this  position  the  1st  Battalion  repulsed  two  stronf  counterattacks, 
during  which  it  suifereo.  r/.any  casualties,  tout  inflicted  heavy  losses 
upon  the  enemy,  • 


of  this  regiment  occupied  the  f-:3p 
of  this  regiment  raentionea  in  the 
Company  of  the  1st  Battalion  went 
the  74th,  7oth  and  95th  Conroanies 


At  5:05  A.K.  October  8th  the  Commanding  Ofiicer  of  the  2nd 
Battalion  of  the  14cincl  Ree  iment ,  whose  battalion  was  in  line  with  the. 
3rd  Battalion  of  this  je;yiment,  anc"  whose  battelion  wps  badly  ais- 
orga.nizeo  ,  received  ordeis  to  attack  at  5:45  A.i.'i.,  the  objective 
being  Courey.   Alter  a  heavy  barra.-.e,  thrt  battelion,  supported  by 
tanks,  advancea  upon  tne  Geriiian  position.   They  cleaned  out  the 
machine  gun  nests  on  the  right  front  and  established  e   line  east 
01  St.  Etienne  about  one  kilometer  irom  the  "jumping  off"  position. 
They  sustainea  very  heavy  losses,  took  some  prisoners  and  becc?me 
entirely  disorganized.   Tnis  regiment  did  not  advance.   The  phys- 
ical condition  ot  the  men  was  becoming  very  bf?d,  although 'the 
spirit  wr.s  excellent.   At  5  P.I':,  a  very  heavy  barrage  was  placed 
just  back  of  the  new  lino  established  by  the  142nd  Regiment,  pro- 
ducing a  heavy  concentration  oi  high  explosive'  gas .   As  a  result 
the  men  holding  that  line  retreated  throug.h  the  barrage  and  through 
the  Iront  lines  oi  this  regiment,  thus  losing,  the  ground  gained  in 
the  morning.   The  officers  a,nd  noncommissioned  officers  of  this 
regiment  did  miuch  in  organizing  the  stragglers  and  instructing  them 
to  dig  in.   A  new  line  v/as  established  and  the  strong  points  in  the 
woods  on  the  right  tront,  former  enem.y  machine  gun  nests,  were  or- 
ganized into  this  line.   The  positions  were  hecvily  shelled  all  day 
and  night,  and  at  5  A.M.,  October  Sth,  a  heavy  enemy  barrage  was 
placed  on  the  front  line  x^ositions,  but  there  was  no  attack.   The 
li2nd  Regiment,  36th  Division,  was  partially  successful  in  reor- 
ganizing and  taking  up  the  line  in  front  of  this  regiment. 

Orders  were  issued  about  noon  of  October  9th  for  the  relief  of 
this  regiment,  and  during  the  "^light  it  maxched  to  the  Suippes  area, 
where  it  arrived  about  8  A.M.,  having  halted  on  the  march  for  break- 
fast. Durinc:  the  entire  operation  in  the  Chamoagne  sector  the  front 
echelon  of  this  regiment  was  annoyed  and  suffered  some  losses  through 
the  artillery  fire  oi  the  enemy  directed  from  positions  on  both  ilanks. 
At  times  it  v/as  rcoorted  to  the  Headquarters  of  this  regiment  that 
American  a.rtillery  fire  was  firing  short.   Inquiry  developed  the 
iact  that  friendly  artillery  w?.s  not  firing  in  that  particular  sub- 
sector,  and  it  is  more  than  probrblo  that  the  enemy  fire 
flank  in  the  nature  of  enfilade  and  falling  just  in  front 
of  the  line,  gave  the  impression  to  those  upon  whom  the  fire 
directed  that  it  Ties   friendly  artillery. 


rom  the 
or  in  rear 
v/f  s 


The  ten  days  spent  in  the  Cham  Dagne  sector  v/ere  in  many  res- 
pects the  most  exhausting  to  v/hich  the  troops  oi  this  regiment  had 
been  subjected.   The  men  had  left  their  packs  at  the  "jumping  oft" 
place  and  the  nijhts  and  mornings  v/ere  cold;  and  in  addition  they 
were  continually  harassed  by  enemy  artill^:;ry  of  every  caliber.   The 
losses  of  the  6th  Regiment  T/ere  thirty- three  oificers  killed  and 
wounded,  eight  hundred  and  forty-nine  men  killed  ana  v/ounded;  the 
total  loss  of  the  rej_,iment,  includinf  killed,  v/ounded  and  missing, 
officers  and  men,   being  nine  hundred  and  forty. 

Regimental  Headquarters  was  located  in  Suippes  on  October  10th 
and  the  battalions  were  stationed  around  Guippus.  'Tnile  in  this 
area  the  troops  were  g;iven  baths  and  their  clothing  deloused.  On 
Cctobv^r  14th  Regimental  Headquarters  moved  to  Bouy  and  the  bat- 
talions were  billeted  in  surrounding  cam.ps  and  tovrns.   The  regiment 
received  replacements,  drills  were' resumed,  and  new  clothing  was  is- 
sued.  Good  food  and  sufficient  rest  revived  the  spirits  oi  the  men 
wonderfully.   A  certain  percentage  of  the  officers  and  mien  were 
granted  liberty  each  day  to  Chalons-sur-tMarne  .   Admiral  Mayo  of  the 
IJavy  and  Major  General.  Lejcune  ,  commianding  the  second  Division, 
reviewed  the  regiment  v;hilo  in  this  area.   On  October  19th  the  Marine 
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Brigade  v/as  pleccd  i:)rovisionally  ?it  tho  aisposal  of  the  IX  Array 
Corps,  French,  to  hold  thu  sector  oi  the  73rd  Division,  French,  in 
the  region  Attigny  -  Voneq  -  Aisno  Rivur.   The  orders  provided  for 
a  march  of  the  Brigrde  on  October  20th  to  the  are?.  Suippes  -  Nantivet 
Somme-Suippes  pno  adjacent  cemps,  '/here  further  orders  v/ere  to  be 
received  from  the  IX  Army  Corps,  French;  the  Second  Division  was  to 
provide  the  necessrry  signal  nnd  medic?!  service  to  enable  the  Bri- 
gade to  function  indepenciently .   This  regiment  marched  during  a 
cold  rain  to  Suippes  and  adjacent"  crmrjs,  -/There  it  billeted  for  the 
night,  and  early  on  the  morning  of  October  21st,  '.7ith  ideal 
weather  conditions,  beg^^n  the  mrrch  to  Leffincourt  -  Kozngran  - 
^(edeah  Farm  area.   It  was  the  intention  to  dispose  of  the  Brigade 
in  the  new  area  in  proper  position  for  taking  over  the  line  as  fol- 
lows:  5th  Regiment  on  the  right;  6th  Regiment  on  the  left;  oa.ch 
regiment  in  column  of  battalions;  a  machine  gun  comnany  assigned  to 
each  battalion.   Owing  to  the  distance,  approximately  forty  kilo- 
meters, and  march  conditions  existing,  all  orranizations  did  not 
reach  their  assigned  positions  on  that  date.   It  v/as  arranged  for 
the  5th  Regiment  to  relieve  the  367th  R.I.  in  the  right  sector  with 
two  battalions  and  for  the  6th  Rec,iment  to  relit-ve  the  556th  R.I. 
in  the  loft  subsector  with  two  battalions.   The  remaining  two  bat- 
talions were  to  be  held  in  reserve  at  Leiiincourt.   Orders  v/ere 
issued  for  the  preliminary  reconnaissance  of  tlis  sector  on  the 
night  of  21st-22nd  October. 

At  8:45  P.F.  the  Marine  Brigrdu  received  the  following  telephone 
message  through  the  73rd  D.I.,  French:   "Stop  reconnaissance  by  the 
American  Brigade.   The  reliei  will  be  made  on  the  same  day  but  by 
the  elements  of  the  36th  Division.   No  change  for  the  artillery." 
This  regiment  was  ordered  to  remain  in  place  after  it  had  concen- 
trated all  troops  within  an  assigned  area.   On  October  22nd  the 
Brigade  'jas  ordered  to  rejoin  the  1st  Army  and  to  march  to  the  area 
Sousin  -  Forthes  and  crmps  southward,  thence  to  Valmy  -  Auve  area. 
At  this  area  orders  v;ere  to  be  received  from  the  Am.^rican  1st  Arm.y, 
but  v/hile  in  the  first  named  area  orders  v;ere  received  from  the 
Commanding  General,  Second  Division,  countermanding  the  movement, 
which  indicated  that  the  Brigade  h'-^d  rejoined  the  Second  Division. 

These  movements  taxed  the  endurance  of  the  troops  to  the  utmost, 
but  a  very  good  idea  '..-'^s  obtained  ;^s  to  the  m-'rching  endurance  of  the 
Brigade.   The  units  marched  for  ei.vhty  to  one  hundrec  rnd  ten  kilo- 
meters in  four  drys   —ith  one  dpy  of  rest  included,  '■"■  l?^rge  e-'^rt  of  the 
m-^rch  being  made  under  bad  weather  conditions.   Re'.v^rkribiy  few  men 
were  cvcu'-ted  with  loot  trouble,  but  on  the  Ir'st  Cry   pbout  tv;enty 
per  cent  of  the  command  marched  with  difficulty  ?^nd  conditions  were 
beginning  to  grov;  serious.   The  trouble  --n  s   mainly  due  to  English 
shoes,  •jhich  he  been  issued  just  before  leaving  the  Buoy  are."  on 
the  20th  of  October.  Replacements  recently  joined  stood  the  marches 
very  well,  all  things  considered.   However  this  re;  iment  could  not 
have  continued  the  movement  by  mrrching  on  th^  24th  of  October  vdth- 
out  its  combat  eificiency  being  seriously  effected.  Regimental 
Headquarters  was  established  -^'t  Camp  I':ontpelier  on  October  23rd. 
Here  the. men  v/ere  a.llov/ed  to  rest,  clean  up  and  give  attention  to 
their  feet  after  the  strenuous  hike.   Three  hot  meals  --/ent  far  to- 
v/ard  reviving  the  spirits  of  the  troops. 

On  the  morning  of  October  25th  the  regiment  embussed  in  camions 
at  Somme-Suippes,  at  8  A,V.,   and  proceeded  to  Les  Islettes,  where  it 
was  debussed  and  marched  to  car.ps  along  the  Les  Islettes-Losheres- 
Croix  de  Pierre  road  about  five  kilometers  north-northeast  of  Les 
Islettes.   Here  the  regiment  camoed  until  3  P  .r  .  of  the  following 
day,  with  Regim.ental  Headquarters  at  Camp  Lenhart.   On  the  after- 
noon of  October  26th  this  regiment  marched  through  the  Argonne  Forest, 
over  difficult  roads,  and  arrived  early  on  the  morning  of  October 
27th  in  an  area  south  of  Exermont.   The  troops  were  bivouaced  in  the 
woods  west  to  the  Exermont-Chaudron  Farm  road  and  Regimental  Head- 
quarters was  located  at  Chaudron  Farm.   The  regiment  remained  in 
this  area  for  four  days,  during;  which  time  the  men  were  given  a 
much-needed  rest.   The  nights  and  m.ornings  were  cold,  but  the  days 
were  bright  and  comfortably  warm,  and  the  men  had  their  full  equip- 
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ment  -  blankets  and  overcoats. 

Many  reconneissances  were  made  ol  the  iront  lines  b:'  the  Intel- 
ligence personnel  and  company  ofiicers  anc  noncornmissioned  officers. 
The  enemy  had  been  pushed  oat  oi  the  Ax.  onne  P crest  by  the  First 
American  i-rray  and  the  grand  Oxfensive,  which  was  to  push  him  across 
the  Meuse  End  seize  the  important  line  of  railroad  communication 
oetv,^een  i'etz  and  Kezieres,  and  render  helpless  the  Crown  Prince's 
arrny  in  the  district  ol  Rheims,  was  to  be^in.   While  bivoua.ced  in 
the  woods  the  jegiment  was  subjectec  to  some  long  r8n^:e  fire  and 
there  w' s  some  activity  in  the  air.   Enemy  aviators  paid  ni,?  htly 
visits  anc:  dropped  bombs.   Turing  the  c'aytin.e  enemy  fliers  paid 
much  attention  to  Alliec  observation  balloons  and  several  of  them 
ware  brought  down.   A  large  number  ot  Allied  anti-aircraft  guns 
were  in  this  area  e. nd  during-  the  hours  in  which  observation  ?/as 
possible  en   alm.ost  constant  anti-aircraft  barra.ge  was  kept  ud. 
Enemy  fliers  also  drop:)ec  much  propoganda,  serving  to  break  the 
monotony  of  the  stay  in  the  woods. 

The  Regimental  Commander  held  daily  conferences  with  the  bat- 
talion commanders  and,  explainec  the  cutius  of  all  of  the  units  of  the 
repiment  a.t  the  different  stages  of  the  proposed  attack.   The  bat- 
talion commandeis  in  turn  cxpiainco,  the  plan  of  the  attack  to  all 
subordinate  commanders,  until  practically  all  of  the  officers  and 
noncommissioned  offict-rs  of  the  re,'- in.ent  virero  familiar  v:ith  the  olan 
01  attack,  and  each  knew  the  task  that  was  to  be  allotted  to  him  dur- 
ing the  different  stages  ot  the  att.ck.   On  the  ii^Qth  of  October  the 
Repiment  was  issued  twenty-fivt-  Browning  automatic  rifles.^ 

On  thu  ni,eht  oi  Octob..r  30th-olst  the  Rugim.ent  moved  up  into 
the  iorward  area,  the  3rd  Battalion  of  this  regim.ent  relieving  th^^ 
support  battalion  oi  the  166th  Infantry  in  a  position  on  the  southern 
slope  01  a.  hirh  hill  a  kilometer  and  a  hali  south-southuast  of  Som- 
m^rance.   The  3nd  Battalion  relievedi  the  reserve  battalion  of  the 
166th  Infantry  in  position  on  the  hill  a  half  kilometer  north  of 
Exermont .   The  1st  Battalion  took  up  a  position  in  the  vicinity  oi 
Sonimerance.   Regimental  I-'eadquartors  remained  at  Cha.udron  Farm  until 
one  P.M.  01  October  31st,  --hen  it  moved  to  the  P  .C  .  of  the  166th 
Infantry.   In  accordance  with  a  field  order,  Headquarters,  Fourth 
Brigfdu,  October  31st,  1918,  the  Pu..'' i mental  Gom.mander  assumed  the 
command  of  the  subscctor  lormerly  held  by  the  166th  Infantry.   At 
about  10  ?  ,Vi  .   ol  October  31st  the  battalions  of  this  r^i  iment  raovec 
up  into  position  preparatory  to  the" jump-off " .   Enemy  artillery  was 
c.uiet  and  the  movement  was  executed  "dthout  diiiiculty.   The  1st 
Battalion  took  a  position  just  in  rear  of  the  front  line.   The  3rd 
Battalion  took  a  position  in  the  j^rer  just  north  of  Sommerance;  and 
the  2nd  Battalion  took  a  position  in  a  ravine  one  kilometer  south  of 
Som.'-t^rance .   The  liaison  detachment  consisted  of  the  S5th  Company  cf 
this  rej:  iment  J  a  com-oany  ot  the  BOth  Pivision  and  a  platocn  oi  the 
73rd  Machine  Gun  Company,  un^er  com-.and  of  ^ajor  George  A.  Stovrell. 
This  detachment  took  u^  a  position  on  thu  1.. ft  of  the  1st  Battalion. 

'.7ith  the  1st  ~"att.'  lion  on  the  iront  line,  the  3rd  Battalion  in 
th^  second  line  enc    the  2nc  Battalion  in  the  third  line,  the  regiment 
was  to  attrck  at  5:30  A.'  .  :Tovemb::r  1st.   The  60th  Pivision  was  on  the 
left  and  the  5th  "■'arines  on  the  rir.ht.   This  regiment  vas   to  advance 
in  a  north-northeasterly  direction  and  was  to  c.pture  the  towns  of 
St.  Geor,.;,es,  Landres  et  St.  Georpes,  Landrevillc ,  Chenery  and  Bayon- 
ville  et  Chennery.   The  objective  f3x   the  first  day's  opuration  was 
some  nine  kilometers  from  the  •' jumping-off "  place.   The  terrain  v/as 
rollinr  ,  broken  by  an  occasional  patch  of  woods,  consisting  mostly 
of  stunted  trees  and  underbrush.   The  enemy  had  artillery  in  many 
of  the  suiall  ravines  which  passed  throu  h  this  sector.   The  amount  ol 
field  artillery,  French  anc  Americ-  n,  used  in  this  grand  offensive 
comoared  favorably  with  thr.  t  ol  the  St.  "'■ihiel  drive,  especially  of 
7b 's  and  105' s. 

Allied  b<:  ttv.ries  v;eie  fairly  active  throu-^hout  the  night  end  at 
3:30  A.i"-.  the  t'TO  hours'  preparation  commenced.  The  en^ray  countered 
to  8,n  appreciable  extent,   ^it  about  5:30  A.;"',  a  standing  barrage  was 
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laid  dovm  in  front  of  the  " juy.iping;  off"  line  and  continued  for  ten 
minuteG,  and  during;.;  that  timo   the  let  "attalion  of  this  regi.'.ient 
moved  u;o  ana  ior.-r:^^c..  for  the  "  jurr^p-of  f " .   In  muir-in^'^   this  r.iove  the  l8t 
Battalion  lost  one  hundrea  .rjer.  killed  and  wounded  03^  the  enemy  coun- 
terbattory  work,'  At  5:30  A.jVj.  the  rolling,  'oariago  ccfan,  follov/ed 
clORcly  by  the  1st  Eattrilion.   The  74tt  1  COiTioar.y  of  thiL~,  battalion  wa.s 
on  the  right  ri„.d  the  7oth  Company  or  the  lelt  of  the  front  wave,  with 
thtj  ?5th  Co^-npf^ijy  iiT  support,  the  9bth  Oocpany  bein£.,  sttc?.chfcd  to  the 
liaison  detachment.   Each  of  the  two  front  line  coi;:paniv:;S  had  a 
platoon  of  thu  ?3rQ  Machine  Gun  Cor.ipeny  attached,   /iter  advancing 
a  short  aistancc  the  Iront  lir.e  was  held  up  bv  machine  gun  nests 
in  a  little  pptch  oi  wooes  just  south  o^  St.  ''•eore<eB,  this  woods 
soorriiDgly  not  having,  boon  touched  by  Allied  artillery  fire,   it  was 
in  overconung  this  resistance  that  Caotain  Overton,  in  cor.mand  of 
the  7P)th  Company  and  an  officer  vmo  had  been  throug^h  ev^ry  action 
and  distirguished  himself  evury  time,  lost  his  life.   During  the 
whole  first  kilometer  ol  the  ravance  tae  enc'^iy  offered  a  very  fierce 
resistance  with  ''lachine  g.un  r-nd  artillery  fire,  but  by  following  the 
barrage  closely  and.  iightin^v  vjitn  their  custorrry  dash  and  bravery 
the  troops  succeeded  in  taking  the  r.ill  just  south  ol  the  Landres- 
St .  C-eorres  road,  which  pioved  to  be  one  of  tlu..  enemy's  princiYJal 
lines  of  resistance.  .  Vpon  r-rriv-^l  at  the  first  objective,  at  £  A.M., 
the  3rd  and  2ncl  B.-Htalions  prissed  tlirough  the  1st  Bf'tt.^'lion,  in  the 
order  named,  and  the  1st  Brtt.:-lion  follOFcd  as  reserve  bf":ttalion*  At 
8:14  A.'^.  the  cor.ra'uidin^;-  officer  01  th';  3rd  B"ttrlion 
lowing  m^,'ssrf-:'e : 


sent    the    fol- 


"From:        Commanding  Offic^.r,    Third  Batt-^lion. 
To:  Commanding  Officer,    Sixth  Regiment. 

My   tVii'O  1g adding-  comorni^n   ^'^re   on  1st   objective. 
pinies   on  riu^  e   in  position   to   adva„nco   at  prooer   tin'.e 
ties.      Barker   is  nc^^r  me.      H:\ve   met   t^'^'O  comiDanics   01 
of   St.   'leorr'.es 


F  o  1 1  o  w  i  ng  c  0  m-- 

iew  casua.l- 

'Villirms'    b-^'ck 


"■•'■ado   good   time    since 


Ir' 
G. 


it  mess ''go 
i:,  Shiiler 


?/hile  the  comoaides  vrere  being  reor.^  .-'nizcd  and  tho  SrcT  Br.ttrlion 
was  taking  up  the  front  line,  the  Allied  ba.rra<;",e  rer;;rinod  st^'tionnry 
in  iront  01  this  regiment's  position.   T]:.ere  'jas  little  enem.y  artillery 
fire,  the  enemy  rt   ti.;-- t  timu  boin;;  eng'^ged  in  moving  back  his 
The  troops  took  advant^^ge  of  the  berutiiul  cl^.'i^r  d-ry   to  snrtch  a 
half  hour's  rest  before " continuing  the  advance.   At  9:00  A.M.  the 
3rd  Battalion  resum^.e  the  rdV'  nee  '^s  the  leading  battalion,  closely 
following  the  brrra.gc  until  the.  soconc  objective  'rrs  reached 
12:30  P.M.   At  11  A.F.  tn>.  followine  mrs;-?-^r.o  Tire   sent: 


guns 
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"From:   Com.mia.nding  Offic^.r,  Third  Battalion. 
To:   .   Commanding  Officer,  Sixth  Regiment. 

We  are  in  Chennory  ■'■  nd  B;  yonville  ^'vlC.   passing  up  to  seconc  ob- 
jective.  Took  about  100  prisc'ers  here  by  usinr  tank,  assistec-  by 
riflem.en.   About  100  enemy  retref  t...d  from  their  guns  to  v/oods  south- 
east of  Sivry.   The  yoods  north  01  second  objective  should  be  well- 


shclled.  Have  trken  6  -  88' s. 
Chemery  and  Bayonville.  Enemy 
ville.  ^^,    K.  Shuler." 


Scouts  jeist  reported  that  \;e  hold 
is  shellin,.,  iron  vrood  north  01  Bryon- 


The  tanks  assigned  to  tnis  regiment  £'^yc   great  ass 
reducing  enemy  machine  gun  nests.   Three  tanks  assigned 
Bf-'ttalion,  after  th.,  first  objective  had  been  reacned, 
by  the  battalion  commander  to  the  83rd  Comnany^   These 
iOTrjr.Td.   ',7hen  the  second  advance  bcg^^n  ^n6.   keot  ud  v,dth 
elements.  Upon  reaching  the  outskirts  of  Chennory,  r^nd 
the  cover  oi  the  crest  of  a  hill,  it  v-as  found  possible 
the  85rd  Company  and  t-^-nks  to  ilank  a  b-^.ttery  01  four  e 
guns.   This  battery  i/as  firinr  direct  fire  into  the  lei 
regimental  sector,  and  vir>Q   taken  comolctely  by  surprise 
left  flank.   One  tank  approached  and  covered  th...  r^dvanc 
of  riflemen  and  the  skillful  uc^  01  its  one-pounder  and 
7;eapons  compelled  the  surrender  of  one  officer  and  scve 
.-rtillerymien  v/ho  viere  L.pnuino-   th^  battery.   As  a  result 
operation  ov^r  t^yo  hundred  of  the  ouemy,  from  diiierert 
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the  ravine,  were  observed  retre^tin^^ 
east  oi  Sivry.   The  three  taiiKs  upon 
jective  went  lorwaid  with  the  ond  Bet 
passed  through  the  5rd.   Officers  in 
in  every  wa:  possible.   The  toivn  of  B 
ganized,  one  hundred  prisoners  being. 
^■'a.jor  Schmidt,  a  captured  medical  ofl 
were  put  in  operation,  evacuating  bot 
after  they  had  been  properly  cared  fo 
organized  the  town  and  supervised  the 
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on  the  run  to  ti:ie  wood  no r th- 
at tainnent  01  the  sec  one  ob- 
talion  when  the  2nd  Battalion 
charge  oi  the  tanks  cooDerateo 
ayonville  was  taken  and  or- 
taken.  Under  the  charge  of 
icer,  three  rxerman  ambulances 
h  American  and  German  wounded 
r.   Captain  Arold  \1.   Jacobsen 
se  operations. 


'.Vhen  the  second  objective  v/as  reached  the  2nd  and  1st  Battalions 
oassed  through  the  Srd  Battalion,  which  followed  as  reserve  battalion. 
The  2nd  Bcttalion  continued  to  its  objective  about  throe  kilometers 
further.  Upon  arrival  at  the  final  objective  patrols  went  forward  to 
the  ex^Dloitation  line  and  met  very  littlu  resistance  At  3:15  P.M. 
the  following  message  was  sont  by  the  CO.  of  the  2nd  Battalion  to 
Regimental  Headquarters: 

"We  are  on  our  objective-   Front  companies  are  ac- 
justing  lino  rmd  sondint  exploiting  parties  ahead.  Have 
liaison  vjith  Major  Stowell  on  left  and  have  sent  to  5th 
on  right.   Considerable  machine  gun  fire  being  encoun- 
tered from  that  part  of  the  3ois-de-la-Folie  still  held 
by  the  enemy.   Casualties  among  the  micn  not  extremely 
heavy  -  officers  about  fifty  per  cent.   '.Tilliams." 

During  the  advance  Captain  Kirt  Greene,  60th  Company,  ?ms  killed. 

The  Regimental  Headquarters  vras  moved  to  Som.merance  soon  after 
the  attack  commenctjd,  and  when  the  lirst  objective  V7as  rcc.ched  the 
Headquarte-rs  moved  again  to  Fermic  d^ei:.  Dela,  from  whence  it  moved 
to  Chennery.   The  cay  of  November  2nd  was  spunt  in  strengthening 
the  position  and  rcconnoitcring  the  a.rea  to  the  front,   the  79th 
Company  was  pushed'  forward  to  the  northern  cd..  c  of  the  Bois-de- 
la-Folie  on  the  morning  oi  November  2nd,  to  the  north  side  of  the 
Nouart  road.   No  serious  resistance  v/as  r-.et  in  this  movement,  but 
the  96th  Comrpany  on  the  left  wns  held  up  by  miachinu  gun  and  one- 
pounder  fire  from  the  vicinity  of  Fme .  de  Maumes.   On  the  night  of 
Novem.ber  2nd-3rd  the  23rd  Infantry  passed  through  this  rijgiment  and 
took  up  the  advance  toward  the  exploitation  line-   This  regimicnt 
follov/ed  as  support  in  column  of  battalions  in  the  following  order: 
2nd  Battalion,  1st  Battalion  and  3rd  Battalion,  with  a  thousand 
yards  between  battalions.  On   November  2nd  l^ajor  Barker  was  evacu- 
ated to  the  hospital  on  account  oi  sickness,  being  succeeded  in  com- 
mia.nd  by  Major  ^''aurice  S.  Berry. 

The  3rd  Brigade  reached  its  objective  at  6  A.i.-.,  this  regiment 
being  in  support  went  into  bivouac  in  the  followin:   lositions:   2nd 
Battalion  in  woods  a  kilometer  and  a  half  northwest  of  Fosse;  the  1st 
Battalion  a  half  kilom.etcr  north  of  Fosse;  and  the  3rd  Battalion  in 
the  ravine  half  a  kilom.eter  sout'hwest  of  Fosse.   Regimental  Heacquar- 
ters  m.oved  from.  Chennery  to  Fosse  on.  the  morn:.ng'  oi  November  3rd. 
In  accordance  with  Op^.rations  IXcmorandumx  No.  30,  Hea.dqurrters  Fourth 
Brigade,  dated  4  November  1918,  the  liaison  detachmiont  under  command 
of  I'ajor  Stowoll  rejoined  this  re.gim.ent,  and  llajcr  Stowell  assum.cd 
com.mand  oi  the  1st  -attalion.   The  afternoon  and  night  oi  November 
3rd  Y/ere  spent  in  this  position.   The  kitchens  were  brought  up  and  the 
men  given  hot  food.   On  the  afternoon  of  Novemibc  r  4th  this  regiment 
moved  to  the  Belval  Bois  des  Dar.xs  area  where  it  v/as  held  in  support 
of  the  5th  Regimc^nt,  v/hich  was  then  holding  th^  right  subsector  of  the 
divisional  front.   The  regiment  remained  in  this  area  until  -^fter  the 
7th  of  November. 


While  in  this  -^rea  the  constant  exposure  to  th^  cold  and  rain 
caused  much  sickness  among  the  troops  and  resulted  in  such  a  great 
numb^^r  of  evacu?-tions  th^t  the  effective  lishtinc  strength  of  the 
regiment  was  reduced  to  approximately  bn^  thousand  m.cn.  The  i^ct 
that  the  advance  v/as  to  be  pushed  in  r  viirorous  manner  had  neces- 
sitated orders  that  the  men  leave  their  oacks  behind.  During  the 
advance,  however,  m.ost  of  the  trooxDS  had  salvaged  some  blankets  and 

-34-      ^   ■ 


extra  clothing,   tut    tno    L^cvorrl  c;?y,-,',   ci    r?.in  nr.o    av  ac   it   jnTCticc  lly 
impossible   for   thoiii  to   soond  r   ^i^o.iiunt's   time    in  co.-'iiortrblc   rust   or 
sleep  since   the.   rtt-"ck   st' rtod   on  t'n..  ir.ornirn    oi    Novcmtoor   1st.      On 
the   P.fternoon  oi   Novcr.bor   "^th   tho   re^'iniont   n'archcd  to  3ois  do    Som- 
msutho   and  RoKimont-^l  ?I<..':'dqu.^rtcrs   ■/ere   estrblished  ir:   Soi:ir..nuthe   on 
November   8th. 

Upon  c'rriv'-'l   ••  t   3o.r,«nutho   the   ^o^'^imontrl   Oommnndor  h^^ld   f   con- 
ference v/ith   the  b.-'ttplion  comnnnders   rna  explnincd   to   them   thu  plnn 
lor   the   proposeQ  croLsinn;   of   the   ¥^'use    river^      On   the  ni^.nt    November 
&th-9th.      In  nccordc^.nce     rith   orders   from  thi:.  4rth  Brigc'de   Herdqurrtors , 
November  8th,    this   crossing    \tob   postponed  until   the  nig-ht   of   November 
9th- 10th,    rnd  the  b.-ittf^lions  were   M'^rchu-d  to   the   v/oods   southiTOct   oi 
Thibaudine   Frrm     where   they  bivourced   lor    the   night.      On   the   afternoon 
of    November   9th,    in  co:'.:.'jlirnnce   vrith   telephonic    instructions    from 
Ker'dquc?rters   4th  3rig?de,    the  bPttP.lions  v/cre   nrrched   to  Bois   du  Pone 
de   Limon,    v;here   they  v/ere   held,   in  rcrdiness   to  mrke   the   crossing-,  rt 
daybrenk  on   the  morning  of   the   10th.      This  crossing  v/f,s   postponed   rnc 
the   troops  vent   into  bivoi.ir;C .      At   8:30  A.y  .    on  .November   10th   the 
Regimentrl   Commrnde.i-   rnd   Lieut.    Colonel  Holcorro  went   to  Brigc?de  Herd- 
qurirters,    -t   Ber'umont,    to   rttend   a   conference   rein  five   to   the   pro- 
posed crossing-   oi    t\e  Keuse .      Upon  completion   of   this  conference 
the   br.ttnlion  cori'nipnders  T;ere   psscmbled' rit   the   Pe.?:imentrl   P.C.   and 


to   them,  yps   explrinee    thio 
tc   tnke  plrce   at  9:30  P .M 


t< 


tivo   pirn  of   the   crossinr",   ivhich  was 


that  nip-ht . 


crossing  v/r-s   received 


th< 


The  Briff'dc  order  for  the 
5:50  ?J',  and  copies  v/ure  sent  to  th.,  b'-t- 
trlion  com.miander  in  Bois  ee  Fo-.d  de  Limon.   The  br'fialions  were  on 
march  v;ithin  ten  minutes  riter  the  rLtCcipt  of  these  orders.  The 
enemy  v/as  shellin;^  the  roads  lo-"cina;  i;o  the  bridge  positions  and 
the  troops  v/ere  forced  to  mnkc  r  detour  oi  about  n  hnlf  kilometer, 
the  lending:  b-^ttnlion  rcrehing  the  r?^ilroad  yrrd  nenr  the  river 
bank  at  10:30  P.M.,  where  they  v;ere  met  by  en  officer  of  the  2nd 
Engineers  ivho  strted  th-"t  one  brid.'7;:e  was  on  th>^  river  bank  ready  to 
be  put  in  position,  but  thrt  the  other  bridge  v;rs  not  yet  in  rerd- 
iness.   He  stated  that  the  enemy  had  a,p;:)rrently  locrted  the  brid^:e 
positions  nnd  hnd  them:  well  covered  \iith   ;:.-,nchine  guns,  i/injor  George 
K«  Shuler,  01  the  3rd  Battnlion,  --ftor  r  conference  with  the  other 
br.'ttalion  commanders,  det'iled  lorty  mion  to  help  the  engineers,  rnd 
sent  the  engineer  lieuten.'^nt  to  the  river  brnk  to  report  w-hen  both 
the  bridges  were  in  position.   Bnttalion  comr.rnders  v;ritod  until 
4:00  A.M.  of  November  11th  and  .^s  the  second  bridge  v>rrs  not  rv,rdy 
pt  that  time  the  troops  v.'-ere  marched,  back  to  Bois  du  Fond  de  Limon 
as  the  day  v;as  breaking  and  there  v/^'s  no  suit'-^ble  cover  for  the 
troops  in  the  vicinity  Ox    tl'.e  bridt.e. 

In  compliance  with  telephonic  instructions  from  Herdquarters , 
5th  Arm.y  Corps,  tr^nsmiitted  throu^^h  Headqu.' rters ,  4th  Brigade, 
hostilities  ceased  ^t  11:00  A«M. ,^ November  11th. 

The  miost  i::  .-edirte  effect  th.rt  the  signing'  of  the  armistice  had 
upon  the  physicrl  cor..:fcrt  of  the  men  was  th^t  they  'were  permitted  to 
keep  warming  fires  going  ni^ht  r  ■a(3.   day  without  fO'-r  oi  energy  obser- 
vation. 


In  addition  to  the  many 
regiment  lost  during  the  Arg 
to  November  11th,  inclusive, 
and  four  hundr.-.d  r^ncl  thirty- 
captured  great  num.bors  of  pr 
war  miaterial  of  ever*^  descri 
tured.  The  Allied  artillery 
cne:.;y  draft  stock.  The  grea 
struck  also  indicated  that  t 
had  caused  ^^^ny  of  the  anima 
titles  of  ammunition  vrere  le 


evacU'-'ticns  on  account  oi    sickness  this 
onne-T-^eusc  operations,  from.  November  1st 

t 'Tent y- seven  officers  killed  and  wounded 
six  r-.cn  killed  and  woundtco  ♦  The  re'-iment 
isoners,  cannon,  machine  guns,  stores  and 
ption.   A  number  of  horses  were  also  cap- 

haa  inflicted  terrible  dar.agc  upon  th*^ 
t  num.bcr  of  die  ad  horses  which  had  not  been 
he  rapidity  v;ith  which  the  ene-r-;y  retreated 
Is  to  die  from'  exhaustion.   Grer^t  quan- 
ft  behind,  by  the  eno'.y. 


Th( 


morning 


01  the  13th  of  Novemiber  found,  this  regir-.ent  in  sup- 


port Of  the  23rd  Infantry,  v/hich  Mrs   holding  the  front  line  of  the 
2nd  Division  on  the  -.rest  bank  oi  the  Incuse  River  from,  the  villa.g^  of 
La  Faubourg  to  "Tillem.ontry .   The  disposition  oi  the  ref-iment  was  as 
follows:   Regimental  He-^dquarters  and  Heaequarters  Co.-.pany  at  Yoneq; 


the  1st  Battalion,  75rd  ii . 
Boin  du  Fond  de  Liraon;  the 
noon  of  the  li3th  the  2nc-  E 
the  ■battlefield  in  that  vi 
the  3rd  Battalion  of  thiG 
Infantry  which  was  holding 
battalion  was  as  follows: 
panics  at  TilleraontiM/.  Re 
Company  moved  to  Villeraont 
On  the  morning;  of  the  14th 
relieved  the  two  companies 
La  Jaubourg.   Upon  beinfr  r 
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■elioved  these 
Villemontry,  where  they  vfero  billeted, 
'area,  until  the  mornin-?'  of  November  l?th 


nd  ant.  3rd  Battalions  in  the 
ny  at  Beauihont .   On  the  after- 
sent  to  La  Basace  to  salvage 
he  n'lOruinf  oi  rlovember  13th 
oved  the  b'lttalion  of  the  23rd 
ne .   The  disposition  of  the 
s  at  La  Faubourp:  and  two  com- 
Qviarters  and  Headquarters 
ernoon  of  the  13th  of  November 
alien  of  the  30&th  Regiment 
ment  which  were  stationed  at 
tv/o  conoanies  proceeded  to 
The  retimient  reraainca  in  this 


At  7  A.M.  on  the  morning  oi  ilov ember  17th  this  regiment,  as  part 
of  the  main  body  of  Column  No.  2,   8nd  Division  took  up  the  march  to 
the  Rhine.   Route  of  march;   Pouilly  -  Inor  -  Olizy  -  Olizy-sur- 
Chieis  -  La.  Ferte.   The  entire  regiment  viras  billeted  for  the  night 
in  the  town  of  La  Forte. 

The  re.Q;ir.ient  resumed  the  march  to  thu  Rhine  at  7:30  A.M.  of 


November  18th,  route  of  m;arch:   Margut  -  Villers  -  La  Soye 


The 


regiment  vras  billeted  as  follOL/s:   Regimental  Headquarters  at  Belle- 
fontaino;  the  3rd  Battalion  ano.  Supply  Company  at  La  Hagc ;  1st  and 
2nd  Battalions  at  Tintigny.   On  the  morning  of  this  day  the  regiment 
crossed  the  border  into  Belgium.   The  regimental  band  played  and  the 
troops  were  given  a,  rousing  welcom.e  by  the  inhabitants  vmo  lined  both 
sides  of  the  roao . 

On  the  morning  of  iJovembor  20th  this  regiment  passed  tUrough'the 
5th  Regiment  and.  continued  the  m^arch  as  Advance  Guaro  of  Column  Ko. 
2.  Route  of  mc'rch:   Etalle  -  Vance  -  Arlons.   The  regiment  was  bil- 
leted for  the  night  as  iollows:   Regimental  Headquarters  and  Head- 
quarters ,  Company  ,  1st  Battalion,  73rd  M.Q.  Co.  at  Arlons;  2nd  Bat- 
talion at  Tontelange;  1st  company  oi  the  3rd  Battalion  at  Frpssern; 
three  companius  and  Headquarters  of  the  3rd  Battalion  and  Supoly 
Company  at  Bonner t. 

The  march  vns   resumed  on  the  mornin-  of  Hovember  21st.  Route 
of  march:   Oberpallen  -  Becker ich  -  Nordingen  -  Ewelingen,  Luxembourg. 
The  regiment  was  billeted  for  the  night  as  follows:   Regimental  Hea.d- 
quarters,  1st  Battalion,  73rd  I"I.Ct.  Com.pa.ny  and  Supply  Comyjany  a.t 
Eworlingcn;  2nd  .Battalion  at  Pratt;  3  com.ioanies  of  the  3rd  Battalion 
at  'Scha.ndal;  1  company  of  the  3rd  "^-attalion  at  BoY/ingen.   About  this 
time  approximately  one  thous'^no  replacements  joined  the  regiment. 

The  march  was  resumed  at  7:30  A.l;.  on  the  morning'  of  IIovembt.r 
22nd.   Route  of  march;   Usoldingen  -  Bov/ingen  -  Bisscn  -  Berg.   The 
regiment  was  billeted  for  the  night  as  follows:   Regimiental  Head- 
quarters, Headquarters  Company,  1st  Battalion,  7ord'l'].Gr.  Company  and  ■ 
Supply  Company  at  Nieder-Schieron;  3  compr.nies  of  the  3rd  Battalion  at 
Crutchen;  1  company  oi  the  3rd  Battalion  at  Schrondwoiler ;  2nd  Bat- 
talion at  Etterbruck. 

The  march  i.-ras  again  resumiod  on  the  morning  of  rjovembur  ^3ra. 
Routu  of  march:   Schrondweilor  -  Medernach  -  Ermsdorf  -  Eppeldorf . 
The  completion  ot  this  day's  march  broug'ht  the  regiment  to  the  German 
frontier,  which  recording  to  the  terms  of  the  armistice,  could  not 
be  crossed  until  December  1st.   An  outpost  line  was  established  on 
the  v;est  bank  of  the  Sauur  River  pnd  strong  guards  v;ere  placed  at  all 
bridges  in  order  that  no  p^reons  should  be  allowed  to  cross  the 
river  into  Germany.   In  addition  to  these  outposts,  irequent  patrols 
wero  made  along'  the  uank  of  the  Sauer  River  from  Dillengin  to  Reis- 
dorf.   The  regiment  was  billeted  for  the  night  as  lollOT/s:   Regimental 
Headquarters,  Headquarters  Company.,  Supply  Company,  1  company  of  the 
3rd  Battalion  and  3  companies  oi  the  1st  Battalion,  at  Beforterheider; 
two  companies  of  the  1st  Battalion  and  73rd  M.G.  Company  rt   3i:ielbrch; 
2nd  Battalion  r-t  Reisdcrf;  3  Gom-oanies  oi  the  3rcl  Battalion  at  Dil- 
lingen.   The  following  d^y,  Novemiber  24th,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of 
billets  in  the  Regim<^-ntal  area,  the  1st  Battalion  was  v/ithtirav/n  from 
the  outpost  line  and  sent  to  -''ostrofi  ,  ^/h^re  it  v/as  helo  as  regim.ental 
reserve  J  Battalion  Headquarters  and  tv/o  companies  oi    th^  Snd  Battalion 
were  sent  to  Bigelbach;  Rogimentrl  He- dquarters ,  Headciuarters  Company 
and  Supply  Com.pf  ny  moved  to  Peisdorl  .  On  November  25th  the  S7th 


Company  joined  i:h«^-  84th  Couo^.'-y  ■  t   3«..iortv..rii.'"^i(..o  in  ordci  to  roli^vc- 
the  con^  ustion  of  ■'oil].(;ts  ir.  Dillinr:cn.   Tiic  rofir.'ont  ronnincd  in 
this  rrc.-^  until  Dec>-r.;fcor  let,  during  ^f/hich  time  drills  •jcrc  hold 
dnil^',  pl],  cquipr'icnt  r.nd  ti^"  nsoort"  tion  \jcto   thorouf.hl^/-  clornod  rno 
ovorh'^'Ulocl  rnd  r..'cn  .''nc  nniiViOls  ',;cro  civon  '"'  mnch-neoded  rest. 

On  the  /norninR  of  .DoCi^mbor  1st,  .-"iter  supoortin[  tho  5th  R>^g.imcnt 
in  its  crossin,'"..  of  the  S^^uer  River,  this  ru;  ir/iont  follov/ed  the  5th 
Regiment  as  rn.'-iin  boa^;  of  Colun:n  No.  2,  2nd  Division,  in  the  r.v^rch  to- 
v,"rd  the  Rhino.   Route  of  r-irch:   Wr.llendorf  -  Goichlingen  -  Roucrburg 
-  '.'/cixweiler .   Rer.iiviontal  Hcndnufirters  crossed  the  Sr'uer  River  into  Ger- 

pny  cit  'f'bout  9:00  A.M.  of  Deo'euoer  1st.   The  regiment  urs  billeted 
for  the  night  <- s  follov/s:   Rogiment-'^l  Henaqurrters ,  He;  dquartcrs  Corn- 
pony  c?nd  Supply  Co-:';prny  t-t   Ai.vmcldinr^en;  2  comoanies  oi  tne  1st  B  t- 
t?lion  c.t  Ncurath;  B.-^ttrlion  Hef.dquarters  rnd  2  Comprmi^^s  oi  the  Ist 
Battalion  rt    -Jeilbjeh;  2riQ  Bnttrlion  pt   Sin'r.-elbaur;.;  Eattalion  Hero- 
quartv^rs  rnd  2  coroanius  of  the  5rd  Brttalion  at  Plrschiod;  2  comorniL.s 
of  the  3rd  Bntt-lion  ct  Schourin;  7ord  M  .G .  Company  rt   Heilbrch. 

Thu  r.orch  ",/'-s  resumed  ori   thv.  mornin''  oi  Decembur  2nd.  Route  ojt 
mrrch:   Wrx^veiler  -  Luncbach.   Th^  re.riTient  billeted  for  the  night  's 
follov/s;   Regimicntr'.l  Keraqunrtors ,  Her  oqurrters  Co.pany,  Supply  Com- 
pany, 1st  Brtt^^lion  f^nd  ?3rd  M.G.  Gomoany  rt  Lun^brch;  Brttolion  He-^d- 
qU'^^rters  -  nd  2  com.p^nies  oi  the  2nd,  Brttalion  rt   Heilhrusen;  2  com;- 
ponies  01  the  2nd  B'-tt-^^lion  rt  Pintesf elf. ;  B'-^ttrlion  Herdfurrters  rnd 
2  com.panies  of  the  3rd  B.-ttolion  ^-t  Lo.v.bortsburg;  1  com:prny  of  the 
3rd  Erttolion  rt  Grcimelschcid;  1  compony  of  the  3rCL  Br'ttrlion  rt 
Kargfirten. 

The  morcu  wos  r;g;rin  resumed  on  the  :;,ornj.nf.  of  Dece  ■.ber  ore.   Rout«^ 
of  m.r'rch:   Bronsgold  -  ?:fum.  -  Budesheim:.   Troops  oi  the  regim:ent  werL, 
Hlleted  for  the  night  rs   follov/s:   Regir'ental  Headquarters,  Hcrd- 
Q^arturs  Compaiiy  c^nd  Supply  Cor.pE^ny  at  Ro  .■m.^rsheimi;  Battalion  Hefd- 
quarters  and  2  companies  oi  the  2nd  Battalion  "t  Gendenbrett;  2  com— 
p-^nies  of  the  2nd  Brttr-lion  rt  Woschied;  5rd  Brttrlion  rt  Giesdorf; 
1st  Brttalion  ond  73rd  M.G.  Co;.'.po.ny  ot  Fl'-ring-on.   On  Decem.ber  4th 
the  2nd  Division  rem.aincd  in  plpce  r^nd  the  Re»zim.cntrl  Comi-m.ander ,  re- 
rlizing  th.-^t  the  -'orch  for  Doecmbcr  5t-i?  'tos  to  be  on  unusually  long"- 
one,  obt.'^inod  p..rm.ioS  .on  to  r-r^lzc   the  follov/in  troops  movem.ents  in- 
order  to  shorten  toe  follovring  dry's  morch:   Regimento.l  Hcadqurrters , 
Heodqu'^rters  Com.p.'-ny  ond  Supply  Co".pa.ny  from-  Ro:mershoim.  to  '.vr'llor- 
shcim;  B-^'tt^"  lion  Ho'^dquorters  ond  2  com.jories  of  the  2nd  Brttrlion 
from.  Gendenbrett  to  Gondc^lshei:;;  2  comprnies  of  the  2nd  Batt'-^lion 
from  Wr-.schicd  to  .7einshoir;;  3rc  Bottolion  fro--:  Gcisdorf  to  Du-opcch. 
1st  Bottolion  ond  7ord  M.G.  Corvoany  re^'-'oined  in  ploce  o.t  Flcrinp:en. 

On  the  miorning  oi  December  Stli  this  re:2:i-ent  passed  through  the 
5th  R^.gim.ent  '  nCt  took  up  the  rir-rch  as  ndvance  gur  rd  oi  Colurrn  Ho.  2, 
2nd  Division.  F.oute  of  r;,- rch:  Shortest  rvailrble  route.  The  regi- 
ment W"s  billeted  for  the  night  rs  lollov/s:  Regim.ental  Ileodquorters , 
Supply  Com.pany,  2nd  Bottalion  ond  3rd  Battrlion  at  Hillesheimi;  Heod- 
qu-rters  Compr^ny  at  Walleso.ori;  Ist  Bottolion  ot  Berndori;  73rd  L- .G . 
Com.pany  -'■t  Berndori  . 

The  m.rrch  vips   ^^t  .^in  resuriud  on  the  morning  of  Decem.ber  6th. 
Route  of  r..orch:   "licsboum  -  Dollendori  -  Udclhoven.   The  rcgimt-nt  "ros 
billeted  lor  the  ni^ht  os  follOY;s;   Regrmentol  Keodquorters ,  He'-d- 
quarters  Compony,  Bottolion  Keodquorters  fnid  3  co. /ponies  of  the  2nd 
B^tt-lion  ond  the  Sup'oly  Compony  ^--^t  Dollendori;  Bottolion  Heoaquorters 
rnd  3  com.ponies  of  the  Ist  B'-ttrlion  ot  Leudersdori;  1  company  of  the 
1st  Bo  tt;  lion  ond  73rd  ¥  .0 .   Co.  ot  ilieder  Eho;  Battolion  Hk^odquortcrs 

Bottolion  ot  UdelhoTcn;  2  com-^rnies  of  the 
1  comoonv  of  the  2nd  Bo ttrli on  ot  Hun^.ers- 


ond  2  com.-ponics  oi  the  3rd 
3rd  B--ttoiion  -t  Anchutte; 
corf . 

The  m-i^rch  t^-^s  lesu-.'.ed  on  the  m;orning  of  Decemiber  7th.   Route  of 
m-rch:   w'eisb'-'u:-.  -  Udelhoven  -  Antv/eiler  -  Schuld .  The  Regio.ent  v/as 
bill^jtod  for  the  night  os  follo-js:   Regiment-^1  Kerd-quorters ,  Keodquor- 
ters Compony,  Supply  Compony,  1st  Bott.-^lion  ond  73rd  ¥  ,G  .    Compony  ot 
Schuld;  2nd  B-'^ttolion  He-  dquortcrs  --^nd  2  co-panius  of  thot  bottalion 
ot  Fuchshoven;  2  companies  ^of  the  2nd  "--^ttrlion  rt   V/inneroth;  Bottolion 
Heodnuarters  rnd   3  componies  of  the  5rd  Bf^ttalion  ot  Isul;  1  co-m-i^my 
of  the  3rd  Bottolion  ot  Dumpelfeld. 

The  :"arch  -.tos  continued  on  the  "-ornins,  of  Decem:bcr  Pth.   Routo 
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of  march:      Antiveiler  -   Sc]^ 


-   Ahr-reiler.      The    troo"os  were  'billetec' 


for   the   night    fs   follows:      ref,iL:ent?l   '■-Te-^dqMarters ,    Keadquarters   Com- 
pany,   Supply   Company,    3rd   Bpttclion,    '^;attr?lion  Headnuart<^rs   anc"    3  cbw- 
panies   of  the   Snd   '^.pttalion,    -attylion  ''•'erdqMcirters   and   3   companies  o  f 
the   1st  Battalion  and   the    73rd  I' .0- .   Company 'at   IJeuenarh;    1  corroa.ny   of 
the  2nd  3c.ttalion  end  1  platoon  machine  puns   at   Limersdon;    1   co.;-oany 
of   the    1st   Battalion  and   1    platoon  rriachine   puns   at   Schelhenbach. 

On   the   mornin,;     of    "ecember   9th   this   re;iment   resunied  the  march. 
route   01   march:      Neuenahr   -   Sinzig  -  Brohl .      Upon  o.rrival   at  destina- 
tion an  outoost   line   was   establishec    on  the   i^est 


Dank 


Niecerbreisif;  to  -lamed: 


regi. 


Oi  the  Rhine  from 
ent  TiTas  billeted  as  follows:  Regi- 


mental Heaoquarters ,  Heaaqur^rters  Company,  3rd  Battalion,  Hordquar- 
ters  and  2  companies  of  the  ^rind  Battalion  and  3  platoons  oi  thu  Slst 
M  .G .  Com'oany  at  Brohl;  the  1st  Battalion  and  73rd  M  .G  •  Company  at 
Namody;  2  •_ ompanios  of  the  2n6  Battalion  anci  1  platoon  of  the  olst 
M.G.  Company  at  l\Iitjo.erbroisig;  the  Supply  Corai.)any  two  kilometers  north 
of  Brohl  on  the  Brohl-Sinzig  road.   On  the  afternoon  of  Deccmbur  10th 
the  74th  Company  of  the  I'st  Battalion  was  sent  to  Andeinach  to  es- 
tablish a  liaison  post  thero  with  the  32nd  Tivision,  which  was  on  our 
ri£.ht.   In  addition  to  the  outposts  th^j  entire  v/estern  brnk  of  thu 


patrolloQ 
this  arcc^ 


from  Fiedorbreisig  to  .-^.ndurnach.   The  ree,ir;X.nt  re- 


fer four  c'ays,  during;,  which  tir.o   drills  were  h^.lc 


Rhine  was 
gained  in 
daily. 

On  the  mornin;..  of  locember  13th  this  rcrimo-nt  crossed  th^^  Rhine 
River  and  took  up  position  in  suooort  of  the  5th  Rcs'iment  in  the  4th 
m"/   'ade  sector  of  the  Coblenz  brid&chead.   The.  disposition  of  thv.. 

3  of  this  rc....im)ent  was  as  follows:   Regimental  Kerdquarters  at 
^-^   .oiler;  Hetdquarters  Company,  Supply  cbm.pany  and  2nd  Battalion 
°   ,,;.oinbrohl;  3rd  Battalion  vt   Leutcsdorf;  Battalion  Headquarters  and 
,   M^   eompanies  of  the  1st  Ba.tta.lion  at  Niederharimierstein;  one  company 
^g£   the  1st  Battalion  at  Oberhammerstein;  one  company  of  the  1st  Bat- 
tfalion  ana  the  73rd  M.G.  Company  at  Leutesdorf. 

On  December  16th  this  regiment  took  over  the  left  half  of  thu 
4th  Brigade  subsector  vrith  the  followin['  disposition  of  troops:   The 
1st  Battalion  holding  the  front  line  7/ith  Battalion  Headquarters,  73rd 
M.G.  Compa.ny,  75th  Company  &nc.   3  platoons  of  the  74th  Company  stationed 
in  Honningen;  95th  ComTJnny  at  Honborn  F<"rm;  2  platoons  oi  the  76th 
Company  at  Arlendori;  1  platoon  of  the  74tb  Comoany  as  liaison  platoon. 

tho  76th  Company  .'  t 


?/ith  the  5th  Regi'  ont  at  Bremscheid;  2  platoons  oi 
outposts  Nos .  1,  2  and  3  on  outpost  lino 
port  of  the  1st  Battalion  and  billotod  i 


the  2nd  Batt-  lion  in  sup 
Rhcinbrohl:  th<j  crdi  B^attalion 


as  regimental  reserve,  at  Leutesdorf;  Regimental  He- ^quarters ,  Head- 
quarters Company  at  Leutesdorf;  Cupply  Cor..pany  one  ki.lor-oter  north  of 
Leutesdori  on  the  Leutusdorf-Brohl  road. 

In  aadition  to  the  outposts  establishea 
gU'-'rds  were  placed  at  all  ferry  landin^^s  and 
frequent  patrols  m?  do  along  th^  b;  n.:s  oi  the 


ately  st(  rtud  on  tht^  defenses  of  th^ 
pegged  in  and  machine  ^ 
been  drawn  up  and  is  b( 


,un  positions 
;in^.  s trie t  1a/ 


;  sector 
loc  ted 

adhered. 


on  th,.  observa.tion  line, 
rnilrord  str'tions  ano. 
Rhine.   Work  v/as  imjiiedi- 
iront  line  trenches 

A  drill  schedule  has 
;o. 


of  theatre  buildings  have  been  taken  over  and  various 
.,<?;iraental  rn6   divisional  entertainment  trouoes,  as  vfell  as  entertain- 
.rs  of  this  regiment,  mr^ke  loossible  amusement  of  this  form,  practically 
cVv^ry  ni(yht;  athletics,  including  boxin5_  and  lootbrll  ar^  encouraged; 

cert^-^in  p^rcenta^.-e  oi  the  men  ar^  given  excursions  on  boats  provided 
;.y  the  Corps,  to  points  of  interest  on  the  Rhine;  liberties  to  Coblenz 
^'^o   other  l^r^e  tovms  -"'re  granted  to  a  cert;" in  percentage  of  the  m.en 
.'i  the  regiment  e-^'Ch  week;   Th>^  men  are  well  billetec,  practically  all 
o.L^eping  in  beds,  ' 'nd  rood  is  plentiful  rnd  good. 
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This  is  No. 


1530 


1SZ3 
1524 
1525 
1526 
1527 
152S  11 


also  carried  in  stock  in  the  following  sizes 

HIGH  WIOc       THICKNESS 

1529  12    inches  10     inches        '  '  inch 

1530  12         "        9>g      •• 

1932  13         "      10 

1933  U         "       II 

1934  16         ••       12 


HIGH 

WIDE       TH 

CKNESS 

9     inches 

7      inches 

3  . inch 

10 

7 

9 

6 

'* 

9\i     " 

yvs  " 

" 

10^2      " 

7H     " 

" 

11 

8 

** 
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